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Blair  defends  stoical  royals 


Statement 
issued  but 
no  tribute 
to  Diana 


Ejwon  MacAsfcJH,  Stuart 
MUarand  Kan  Black 


The  Day 


V* 


Tony  blair  was 

forced  to  shore  up 
the  royal  family 
yesterday  hi  the 
face  of  growing 
criticism  of  their 
CaQure  to  make  any  public  ex- 
pression of  grief  over  the 
death  of  Diana,  Princess  of 
Wales. 

Mr  Blair,  leaping  to  their 
defence,  stressed  they  had 
much  to  cope  with,  not  only 
the  complex  organisation  of 
the  funeral  but  also  with  com- 
forting the  two  princes. 

With  its  image  in  danger  of 
being  irreparably  damaged, 
Buckingham  Palace  finally 
moved  to  counter  the  divide 
between,  the  royal  family  and 
the  grieving  public.  Zt-  bowed 
to  calls  for  a longer  route  for 
the  fUneral  procession  and 
more  condolence  books. 

Crucially,  it  provided  the 
first  personal  note  since  Sun- 
day — ■.  although  .there . was 
still  no  direct  expression  of 
grief  from  Prince  Charles  or 
the  Queen  and,  most  telling, 
no  tribute  to  Diana  herself 
Sandy  Henney,  press  secre- 
tary to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
said:  "All  the  royal  family  es- 
pecially the  Prince  of  Wales, 
Prince  William  and  Prince 
Harry,  are  faking  strength 
from  the  overwhelming  sup- 
port of  the  public,  who  are  i 
sharing  their  tremendous  i 
sense  of  loss  and  grief.  ] 

- “They  are  deeply  touched  1 
and  enormously  grateful."  i 
. The  Palace  also  let  it  be  i 
known  that  the  princes  may 
walk  behind  the  funeral  cor-  i 
tege,  ignoring  advice  from  1 
officials  that  h might  prove  \ 
too  much  of  an  ordeal,  given  r 
the  number  of  mourners  — s 
estimated  at  more  than  two  e 
million  — who  will  be  lining  a 
the  route.  fi 

The  princes  will  return  to  ti 
London  on  Friday  from  Bal-  a 
moral  with  Prince  Charles.  P 
William,  aged  15,  who  la  n 
understood  to  be  receiving  n 


counselling  and  support  from 
the  Bishop  of  London,  Rt  Rev 
Richard  Chartres,  4s  repor- 
tedly adamant  that  he  wfil 
walk  behind  the  gun'  carriage 
carrying  his  mother's 
The  comments  from  Down- 
ing Street  and  Buckingham 
I Palace  came  after  a day  in 
which  members  of  the  public, 
not  least  those  queuing  to 
sign  the  books  of  condolence, 
expressed  increasing  hostility 
at  the  response  of  the  royal 
family  so  for.  Much  was  direc- 
ted at  the  failure  to  fly  a flag 
at  half-mast  in  Buckingham 
Palace:  officials  said  there  is 
no  flag  because  the  Queen  is 
not  in  residence. 


As  preparations  for  the  Mi- 
neral were  being  finalised,  es- 
pecially the  invitation  list. 
Downing  Street  msisted  it 
wlQ  be  a people’s  event  and 
not  one  fbr  the  "great  and  the 
good”.  The  number  of  politi- 
cians will  be  kept  to  a mini- 
mum, and  the  emphasis  will 
be  on  inviting  those  who 
worked  with  the! princess  in  1 
charities. 

Mr  Blair,  who  spoke  with 
Prince  Charles;  on  the  tele- 
phone fbr  15  minutes  last 
night,  said  lie  wanted  “to 
make  sure  we  involve  as 
many  people  as  possible  so  we 
can  express  our  own  sense 
not  just  of  national  loss,  of 


aucciy  MURUIH 

personal  loss.”  The  Prime 
Minister,  whose  emotional 
comments  on  Sunday  are  held 
up  in  contrast  with  the 
silence  from  Prince  Charles 
and-the  Queen,  said:  “I  know 
those  are  very  strongly  the 
feelings  of  the  royal  family  as 
well  who  are  trying  to  cope  in 
a tremendously  difficult 
situation. 

“They  are  trying  to  mnfcy 
all  the  practical  arrange- 
ments which  are  very  com- 
plex, obviously,  for  the 
funeral,  at  the  game  time  as 
comforting  the  two  boys.” 

A Downing  Street  spokes- 
man denied  there  was  tension 
between  the  Government  and 


the  Palace  over  the  fUneral 
arrangements  and  said  it  was 
“unfidr"  of  people  to  charac- 
terise the  royal  ft™  fly  as  aus- 
tere. He  said  that  Balmoral, 
where  the  family  is  staying, 
was  the  best  place  for  them, 
away  from  media  attention. 

Downing  Street  disclosed 
that  invitations  to  politicians 
will  he  restricted  to  a narrow 
circle:  Mr  Blair  and  the  Dep- 
uty Prime  Minister.  John 
Prescott,  and  their  spouses; 
the  Foreign  Secretary,  Robin 
Cook;  the  Conservative 
leader,  william  Hague;  Lib- 
eral Democrat  leader,  Paddy 
Ashdown;  the. Ulster  Unionist 
leader,  David  Trimble;  and 


the  Scottish  National  Party 
leader,  Alex  Salmond.  Party 
leaders  in  the  Lords  are  also 
to  attend. 

The  guest  list  also  inri^dps 
John  Major  and  his  wife 
Norma.  Baroness  Thatcher, 
and  Mohamed  A1  Fayed, 
whose  son  Dodl  was  killed 
with  Princess  Diana. 

Complications  emerged  over 
the  guest  list  for  foreign  digni- 
taries, with  Russia  seeking  a 
high-profile  candidate  to  rep- 
resent it  at  the  fUneral  after 
confirmation  that  Hillary  Clin- 
ton and  Bernadette  Chirac  will 
be  there. 

With  the  Foreign  Office  j 
insistin'.'  that  no  nnp  nhmiM 


PHOTOGRAPH  DAVID  SJLUTOE 

feel  snubbed  by  not  being  in- 
vited — and  that  all  key  deci- 
sions were  being  taken  by  the 
royal  family  and  the  Spencers 
— it  was  clear  that  some  con- 
siderations erf  protocol  and 
self-esteem  had  been 
overlooked. 

Russia  feels  slighted 
because  of  the  comparison 
with  two  fellow  members  of 
the  United  Nations  Security 
Council  — though  China,  also 


© The  SckMWi  PooitMi 
A*Mdttta»  appeared  to 
ratnat  over  ptone  la  pMy 
Baton*  in  « Worid  Ci? 
OuOlyfng  matoH  «l  apm  «n 
Satuntay.  Alter  24  hou»  of 
atottlnad  apportion  tom 
Soafflkh  Secretary  DanaM 
Derar  and  Pnma  Mtntetar 
Tony  Biter,  Bn  anoototton 
saU  I nadicund  apoaaftte 
wAjfon.  but  daeflnad  to  say 

what  it  was, 

© Princes  Wi&tm  and  Harry  are 
Btalyto  waBcal  thahaadof 

teak  medial's  funeral  coring* 
through  central  London. 
Pataca  officials  md  the 
decision  would  ba  tfw  boys’ 
alone. 

© Prove  Charles  and  Ms  sons 
wft  return  lo  London  tom 
Balmoral  on  Friday,  going  first 

to  the  chapel  at  St  Jama's 
Pekoe  to  pay  thairmpeott 

© Buckingham  Palace  has 
doubted  the  langih  or  the 
tuner*  route.  Diana's  body 
wNbotakan  tornSt  James'a 
to  Kensington  Pateoa  on 
Friday  averring,  tom  whore 
th*  formal  cortege  wfl  leave 

atioam  the  next  day. 

© The  77-mBe  raiee  tom 
Wtawrtnater  Abbey  to  Dianas 
tort  resting  ptaoe  ti  Afihcwp. 
Northamptonshire.  wB  take  It 
the  cortege  torough  central 

• and  north  London  and  along 
the  Ml.  ' 

© Two  giant  ecnanc  in  Hyda 

• Park  wtt  relay  TV  oovaraga  of 

funeral  and  ease  • • 
owiBrawdbig. 

© Tony  and  Ctwte  Oak  wB 
attend  fra  format  along  with 
Oepuy  Pnme  Mfttfstar  John 
. PresooO,  Foreign  Secretary 
Rotan  Cook,  other  party 
teadars,  John  Maior  and 
Baroness  Thatcher. 


a member,  has  not  been 
invited  at  alL 

Gibraltar,  where  the  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Wales  spent 
their  honeymoon,  has  not 
been  invited  to  send  a repre- 
sentative, nor  have  any  other 
of  the  13  dependent  territories. 

DMth  of  Diana,  pagos  2-5, 
Loader  comment,  letters, 
papo  1 0;  Camin*  Paglia. 
pagall 


Adams  ‘will  compromise’  I Paradise  rebels  restrained 


Sinn  Feiri  leader  speaks  of  talks 
generosity  in  low-key  US  visit 


Martin  Kettle 
bi  Washington 


since  the  IRA’S  latest  cease- 
fire with  the  rare  claim  from 
a republican  leader  that  Sinn 
Fein  would  be  willing  to  make 
political  compromises  in  the 
search  for  a lasting  peace 
agreement  in.  Northern 
Ireland. 

Speaking  to  journalists  at 
the  National  Press  Club  in 
Washington,  the  Sinn  Fein 
president  said  his  party 
would  enter  next  week’s 
Northern  Ireland  talks  “in  a 
spirit  of  generosity,  accom- 
modation and  a preparedness 
to  compromise".  . 

Stop  Fein  intended  to  take 
part  in  the  talks  in  order  to 
get  “as  for  along  the  road  to 
our  political  goals  as  poss- 
ible". But  he  added  , that  its 
approach  would  be  based  on 
“compromise,  compromise, 
compromise,  compromise”. 


But  Mr.  Adams  refused  to 
give  a direct -answer  to  the 
question  which  was  posed  fbr 
him  by  the  Northern  Ireland 
Secretary,  Mo  Mowlam,  In  an 
article  published  here  on 
Monday  and  timed  to  coincide 
with  the  Sinn  Fein  publicity 

offensive.  Ms  Mowlam  wrote 
that  “the  key  question  now 
tor  Sinn  Fein  is  whether  it  is' 
prepared  to  accept  an  out- 
come arrived  at  through  ne- 
gotiations and  consent  even 
if  the  agreement  falls  short  of 
its  ideals”. 

Challenged  to  respond,  Mr 
Adams  said  that  Sinn  Fein 
would  “sell  whatever  we 
would  agree  to”  but  cau- 
tioned: “Don’t  expect  us  — 
and  no  one  should  expect  us 
— to  lower  our  expectations 
or  to  in  any  way  dilute  or  dir 
minish  pur  very  legitimate 
goals  even  before  we  go  into 
negotiations”. 

The  Sinn  Fein  president, 
who  is  accompanied  .on  his 
latest  visit  by  chief  negotiator 
Martin  McGulnness  and  by 
the  recently  , elected  Irish  TD 


Caoimhghin  O Caolaln,  em- 
barked on  a busy  timetable  of 
. meftfagft~wifh  pnltticfarm  »m^ 
officials  th  Washington  yes- 
terday. But  his  current  visit 
Is.  a markedly  low-key  con- 
trast tohis  first  trip  in  1924, 
when  he  was  lionised  in.  the 
media  ' and  was  granted  a 
White  House  meeting  with 
President  nunfam 
Not.  arriy  has  Mr  Adams 
begun  to  lose  his  novelty 
value  with  American  audi- 
ences. but  the  publicity  value 
' of  Ms  visit  is  faffing  victim  to 
the  coverage  of  the  death  of 
Diana,  Princess  of  Wales, 
which  continues  to  dwarf  all 
other  international  hews 
stories.  • ...  . 

The  Sinn  Fran  leader  even 
found  himself  caught'  up  in 
the  Diana  preoccupation 
when  he  was  forced  to  deny 
that  the  IRA  had  ever  planned 
to  murder  the  late  princess. 

A mark  of  the  more  scepti- 
cal nffmisi  attitude  in  Wash- 
ington towards  &nto  Fein  is 
that  yesterday  Mr  Adams  had 
to  make  do  with  a meeting 
with  the  president’s  new 
national  security  adviser, 
Sandy  Berger,  rather  than 
rppeat  ids  meeting  with  Mr  . 
Clinton. 


DauM  Barosfonf 
In  Johannesburg 


A WAR  began  in  paradise 
yesterday  when  govern- 
ment troops  from  Grand 
Como  re  invaded  the  neigh- 
bouring hidfan  Ocean  kiimri 
of  Anjouan  to  try  to  end  its 
attempted  secession. 

The  Jfrench  government  an- 
nounced yesterday  morning 
tbatthe  antiripateri  tending  Hy 
about  800  troops  had  started. 
The  president  of  the  reinmi/- 
Republic  of  toe  Comoros,  Mo- 
hamad Takt  confirmed  that 
the  invasion  had  been 
launched  on  Tuesday  night 
“The  security  forces  are 
progressively  reestablishing 
the  republican  order,  the  free- 
doms and.  the  safety  of  per- 
sons in  Anjouan,  mainly  In 
Mutsamudu  and  Domoni,”  he 
said. 

A French  foreign  Tnirrieliy 
spokesman,  Yves  Doutriaux, 
said  the  casualty  ton  was  not 
yet  known,  and  appealed  for 
peace.  “We  remain  convinced 
that  a lasting  solution  to  the 
Comoran  crisis  can  only  result 
from  negotiations  between  Co- 
morans without  violence.’* 

Two  of  the  three  “paradise 


TI 

lie  PEP 

th. 

1 

at  likes 
to  say 

islands”  making  up  the 
republic  — Anjouan  and  Mo- 
heli  ■—  seceded  on  August  3. 
Peace  talks  supervised  by  the 
Organisation  txf  African  Unity 
were  due  to  open  in  Ethiopia 
next  Wednesday.  French  offi- 
cials said  yesterday  that  Pres- 
ident Taki  had  requested  a 
postponement  until  October. 

“The  situation  which  was 
created  on  August  3 was  un- 
acceptable,” said  a statement 
broadcast  on  government 
radio,  which  accused  leaders 
of  the  secessionist  movement 
of  distributing  alcohol  and 
drugs  to  young  people  on 
Anjouan. 


.‘"•A  -■  '■ 
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Britian 
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World  News 


The  Invasion  was  staged 
under  the  pretext  that  the 
military  was  engaged  in  ma- 
noeuvres. Troops  commanded 
by  the  head  of  the  presiden- 
tial guard  seized  two  ships  an- 
chored at  Grand  Comoro  and, 
after  arresting  one  captain 
who  refused  to  co-operate, 
sailed  for  Anjouan  on  Tues- 
day morning. 

Telephone  links  between 
Grand  Comoro  and  the  two 
other  islands  have  been  art, 
but  travellers  reaching  the 
capital  from  Anjouan  said  the 
rebel  islanders  were  prepar- 
ing to  resist  and  warned  a 
“bloodbath"  was  possible. 
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The  death  of  Diana 


Tliey  were  simply  following 
to  find  out  where  Diana  and 
Dodi  were  spending  the  night 
they  didn't  have  to  hurry1 

oflheSipai^ncy 


‘It’s 

totally 

crazy. 

The 

driver 

simply 

didn’t 

know 

the 

rules 

of  the 

game’ 


Photographers 
fight  back 


Goksin  Sipahioglu  of  Sipa  agency . ■ ■ accusations  ‘untrue’ 


Bruno  Kletn.  head  of  Stills  agency "The  driver  was  drunk  and  going  too  fast.  That’s  all  you  need  to  know* 
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Police  hunt  missing  crash  paparazzi 


Jon  Henley  in  Paris 


POLICE  in  Paris 
were  last  night 
dose  to  arresting 
more  photogra- 
phers believed  to 
have  been  at  the  scene  of  the 
crash  in  -which  Diana,  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  and  Dodi  A1 
Fayed  were  killed. 

Witnesses  have  reported 
seeing  up  to  15  photographers 
around  the  wreck  of  the  Mer- 
cedes. Six  photographers  and 
a dispatch  rider  are  now  at 
the  centre  of  a manslaughter 
investigation. 

Police  sources  said  that 


Judge  Herv§  Stephan,  head- 
ing the  Inquiry,  had  ordered 
the  search  for  photographers 
who  left  the  scene,  both  as 
witnesses  to  what  happened 
and  as  possible  candidates  tor 
criminal  charges. 

Photo  agency  directors 
whose  staff  face  manslaughter 
charges  for  their  part  in  the 
car  crash  launched  a ferocious 
attack  on  the  French  authori- 
ties' handling  of  the  case, 
claiming  responsibility  tor  the 
tragedy  lay  with  the  driver. 

Bruno  Klein,  editor-in-chief 
of  the  Stills  agency,  said;  “It's 
unfair  and  irrational,  totally 
crazy.  The  driver  was  drunk 
and  going  away  too  tost  — 


that’s  all  you  need  to  know.  He 
was  not  used  to  carrying  celeb- 
rities or  dealing  with  photogra- 
phers; he  simply  didn’t  know 
j toe  rules  of  the  game." 

Goksin  Sipahioglu  founder . 
and  president  of  the  presti- 
gious Sipa  Agency,  said  the 
accusations  were  “simply  not 
right  The  driver  didn't  know 
how  to  drive  with  photogra- 
phers.” Mr  Sipahlc^lu,  who 
was  at  the  scene  himself 
within  an  hour  of  the  acci- 
dent, added:  “A  professional 
driver  would  never  have 
handled  photographers  like 
he  did." 

Two  full-time  photogra- 
phers from  Stills  and  Sipa, 


Serge  Arnal  and  Nicolas  Ar- 
sov,  were  among  the  six  papa-  . 
ram  placed  under  formal  in- 
vestigation by  a French  Judge 
on  Tuesday. 

Mr  Sipahioglu  denied  the 
photographers  were  pursuing 
the  car.  “What  was  the  point 
of  chasing  it?”  he  said.  “They 
didn’t  want  a photograph  of 
Diana  and  Dodi  in  the  car, 
they  already  had  photographs 
of  them  together  in  Paris. 
They  were  simply  following 
to  find  out  where  they  were 
spending  the  night;  they 
didn’t  have  to  hurry.” 

A freelance  photographer, 
who  asked  not  to  be  identi- 
fied, said  it  was  “routine"  to 


follow  the  cars  of  major  politi- 
cal figures  and  celebrities. 

“The  security  men  know  it. 
the  regular  drivers  know  it, 
and  there’s  never  any  hassle 
if  everyone  plays  by  the 
rules”  he  said.  “We  all  know 
each  other.  But  this  guy ; 
broke  the  rules.” 

Mr  Sipahioglu  said  he  was 
astonished  that  the  Rite  secu- 
rity team  had  not  adopted  a 
commonly  used  technique  to 
shed  photographers.  i 

"You  put  the  celebrities  in  : 
the  Mercedes,  and  you  put  an- 
other car,  like  the  Range 
Rover  they  used  as  a decoy, 
right  behind  it,”  he  said. 
“Then  you  drive  up  the  near- 


est narrow  street,  stop,  and 
open  all  the  doors  of  the  range 
Rover.  No  one  can  get  past” 

At  the  Angeli r Agency,  a 
senior  editor  who  asked  not 
to  he  wwtnpd  said  the  media 
and  legal  offensive  against 
photographers  was  shooting. 
Angeli  staff  had  received  half 
a dozen  death  threats  since 
the  beginning  of  the  week  he 
said. 

Romuald  Rat,  a photogra- 
pher from  the  Gamma  Agency 
who  was  banned  from  work- 
ing and  only  released  on  bail 
of  French  Fr  100,000  (£10,000), 
holds  a first  aid  certificate 
and  reached  into  the  car  to 
try  to  take  Diana’s  pulse,  his 


i chief  editor  Didler  Content 
said  yesterday . 

“We  Just  don’t  understand 
the  charges,”  Mr  ' Contact 
Bald.  “Rat  took  her  pulse  and 
said/dont  move,  please,  help 
Is  coming.’  As  soon  as  help 
came,  he  moved  hack  right 
away.” 

Mr  Sipahioglu  said  his  pho- 
tographer, Nicolas  Arsov,  bad 
not  arrived  at  the  scene  until 
14  minutes  after  the  accident 

■ “He  left  his  bike  and  went 
in  by  foot,”  he  said.  “He  took 
no  photographs,  and  the 
police  gave  him  back  his  film 
because  there  was  nothing  on 
it.  But  be  is  stm  under  inves- 
tigalion.  he  was  hand- 


cuffed, strip-searched,  and 
held  for  three  days.’’ 

Another  photographer  who 
would  not  he  named  yester- 
day hut  said  it  was  “a  matter 
I of  chance!*  that  he  was  not 
among. .those  arrested,  com- 
pared the  scapegoating  of  his 
profession  with  an  ill-thought 
out  approach  to  ending 
prostitution. 

He  said:  “Everyone  knows 
you  cannot  end  prostitution 
by  taking  the  whores  off  the 
streets.  You  end  it  by  prevent- 
ing the  pimps  — • In  this  case 
the  editors  — from  earning 
money,  and  the  punters,  who 
are  the  readers,  from  buying 
the  goods.” 


Player  revolt  forces  climbdown 


Football  row; 

SFA  beats  late 
retreat  on 
Saturday  game 


John  Artidge 


THE  Scottish  Football 
Association  last  night 
bowed  to  overwhelm- 
ing pressure  from  the 
public,  players  and  politi- 
cians and  announced  that  the 
World  Cup  qualifier  match 
between  Scotland  and  Belarus 
would  not  go  ahead  on  Satur- 
day, when  Princess  Diana’s 
funeral  will  take  place. 

The  climbdown  came  after 
key  international  players 
refused  to  take  to  the  field, 
and  Craig  Brown,  the  Scot- 
land manager,  urged  Jim 
Harry,  chief  executive  of  the 
SFA,  to  reschedule  the  game. 
Tony  Blair  and  William 
Hague,  the  Opposition  leader, 
intervened,  condemning  a 
Saturday  afternoon  kick-off 
os  “totally  Inappropriate”. 

The  SFA  said  last  night  it 
was  negotiating  a new  date 
with  the  authorities  In 
Belarus. 

David  Findlay,  association 
spokesman,  said:  “The  office 
bearers  of  the  SFA  have  today 
been  working  furiously.  A 
possible  solution  has  been 
identified  with  which  all  par- 
ties,  we  hope,  will  agree.” 

Mr  Findlay  refused  to  out- 
line the  agreement  but  in- 
formed sources  said  the  game 
would  not  kick  off  as  planned  > 
in  Aberdeen  at  3pm  on  Satur- 
day and  would  Instead  take 
place  oa  Friday  evening  or  on 
Sunday. 

As  late  as  yesterday  after- 
noon, Mr  Fairy  was  adamant 
the  game  would  go  ahead  in 
Aberdeen  on  Saturday  despite 
thefuneraL 

He  dismissed  political  pres- : 
sure  as  “unhelpful"  and 
poked  fun  at  Donald  Dewar, 
toe  Scottish  Secretary,  who 
had  urged  him  to  agree  a new 
date.  He  said:  “Colin  Hendry 
is  out  of  the  match,  and  big 


Rebel  players  Ally  McCoist,  left,  Gordon  Doric  and  Andy  Goram  in  Aberdeen  yesterday 


Ritz  chauffeur  was  ‘not 
licensed’  for  heavy  limo 


The  driver: 

Colleagues' 
allegations 
‘add  to  agony’ 


VhrafcChaudhaiy 
and  Owen  Bowcott 
In  Lorient 

Colleagues  of  Henri 
Paul,  the  chauffeur  who 
drove  Princess  Diana 
and  Dodi  A1  Fayed  with  an 
mpgai  amount  of  idcohipi  in 
his  bloodstream,  claimed  yes- 
terday that  he  was  not  prop- 
erly licensed  to  be  in  charge 
of  a high-powered  limousine. 

According  to  reports,  Mr 
Paul  did  not  undergo  any 
medical  checks  required  to 
work  as  a chauffeur  in 
France,  and  did  not  have  a 


licence  from  the  ministry  of 
police  to  drive  powerful  care. 

Contradictory  reports  were 
also  emerging  over  Mr  Paul’s 
alleged  drink  problem. 

One  unnamed  driver,  out- 
side the  Rite  Hotel,  said: 
“These  are  very  powerful 
cars  and  because  of-  the 
weight  and  the  horse-power 
one  must  apply  for  a licence.” 

He-addeck  “There  areonly 
2,000  cars  like  this  in  Paris. 
We  knew  he  did  not  have  the 
licence,  but  he  was  number 
two  in  security  and.be  told  us 
what  to  do.” 

The  claims  were  denied  by 
Michael  Cole,  a spokesman 
for  Mohammed  A1  Fayed. 
“This  false  allegation  is  sim- 
ply adding  to  the  agony. 
Henri  Paul  was  legally  per- 
mitted to  drive  this  car  with 
passengers  on  his  ordinary 
licence.  I have  been  assured 
that  everything  was  In 
order,”  he  said. 

Meanwhile,  conflicting 


[ images  of  Mr  Paul’s  personal 
i life  continued  yesterday. 

The  French  armed  forces 
denied,  reports  that  he  was  a 
former  air  force  pilot  . 

A spokesman  said:  “He  did 
hjs  year  compulsory  military 
service  in  1979.  He  never  flew 
for  a second  for  the  military.” 
Friends  of  Mr  Paul  in  his 
home  town  of  Lorient  claimed 
I rumours  of  a drink  problem 
were  malicious.  A barman, 
said:  “He  came  along  with, 
childhood  friends.  He  was . 
here  a few:! times. in  June  and 
just  before  that.  He  didn’t  ap- 
pear to  have  many  friends.” 
Mr  Paul  was  a keen  flier 
. would  often  hire  planes 
and  Oy  Jo  Paris.  He  usually 
flew  a single  engine  plane 
The  family,  which  was  not 
willing  to  comment,  had  al- 
ready lost  a son  in  a car  crasb. 
On  Saturday,  Henri  Paul's 
body  win  return  to  Lorient  for 
a private  funeral  at  St  Tbe- 
rese,  in  nearby  Keryado.  - 


Donald  would  be  a welcome 
addition  to  the  back  four.” 

Mr  Farry  Justified  the , 
SFA's  decision,  saying:  “T  will 
be  able  to  buy  a McDonald’s 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  I will 
be  able  to  go  to  Safeway. 
Things  will  he  starting  to  ! 
return  to  normal  when  the 
second,  more  private  part  of 
the  funeral  Is  taking  place.” 
But  pressure  grew  through- 
out the  day.  More  than  40,000 
Glaswegians  called  a special 
telephone  hotline  to  urge  Mr 
Farry  to  rearrange  the  fixture 
and  a Teletext  poll  revealed 
that  76  per  cent  of  Scots 
agreed  toe  game  should  be 
put  back. 


Politicians  from  all  parties 
and  top  players  accused  the 
SFA  of  dishonouring  Diana's 
memory.  Tony  Blair  said  he 
’’totally  supported"  Mr 
Dewar,  who  told  Mr  Farry  a 
Saturday  kick-off  was  “dis- 
graceful". 

The  players'  rebellion 
began  wben  striker  Ally 
McCoist  refused  to  take  to  the 
field  because  he  said  he  could 
not  concentrate  on  his  game, 

“1  have  never  known  an 
event  to  cause  such  feeling. 
Tears  have  been  shed  from 
the  comer  of  England  to  the 
top  of  Scotland,  don't  I 
could  do  myself  justice,  the 
team  justice  or  the  fana  jus- 


tice if  1 was  Involved.”  He  was 
joined  by  Billy  Dodds,  Gor- 
don Dune,  John  Collins,  and 
Andy  Goram,  who  confirmed 
they  too  would  not  play.  The 
players  woe  backed  by  Mr 
Brown  as  the . squad  began 
training  in  Aberdeen. 

When  it  became  clear  that 
Scotland  would  not  be  able  to 
field  a full -strength  team  on 
Saturday  Mr  Farry  reluc- 
tantly agreed  that  a climb- 
down  was  inevitable. 

One  SFA  source  said:  *Tt ! 
was  beginning  to  look  like  we 
would  only  have  half  a fearh 
and  those  that  did  play  would 
not  want  to  be  there  any 
way." 


PHOTOGRAPH:  DCREK  IRONSIDE 

Mr  Fany.  who  has  angered 
Scottish  fans  and  players 
with  his  combative  style,  is 
still  under  pressure.  Some 
MPs  are  so  angry  at  the  SFA's 
handling  of  the  affair  that 
they  are  calling  cm  him  to 


Jimmy  Hood,  MP  for 
Clydesdale,  said  last  night: 
“The  dumplings  at  the  SFA 
ate  supposed  to  represent  toe 
fens  and  toe  players  and  it  Is 
clear  from  this  week  that  they 
are  totally  out  of  touch.  They 
have  brought  shame  on  the 
nation  and  Mr  Farry  should 
resign  immediately.” 

The  Belarus  team  arrives  in 
Scotland  today. 


The  mother: 

First  statement 
thanks  public 
for  kindness 

Vhmk  Ghaudhanr 

■jHRANCES  Shand  Kydd, 
^■toe  mother  of  Princess 
■ Diana,  spoke  for  the  first 
time  yesterday  since  her 
daughter’s  death,  thanking 
the  public  for  their  “endless 
thoughtful  kindness”. 

In  a handwritten  statement, 
Mrs  Shand  Kydd  said:  “Miy 
heartfelt  thank-yous  to  every- 
one for  their  prayers,  flowers 
and.  letters  — and  for  endless 
thoughtful  kindness  following 
the  death  of  my  daughter 
Diana. 


‘1  pray  for  her  and  the  two 
men  who  died  with  her  and 
for  their  families.  I am  so 
proud  of  William  and  Harry 
and  Diana’s  sisters,  Sarah 
and  Jane,  and  her  brother. 
Charles.” 

Mrs  Shand  Kydd  delivered 
the  statement  as  she  left  her 
home  on  the  Isle  of  Sell  on  toe 
west  coast  of  Scotland,  where 
she  has  been  since  Saturday. 

Dressed  in  black  and  look- 
I tog  fixed  and  drawn,  she  was 
driven  to  Glasgow  airport 

The  statement  added:  ‘ I 
thank  God  for  the  gift  of  Di- 
ana and  for  all  her  loving  and 
giving.  I give  her  back  to 
Him,  with  my  love,  pride  and 
admiration,  to  rest  In-peace." 

Father  Sean  MacAulay,  a. 
dose  friend  of  Mrs  Shand 
Kydd,  said  she  had  tele- 
phoned her  grandsons.  Prince 
William  and  Prince  Harry,  to 
console  them. 

Mrs  Shand  Kydd  married 


Diana's  father,  then  Viscount 
Althorp,  in  1954.  She  moved 
to  the  island  23  years  ago  with 
her  second  - husband  Peter 
Shand  Kydd.  . 

Over  the  past  few  days  sev- 
eral manorial-  masses  for  Di- 
ana have  been  held  at  the 
Oban  cathedral.  Mrs  Shand 
Kydd  has  Insisted  that  a local 
charity  odiidh  scheduled  for 
Saturday  should  go  ahead  as 
a tribute  to  Diana. 

Father  Roddy  Johnston,  an- 
other close  friend,  said: 

’Trances feels  vwy  much  that 

it  was  very  much  a part  of  the 
spirit  of  Diana  that  the  chart- 

table  works  would  be  followed 

under  all  circumstances  and 
that  she  would  wish  this  [cei- 
lidh] to  be  a kind  of  symbol, 
as  it  were,  of  the  continuance 
of  Diana’s  work. 

"This  is  a particular  one  for 
handicapped  children  and 
would  seem  to  be.  a very  de- 
I serving  cause.” 
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More  than  likely  people  will 
be  coming  the  night  before 
and  staying  the  night  to  get 
a good  view.’ 


the 


Funeral:  the  route  Diana’s 
cortege  passage  from  abbey 
to  Althorp  via  the  Ml  will  take 
her  through  the  heart  of  England 


Alex  Bellos 

SEVENTY  seven  miles  of 

Enghintf.  From  the 
heart  of  thelcity  to  the 
middle  of  the  country.  From 
the  royal  abbey  to  the  family 
home. 

Diana's  last- Journey  takes 
her  past  historic  buildings. 

McDonald’s  restaurants,  cine* 
mas,  service  stations,  allot- 
ments, . roadworks,  flyover 
junctions,  harvested  fie  ds  of 
corn,  train  tracks-  and. 
thatched  cottages.  For  the 
People's  Princess:  seventy 
seven  miles  of  the  People's 
England. 

Diana’s  cortege  will  pass 
under  the  169-year-old  trium- 
phal Wellington  Arch  In  Aps- 
ley  Way  at  Hyde  Park  Corner. 
She  will  cross  the  M25  motor- 
way between,  junctions  6 and 
7 or  the  ML  ..  ... 

She  will  pass  the  London 
Central  Mosque  in  St  John's 
Wood,  where  Islamic  prayers 
were  said  on  Su  nday  for  Dodi 
AI  Fay ed£  before  he  was 
buried  in  Surrey,  foUoweff  by 
the.  predominately  Jewish 
area  of  Swiss  Cottage,  - . ■ 

She  win  travel  through  a 
city  of  contrasts  of  different 
faiths,  communities  and 
histories. 

S- 


Lord's  cricket  ground  Is  on 
the  route,  together  with  the 
Northampton  Town  EC's  Sfc- 

Qelds  stadium.  She  will  pass 

the  Dorchester  hotel  and  the 
Finchley  Road  Jobcentre;  the 
Virgin  Megastore  and  the  Ar- 
gos Superstore;  two  Pizza 
Huts  and  two  Kentucky  Fried 
Chickens. 

Yesterday  the  traffic  in  cen- 
tral London,  especially  near 
Kensington  and  Buckingham 
Palace,  was-  especially  con- 
gested as  the  public  continued 
arriving  with  flowers  and  per- 
sonal messages.  Oh -Saturday, 
there  will  be  millions  of 
mourners  watching  the  pro- 
cession from  the  pavement 
and  houses,  but  the  route 
from  SWl  to  the  start  of  the 
motorway  in  NW4  wffl  be 
empty. 

Diana's  final  jonmey  starts 
at  Westminster  Abbey  before 
{fir-parting- through,  the  streets, 
of  government:  Parliament 
Square;  Whitehall,  Horse 
Guards  Parade  and  then  the 
MaDL 

Then  through  1098117*8  do- 
main. Past  St  James's -Palace, 
Buckingham  Palace,  and  up 
Constitution  Hill  to  Hyde 
Park  Cca^r;  There  the  pro- 
cession  moves  Into  Park 
i-nnft,  where,*  poignantly,*  it 
will  pass  Dodi  Al  Fayed'e  Lon- 


don  flat  From  there  die  route 
takes  the  fastest  way  north 
out  of  the  city.  Along  Oxford 
Street  .past  C&A  and 
Littlewoods  and  then  due 
north  along  Portman  Street 
and  Gloucester  Place.  , 

As  London  becomes  sub- 
urban the  department  stores 
and  international  hotels  turn 
into  newsagents;  super- 
markets and  pubs. 

The  Finchley  Road  starts 

with  a cosmopolitan  feel  but 

as  it  snakes  mp  towards  road- 
works in  Frognal  ft  becomes 
urban  and  residential. 

At  OUenere/s  pdb  Brian 
Clinton  said  all  the  shops 
were  shutting  and  he  was  ex- 
pecting all  the  local  people  to 
be  standing  on  the  aide  of  the 
road.  “We  all  know  there  win 
be  large  crowds, " he  said. 

When  the  Finchley  Road 
turns  into  Hendon  Way  the 
road  Is  halfway  to  belxig  a mo- 
torway and  pedestrian 
bridges,  like  the  iron  con- 
struction on  Cricklewood 
Lane,  will  offer  the  best 
views. 

Five  miles  before  were 
listed  buildings  dating  back 
hundreds  of  years.  On  either 
side  now  are  semMetatcfaed 
houses- with  mock-Tudor 
fronts. 

Staples:  Corner,  the  flyover 
that  starts' Britain's  first  mo- 
torway, -was  bombed  by  the 
IRA  In  1988.  AS  the  cortegB 
swings  up  and  left  into  the  Ml 
Diana  will  have  said  goodbye 
to  the  city  that  was  her  home. 

AH  along  the  Ml  gardeners 
were  busy  tidying  up  the  cen- 
tral reservation,  mowing  the 
grass  at  the  side . of  the  car- 


Obstacles  beset 
final  journey 
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Stuart  Millar  and 
HadaMna  Bunting 


THE  huge  logistical 
hurdles  presented 
by  Princess  Diana's 
funeral  arrange- 
ments escalated  fur- 
ther yesterday  as  Bucking- 
ham Palace  released  details  of 
the  77-mile  route  her  mffin 
will  take  from  Westminster 
Abbey  to  its  final  resting 
place  at  the  family  seat  at 
Althorp,  Northamptonshire 
on  Saturday. 

Amid  continuing  concern 
that  London  will  be  unable  to 
cope  with  the  huge  crowds  of 

mourners  expected  to  line  the 
route  of  the  funeral  proces- 
sion to  the  abbey,  officials  an- 
nounced that  the  morning 
procession  to  the  abbey  will 
be  extended  by  starting  from 
Kensington  Palace  rather 
than  St  James’s  Palace. 

Yesterday’s  announcement 
Ignited  new  fears  that  the 
numbers  attempting  to  pay 
their  respects  along  the  way 
will  bring  chaos  as  the  cor- 
tege passes  through  central 
and  north  London,  on  to  the 
Ml  motorway  and  through 
four  counties  to  the  village  of 
Great  Brington. 

Train  companies  have  an- 
nounced extra  services  to  ca- 
ter for  the  expected  demand, 
and  London’s  tourist  authori- 
ties warned  that  hotels  were 
fOltog- up  quickly. 

London  Underground, 
whlchcaters  for  2 million  pas- 


■ sengers  a day,  warned  there 
could  be  delays  with  so  many 
people  concentrated  in  such  a 
restricted  area.  Motoring 
organisations  strongly  ad- 
vised against  driving  into 
London. 

Organisers  will  foce  enor- 
mous logistical  challenges  at 
five  key  stages  of  the  funeral 
ceremony. 

Kensington  Palace  to  West- 
minster Abbey 
The  decision  by  palace  offi- 
cials to  almost  double  the 
route  of  the  morning  funeral 
procession  underlines  the 
scale  of  the  organisational  dif- 
ficulties it  presents  as  the 
public  focal  point  of  the  day. 

The  original  route  from  St 
James's  Palace  to  the  abbey 
announced  by  Buckingham 
Palace  was  only  a mile  long 
and  prompted  safety  and  se- 
curity fears  as  mourners 
would  have  been  forced  to 
stand  100-deep  at  every  point 
Plans  to  widen  the  area 
available  for  mourners  by 
placing  crowd  barriers  in  the 
road  rather  than  on  the  pave- 
ment are  also  under 
consideration. 

The  palace  announced  that 
two  giant  television  screens 
will  be  set  up  in  Hyde  Park  to 
relay  live  coverage  of  the  ser- 
vice in  a hid  to  take  the  pres- 
sure off  streets  around  the 
abbey. 

The  83sq.m.  screens  wfll  be 
north-facing,  and  will  be 
placed  on  the  Park  T-an*  side 
of  the  park  to  allow  people  to 


pay  their  respects  as  the  cor- 
tege passes  out  of  London  on 
its  way  to  Althorp. 

Westminster  Abbey 

The  abbey  is  already  closed 
to  tourists  and  will  remain  so 
■ until  after  Saturday's  service. 
Stands  are  being  erected  to 
accommodate  the  2,000  people 
expected  to  attend. 

The  lack  oT  space  to  the  rel- 
atively small  Gothic  cathe- 
dral is  proving  a big  con- 
straint and  a special  balcony 
Is  to  be  constructed  to  seat  the 
200  media  representatives. 

The  lack  of  time  to  plan  and 
prepare  the  funeral  has 
thrown  up  difficulties.  Many 
choristers  of  the  world-fam- 
ous choir  of  Westminster 
Abbey  have  had  to  be  recalled 
from  holidays.  Their  cassocks 
were  hastily  returned  from 
Watts,  the  ecclesiastical 
tailors,  on  Tuesday. 

There  will  be  a huge  logisti- 
cal exercise  to  cope  with  the 
world’s  media.  Only  a fraction 
of  the  journalists  expected  to 
cover  the  funeral  will  get 
passes  into  the  Abbey.  The 
overspill  — likely  to  be  more 
than  500  — will  be  accommo- 
dated In  Church  House’s  As- 
sembly Hall  next  door,  where 
the  funeral  will  be  relayed  on 
huge  television  screens. 


journey  from  London  to  junc- 
tion 15A  In  Northampton- 
shire will  bring  chaos  to  the 
motorway. 

That  section  of  the  motor- 
way had  been  expected  to  be 
closed  until  the  ftineral  pro- 
cession had  passed  amid  con- 
cern about  a repeat  of  the 
scenes  on  the  Westway,  west 
London,  on  Sunday  evening 
when  Diana’s  coffin  was 
brought  from  RAF  Northcdt 
into  the  capital.  The  west- 
bound carriageway  was  lined 
with  abandoned  cars  as 
people  lined  the  central  reser- 
vation to  catch  a giimps*  of 
the  hearse  passing  on  the 
other  side. 

Northamptonshire  police 
yesterday  urged  southbound 
motorists  not  to  slow  down  or 
stop  as  the  procession  passes. 
The  arrangements  were  sup- 
ported by  motoring  organisa- 
tions which  said  drivers 
could  be  trusted  to  respect  the 
dignity  of  the  cortege. 

The  northbound  carriage- 
way will  also  remain  open, 
but  police  will  dose  sections 
as  the  cortege  passes  and 
restrict  the  speed  of  traffic  on 
the  motorway  to  allow  the 
procession  to  pass  smoothly. 


The  route  out  of  London 

After  leaving  Westminster 
Abbey,  the  cortege  will 
retrace  its  steps  through  cen- 
tral London  before  heading 
through  north-west  London  to 
Join  the  Ml. 

Officials  hope  this  will 
allow  mourners  to  spread 
across  the  length  at  the  route 
out  of  London,  relieving  pres- 
sure on  central  streets. 

Hotels  in  the  area  are 
reporting  a huge  increase  in 
demand  for  rooms  as  mourn- 
ers scramble  to  secure  a van- 
tage point  to  see  the  cortege. 

The  Ml 

With  the  police  insisting 
that  the  southbound  carriage- 
way will  remain  open,  there 
are  fears  that  the  cortege’s 


Great  Brington 

In  line  with  the  Spencer 
family’s  wishes  that  the  inter- 
ment of  Diana’s  body  in  the 
family  vault  at  St  Maty  the 
Virgin  Church  be  a private  af- 
fair, police  will  seal  off  the 
village  of  Great  Brington 
from  this  evening  until  Mon- 
day evening.  Only  residents 
will  be  allowed  access. 

Northamptonshire  police 
have  also  sought  an  air  exclu- 
sion order  over  the  village  to 
prevent  the  media  getting 
aerial  shots  of  the  ceremony. 

The  rural  surroundings 
will  present  problems  for  the 
estimated  300  officers  policing 
the  last  phase  of  Diana’s  final 
journey  from  the  Ml  to  the 
village.  The  force  yesterday 
urged  those  who  wished  to 
pay  their  respects  to  do  so  res- 
ponsibly without  causing  traf- 
fic problems. 


ABBEY  NATIONAL 


WITH  EFFECT  FROM  STH  SEPTEMBER  1997.  ONLY  THOSE  RATES  THAT  HAVE  BEEN  CHANGED  ARE 
SHOWN.  ALL  OTHERS  REMAIN  THE  SAME  AND  DETAILS  WILL  BE  SUPPLIED  ON  REQUEST. 


New  Annual 
Interest  Ram 


New  Mnttthk 
Inli-rn-tf  Rjtcs 


riageway  and  trimming  the 
dark  green  hawthorn  hedging 
that  is  the  motorway’s  back- 
drop through  Hertfordshire 
aid  Bedfordshire.  * 

The  three  service  stations 
on  the  way  — - set  Scratchwood, 
Toddihgton  and  Newport  Pag- 
neE,  where  flags  were  at  half- 
mast  — were  liaising  with 
police  about  , safely  problems  . 
on  Saturday. 

Paige  Akhter,  section  man- 
ager at  Scratchwood,  said: 
“More  than  likely  people  will 
be  coming  the  night  before 
and  staying  the  night  to  get  a 
good  view,  ft’s  a pretty  big 
site  and  we  have  a lot  of 
space." 

Alter  68  mfles  the  cortege 
will  turn  aB  at  junction  is«. 
before  driving  through  sub- 
urban Northampton.  - 
For  the  people  living  on  the 
route  it  is  privilege  they  can 
hardly  believe,  although  for 
some  it  is  tinged  with  mixed 
feelings.  Maureen  EH  is,  aged 
62,  who  has  lived  there  for  32 
years,  has  been  invited  to  her 
first  family  wedding  for  many 
years  at  a church  nearby. 

Leaving  Northampton  the 
procession  wifi  pass  a Har- 
vester restaurant  the  Harles- 
tone  Garden  Centre,  the  Fox 
and,  Hounds  pub,  and  the 
Northampton  Goilf  Club  be- 
fore. reaching  the  gates  of 

Althorp  Housa 

From  the  gates  -the  cere- 
mony is  ter  be  private. 

Yesterday  people  were  add- 
ing their  flowers  to  the  thou-  _ 
sands  of  bouquets  there  al- 
ready,  knowing  that  was  as 
close  to  her  as  they  were  go-  t«  , 

lug  to  get.  .* 


ACTION  SAVER 

05,000  plus 
£10,000  up  ID  £24,999 
£5 ,000  up  tn£  9,999 
£2,500  up  lo £4,999 
£500  up  id  £2 ,499 
£250  up  io£49? 
£100  up  io  £249 
£1  up  Id  £99 

INSTANT  SAVER 

£25 ,000  plu* 
£10,000  up  to  £24,999 
£5,000  up  to  £9,999 
£2,500  up  io  £4,999 
£500  up  io  £2 ,499 
£250  up  to  £499 
£1  up  lo  £249 

REGULAR  SAVER* 

£25,000  plus 
£10,000  up  io  £24,999 
£5,000  up  to  £9.999 
£2,500  up  to  £4.999 
£500  up  to  £2,499 
£20  up  to  £499 

INVESTOR  OT 

£100,000  plus 
£50,000  up  to  £99,999 
£25,000  up  to  £49,999 
£10,000  ibi  to  £24.999 
£5,000  up  to  £9,999 
£1,000  up  to  £4.999 

INVESTMENT  RESERVE* 

£100,000  plus 
£50.000  up  io  £99,999 
£25.000  up  to  £49,999 
£10,000  up  lo  £242*99 
15,000  up  to  £9.999 

TESSA:  THIRD  EDITION 

£9,000  phn 
£8,400  up  iu  £S, 999 
£6,600  up  to  £8.399 
£4,800  up  In  £6, 599 
£-5,000  up  la  £4,799 
Cl  up  lo£2,999 

TESSA:  SECOND  EDITION' 
£9,000  plus 
. £8,400 up  ta  £8,999 
. £6,600  up  to  £$,39? 
£4,800  in  ialiJ,S99 
£3,000  up  ta  £4,799 
£1  up  to  £2,999 

TESSA:  RRST  EDITION1 

VARIABLE  TESSA  PRE  |9%'“ 

HIGH  YIELD  BOND 

£200,000  plus 

£100,000  up  to  £199.999 
£50,000  up  to  £99,999 
£25,000  up  m £49.999 
£10,000  up  ta  £24,999 
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New  Annul 
lateral  Rite* 
Gna'i  Nci 


£2  5.000  pi  ui  5.80 

X10.00U  up  to  £24,999  4. 15 

£5,0iXl  up  lo £9,999  J.80 

£500  up  to  £4,999  3.S5  - 

PREMIUM  REWARD  BOND 

£200,000  plus  7,85  ( 

£100,000  up  ta  £199,999  7 60  * 

£50,000  tip  iu  £99,999  7. 20  5 

£25,000  up  la  £49,999  6.95  5 

£10,000  op  to  124,999  6.70  5 

12.500  up  ta  £9,999  6.50  5 

OPTIMUM  BOND' 

£200,000  plu*  7.35  5 

£100,000  up  to  £194,999  7.10  5 

£50,000  up  to  £99.999  6.70  5 

£25.000  up  to  £49.999  6.45  5 

£10,000  up  to  £24.999  6.20  4, 

CHARITY  INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT 

£500,000  plus  6.90  - 

£200,000  up  to  £494.949  6.55  _ 

£50.000  up  to  £199,999  5.80  - 

£25,000  up  to  149.999  5.00  - 

110,000  up  ta  £24,999  4.55  - 

£>,000  up  to  £9,999  3.95  - 

1 500  up  io  £4,999  3.70  - 

TREASURERS  ACCOUNT 

£25,000  phn  5.00  - 

110,000  up  u>£24,999  4.S5  - 

£5.000  up  io  (9,999  3.95  - 

£500  up  u £4,999  3.70  - 

POSTAL  INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT 
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RETIREMENT  INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT1 
£20.000  phn  6.75  - 

£•5,000  up  to  £19,999  6.50  - 

£10,000  up  10X14.999  6.30  - 

£5,000  up  to  £9,999  5 .80  - 

£2,000  up  to  £4.999  5 40  - 

£ I up  to  1 1 ,999  4.30  - 

SAYE  TRANSFER  ACCOUNT  3.93  3,t6 

PAY  SAVER  5.95  4.76  - 


HIGH  INTEREST  EMPLOYEE 
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DEPOSIT  RASED  A VC 
LUMPSUM  PENSION 


Grew  "q  C-A.R." 
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NATIONAL’ 
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The  death  of  Diana 


editors’ 


ard  Addis  (Express)  — have 
decided  not  to  comment  until 
after  Saturday’s  funeral, 
despite  accusations  by  Earl 
Spencer,  Diana’s  brother,  that 
editors  who  had  used  papa- 
razzi pictures  had  ‘'blood  on 
their  hands”. 

They  are  said  to  be  faking  ■ 
stock  and  there  is  speculation  I 
Oat  there  will  be  changes  to  ' 
their  policy  of  buying  intru- 
sive photographs.  , 

Within  the  newspapers  | 


themselves  there  has  been'  ! 
much  discussion  about  the 
use  of  paparazzi  pictures.  Mr 
HtppinK  in  particular  is  add' 
to  be  extremely  upset 
“We  have  been  inundated 
with  requests  for  interviews, 
but  have  decided  to  turn  them 
down,"  said  one  tabloid  exec- 
utive. “It  is  difficult  to  dis- 
cuss such  complex  issues  in  a 
30-second  soundbite.” 

H has  been  a tough  week  for 
die  tabloids,  trying  to  cover  a 


shay  with  which  they  are 
inextricably  lmirwi.  Early  an, 
journalists  and  photographers 
from  all  newspapers  were 
insulted  in  the  street  as  the 
public’s  anger  turned  against 
the  press.  ' 

The  pressure  eased  when  it 
was  disclosed  that  the  driver 
of  the  car,  Henri  Paul,  was 
drunk  and  was  accused  c£ 
having  taunted  the  paparazzi. 

The  tabloids  tried  to  move 
the  debate  away,  from  pri- 
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tV\fe  have  beminundated  with 
requests  for  interviews but  have 
deddedtotum  them  down.  It  is 
difficult  to  discuss  such  complex 


A tabloid  executive 


•V*y--  ** 
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No  comment . . . Editors  (left  to  right)  Stuart  HiggtaS  of  Sm*,  P8a«  Morgan  of  the  Mirror,  T>frfl  Hall  nfflw  lifgm  rffte  Wor^Panl  Dacrc  of  the  Mail  and  Richard  Addis  of  the  Express 


vacy.  Bnt  the  ploy  failed  as 
the  pursuing  photographers 
were  placed  under  formal 
1 investigation  as  part  of  a 
manslaughter  inquiry. 

For  once,  die  certainty  of 
touch  has  deserted  the  tab- 
loids. On  Monday,  the  Dally 
Mail  admitted  in  a leader  that 
the  newspaper  had  not 
“always  been  innooent”.  The 
Sun  pleaded  with  readers  not 
to  blame  the  press. 

On  yesterday's  Today  pro- 
gramme, Sir  David  English, 
the  editor-in-chief  of  the  Daily 
Mall,  defended  the  news- 
paper. “There  is  a lot  of  sim- 
plification going  on,”  he  said. 
“When  I was  editing  the  Daily 
Mail*  it  was  a matter  of  policy 


I that  we  hardly  ever  bought 
any  [paparazzi  pictures]  and 
ever  since  Paul  Dacre  has 
been  editor,  he  has  never 
bought  any.” 

So  what  about  the  photo-, 
graphs  of  Diana  , and  Dodi  on 
holiday  in  St  Tropez  and  that 
shot  of  the  kiss  which  toe 
Daily  Mall,  among  others, 
bought?  Sir  David’s  office 
later  admitted  that  the  use  of 
the  phrase^  “has  never”  was  a 
dip  of  toe  tongue.  “He  meant 
to  say  hardly  ever*.” 

The  Press  Complaints  Com- 
mission’s code  committee,  of 
which  Sir  David  is  chairman. 
Is  to  meet  In  a week  to  discuss 
a draft  coda  to  control  the  use 
of  paparazzi  pictures.  The 


code  will  be  put  to  editors  for 
The  Daily  Mail 
supports  tougher  regulation. 

. But  already,  the  paparazzi 
pictures  are  creeping  back. 
The  Mirror  and  London  Eve- 
ning Standard  both  Used  pic- 
tores  of  Diana  and  Dodi  on 
the  night  they  were  killed. 

The  Mirror  says  that  one  of 
th*  pictures  published  was 
the  “last  picture  taken  of  the 
couple  together*’.  Diana  is 
cleariy  seen  hying  to  avoid 
the  photographers. 

The  Sim  and  Daily  Mall  have 
not  used  toe  pictures,  adding  to 
the . confused  And 

while  the  editors  stay  sQent, 
their  remafos  as  clear 

as  those  fixay  shots. 


halt  adverts  ‘in  respect’ 
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■SOCHI  UOITOSpUiniHIK  . . 

Mercedes  benz,  the 
car  company  .which 
made  toe  vehicle  in 
which  the  Princess  of  Wales 
was  killed,  has  cancelled  all 
advertising  for  its  cars  as  a 
mark  of  respect 
The  move  came  as  other 
companies,  . including 
Renault,  Eurostar  and  Allied 
Dunbar,  also  abandoned  cam- 
paigns amid  concern  that  th° 
public  might  turn  against 
their  products. 

ITV  also  announced  yester- 
day that  it  would  not  be  run- 
ning adverts  during  most  of 
Saturday,  when  the  fUneral  of 
the  Princess  of  Wales  is  due 
to  take  place. 

Sky  and  Channels  4 and  5 
will  also  cancel  some  adver- 
tising breaks.  Channel  4 
received  a number  of  com- 
plaints after  it  ran  adverts  on 
■Sunday,  shortly  after  the  an- 
nouncement that  Diana  had 
been  killed. 

“We  wOl  not  be  running  ad- 
verts again  until  next  week, 
as  a mark  of  respect  to  toe 


Trevor  McDonald — fronting 
irN*s  funeral  coverage 

Princess,”  said  a spokesman 
for  Mercedes  Benz. 

The  Government  is  also 
considering  postponing  the 
“Kill  Tour  Speed"  campaign 
which  was  due  to  be  launched 
on  television  on  September 
16-  Ministers  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  Transport  have  said 
they  will  make  a final  deci- 
sion after  toe  funeral,  when  it 


wilt  be  easier  to  judge  toe 
mood  of  the  nation. 

The  main  television  and 
radio  networks  announced 
their  plans  for  covering  foe 
funeral  yesterday. 

The  BBC  will  use  more  than 
400  journalists  and  technical 
staff  and  100  cameras  in  the 
largest  outside  broadcast  ever 
organised.  The  coverage  will 
start  at  7am  and  win  be  led  hy 
David  Dimbleby. 

All  five  national  radio 
stations  will  cover  the  event 

A similar  number  of  ITN 
staff  will  be  involved  in  ITVs 
coverage,  which  will  run 
from  9.25am  and  finish  at 
4pm,  fronted  by  Trevor 
McDonald. 

The  organisation  said  it 
would  use  50- cameras,  19  In- 
side Westminster  Abbey. 

Sky  News  will  start  cover- 
age at  9.30am  and  will  run  for 
most  of  the  day. 

Besides  hundreds  of  televi- 
sion journalists,  provision 
has  also  been  made  for  500 
press  reporters  and  125  pho- 
tographers. They  will  be  posi- 
tioned in  special  stands  along 
the  route,  with  150  reporters 
inside  the  abbey. 


Family  gets 
police  access 

THE  family  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales  have  sentarepresenta- 
tive  to  Paris  to  monitor  the  •' 
investigation  into  the  car 
crash  which  killed  her. 

A spokeswoman  for  the 
Spenoer  family  said:  “The  ex- 
ecutors of  toe  estate  of  the 
r*  I Princess  of  Wales  have  sent 
v 1 an  envoy  to  observe  proceed- . 
I mgs  during  thp  official  in- 
quiry Into  the  car  accident.” 
The  spokeswoman  made  it 
dear  that  she  knew  of  no  cur- 
rent intention  to  initiate  legal 
action.  “The  intention  is  to 
make  sure  thar  the  family 
have  first-hand  information,” 
she  said. 

The  families  of  the  two  . 
other  victims  of  Sunday's 
crash,  Dodi  A1  Payed  and  the 
driver  Henri  Paul,  have  filed 
civil  suits  in  toe  case.  - 

Tourists  view 
crash  scene 

A TOURIST  bus  company  in 
Paris  layering  visitors  the 
chance  to  see  the  underpass 
where  the  Princess  of  Wales 
died  and  the  hotel  where  she 
last  stayed. 

One  ticket  seller  for  toe 
Partsbus  company,  which  op- 
erates doubledecker  coaches 
around  the  city's  tourist 
spots,  told  passing  tourists  in 
toe  Champs  E3ys§es:  “We  go 
to  toe  Pont  de  L’  Alma.  That  is 
where  Lady  D1  was  killed.” 
Tourists  are  also  taken 
through  the  Place  Vendome, 
where  the  Ritz  hotel  is  situ- 
ated. As  one  bus  yesterday  ap- 
proached toe  underpass 


where  the  Princess’s  car 
crashed  early  on  Sunday, 
tourists  stood  up  to  get  a bet- 
ter view  and  photograph  flow- 
ers and  TV  satellite  vans  still 
broadcasting. 

One  American  tourist  said: 
‘It’s  not  ghoulish.  People  are 
going  to  Buckingham  Palace 
and  Kensington  Palace  in 
England.  We  just  want  to  see 
the  flowers  and  the  last  place 
she  was  alive. "Bat  other 
Paris  bus  companies  said 
such  tours  were  in  bad  taste. 

TV  counsels 
children 

THE  BBC  will  broadcast  a 
programme  aimed  at  helping 
children  overcome  family 
bereavement  and  the  loss  of 
Diana  shortly  before  her 
funeral. 

Newsround  presenters 
Chris  Rogers,  Julie  Etch- 
ingham  and  Kate  Sanderson 
will  Interview  children  and 
teenagers  about  Diana's 
death.  Roy  Thompson,  BBC 
hehd  of  children  *8  commis- 
sioning, said  Saturday’s  Sam 
programme  op  BBC2  will 
focus  on  princes  William  and 
Harry,  and  avoid  sentimental- 
Ity-  “Children  are  not  mawk- 
ish. This  wIH  show  how  . 

important  the  princess  was  in 
their  lives.” 

Funeral  relay 
to  cathedral 

WALES  is  to  pay  its  own  trib- 
ute to  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
with  live  coverage  of  toe 
Westminster  Abbey  funeral 
screened  inside  Uandaff  ca- 
thedral in  Cardiff.  Giant 


screens  will  also  be  erected  on 
toe  cathedral  green  outside 
for  toe  expected  large  crowd 
of  mourners  wanting  to  pay 
their  last  respects. 

Island’s 

tribute 

PORT  Diana  should  be  the 
name  of  toe  new  capital  of  the 
voh»no^vaged  islaad 

Montserrat  m memory  of  the 
princess,  local  authorities  In 

the  British  Caribbean  oflony 
mM  yesterday. 

Britain  has  given  a commit* 

ment  to  redevelop  the  north  of 
the  island  after  the  south,  in- 
cluding toe  current  capital 

Plymouth,  was  devastated  by 
vdicanic  eruptions. 

Radio  Montserrat  said  chief 
minister  David  Brandt  was 
seeking  approval  from  Buck- 
ingham Palace  to  adopt  the 
Port  Diana  name. 

Duchess ads 
withdrawn 

AN  AMERICAN  Weight 
Watchers  advertising  cam- 
paign featuring  the  DuchfiSS 
of  York,  commenting  that  los- 
ing weight  was  harder  than 
“outrunning  the  paparazzi" 

has  been  cancelled,  but  not 
before  thousands  of  direct 
mail  brochures  featuring  the 
duchess's  comments  were 
sent  out 

Howard  Rubenstein,  whose 
agency  set  up  the  promotional 
campaign  including  TV  aflS 
and  interviews,  said:  “The 

iforhpas  certainly  Is  sensitive 

to  the  situation.  It’s  unfortu- 
nate that  toe  mailing  went 
out  when  it  did."  c. 
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' LY  FLYERS  WHO  KNOW 

DELTA. 

...  ’ They’re  beautiful, 

> . _*  . f 

they’re  graceful,  and  they  know  the  wet  bit  between  Europe  and  the  States  like  the  backs 

1 ' . ' " * ••  • - . 

• . * . • .•_  . * • • 

of  their  flippers. 

But  they  don’t  carry  passengers.  So  we’d  like  to  tell  you  about  an  airline 
that  knows  a thing  or  two  about  crossing  the  pond.  Delta. 


Delta  make  over  440  transatlantic 


flights  every  week.  We  serve  30  European  cities,  260  North  American  cities  and  180,000 
meals  a day.  And  last  year  we  flew  87  million  people  world-wide,  more  than  any  other 
airline.  . ■ V'J-v.t/:"’’'  ■ 

There’s  no  big  secret  to  our  success.  We  hire  nice  people,  we  treat  them  well  and 
we  expect  them  to  do  the  same  to  our  customers. 

We  serve  good  food,  in  comfortable 
surroundings  and  lay  on  a fine  movie  to  aid  digestion.  Any  airline  could  do  it,  fortunately 


for  us  not  too  many  do. 


ADEUAAIRLINES  You’ll  love  the 


way  we  fly. 


J,,..  - 

Pc7* 


Upmarket  move  ruled  out  for  holiday  camps 


□ William  Heygate  Edmund 
Colbome  Butf  in  was  the  son 
of  an  Edwardian  country 
gent  and  a Cotswold  ginger- 
bread setter.  He  opened  his 
first  camp  In  a Skegness 
field  on  April  7, 1936. 

□ His  fellow  knight  of  the 
realm.  Sir  Cliff  Richard,  is  a 
former  Redcoat  So  are  • 
Dave  Allen,  Bruce  Forsyth, 
Jimmy  Tarbuck,  Roy  Hudd 
and  Des  O’Connnor.  Knob- 
bly knee  judges  have  In- 
cluded Laurel  and  Hardy 
(Bog nor  Regis,  1 940s);  tal- 
ent show-winners,  Alvin 
Stardust  Les  Dennis  and 
Catherine  Zeta-Jones;  musi- 
cians, Ringo  Starr  (Pwllheil, 

1 952);  and  waitresses, 
Glenda  Jackson  MP. 

□ Bugles  replaced  the  fam- 
ous 7.30am  wake-up  tannoy 
during  much  of  the  war, 
when  the  Army  moved  into 
the  camps.  But  the  Hl-De- 
HPs  returned  with  victory 
and  lasted  until  1976. 

□ The  last  original  chalet  at 
Skegness  was  designated  a 
listed  building  in  1987. 

□ Butlin's  groupies  include 
Ken  and  Minnie  Wilson  from 
Dorset — 42  holidays  at  the 
centres  since  1 948 — and 
pensioners  Ron  and  Olive 
Saunders,  from  Devon,  who 
clocked  up  1 60  Butlin's  holi- 
days by  1 992 — equivalent 
to  three  lull  years. 


Bert  Hardy’s  Picture  Post  view  of  fun  at  Butlin’s  in  1953 


Somerwest  World  in  MineheacL  Somerset  which  is  to  receive  a £43  minimi  revamp  over  two  years  to  improve  facilities  photograph:  susannwbntcy 


Butlin’s  spends  £1 39m  sprucing  up  image 


Martin  Walnwrfght 
and  Ian  King 


THE  Jovial  seaside  em- 
pire of  Sir  Billy  But- 
lin  Is  to  defy  the  chal- 
lenge of  foreign 
costas,  sunshine  «nri 
exotic  package  trips  by  spruc- 
ing up  its  singular  hl-de-hi 
holiday  recipe  to  take  it  into 
the  next  miQenmum. 

Bank  holiday  drenchings 
and  the  uniform  landscape  of 
thousands  of  chalets  behind 
bathed  wire  have  failed  to  de- 
ter a loyalty  so  strong  that 
£139  million  — announced 
yesterday  by  owners  Bank  — 
is  to  be  spent  on  a makeover. 

Redcoat  uniforms  wiD  be 
hauled  up  to  date,  a fashion 
leap  of  some  30  years,  and  for 
the  first  time  In  half  a century 
the  British  weather  will  be  ac- 
knowledged by  futuristic 
“skyline  pavilion  roofing”  at 
the  three  main  centres. 


But  the  communal,  knees- 
up  nature  of  a Butlin’s  break' 
(from  as  little  as  £930  a night; 
2 million  customers  last  year) 
will  survive  Intact  Signifi- 
cantly, the  new  promotional 
characters  commissioned  by 
Rank  are  Noddy,  Big  Ears  and 
their  unradical  pJiimw  from 
Kniri  Blyton’s  Toytown. 

"Butlin’s  is  going  to  get  the 
kind  of  investment  it  needs  to 
keep  it  in  the  forefront  of  the 
sector  until  the  21st  century,” 
said  Andrew  Teare.  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  Bank,  which  took 
over  the  camps  in  1972. 

Innovations  will  include 
the  basing  of  redcoats  In  new 
Reds  Entertainment  Centres, 
the  franchising  of  modish 
Haagen  Daze  ice  cream  out- 
lets and  a theoretical  move 
from  "passive  enjoyment  to 
•new  participative  and  discov- 
ery-based entertainment". 

Senior  managers  squashed 
excited  speculation  that  this 
could  mean  a return  to  foe 


famous,  and  very  unpassive. 
Butlin's  knobbly  knee  compe- 
titions which  were  abolished 
in  an  upmarket  drive  in  1986. 
Their  updated  successors  — 
talent  contests  by  Spice  Gill 
lookalikes  and  mini-Master- 
minds  — are  safe. 

"We  don’t  want  anyone 
thinking  that  ButLtn'S  is  go- 
ing to  be  an  upmarket 
product,”  said  Tony  Marshall, 
the  firm's  managing  director. 
"We  just  want  to  make  it 
more  attractive  for  famines  ” 

The  investment  pro- 
gramme, which  Includes  foe 
building  of  1,000  new  chalets 
to  join  the  5300  already  in 
place  at  Skegness,  Minehead 
and  Bognor  Regis,  follows 
hard-headed  analysts  of  sir* 
Billy’s  61-year-old  formula. 
An  exceptional  showman, 
who  ran  away  to  fairgrounds 
during  his  Gloucestershire 
childhood,  the  entrepreneur 
combined  cheap  but  dean 
and  comfortable  rooms  with 


organised  fim  and  helpful, 
ever-cheerfal  hosts  in  the 
redcoats. 

Starting  at  Skegness  in 
1936,  his  project  took  off  two 
years  later  when  Parliament 
passed  legislation  guarantee- 
ing a week's  paid  holiday  a 
year  to  all  industrial  workers. 
For  all  the  vast  consumer  Im- 
provements in  the  half  cen- 
tury since  then,  the  same 
practical  realities  have  kept 
the  camps  (now  officially 
called  centres)  at  the  top  of 
the  £73  billion  domestic  holi- 
day, market 

“We  can  all  dream  of  that 
holiday  on  foe  Seychelles," 
said  Jerry  Fowden.  managing 
director  of  Rank  Holidays, 
yesterday,  “but  if  you’ve  got 
two,  three  or  four  children, 
that  isn’t  going  to  be  a reality. 
Tour  holiday  expectations 
change  when  you  havd1  chil- 
dren, not  least  the  cost” 

The  skyline  pavilions  and 
wholesale  refurbishing  of 


chalets  in  the  investment  pro- 
gramme, compared  with  a 
modest  £10  million  spent  an- 
nually On  msTTTfananffg  for 
the  past  decade,  also  acknowl- 
edge the  challenge  of  Center 
Parcs  holiday  centres.  Nick- 
named the  “middle-class  Biit- 
lin's",  these  have  broken  into 
unexpected  new  markets  by 
softening  the  barracks  image 
with  landscaped  woodlands 
and  country  cycle  rides. 

The  investment  pro- 
gramme, which  tneludes  £25 
million  for  transferring  But- 
lin's two  other  sites,  at  Pwll- 
heli and  Ayr,  to  Rank’s  other 
subsidiary.  Haven  all-action 
parks  and  holiday  villages, 
acknowledges  the  threat  Ha- 
ven’s L5  million  visitors  last 
year  were  offered  "character 
holiday  villages  ...  close  to 
areas  of  outstanding  natural 
beauty”,  much  on-foe  Center 
Parcs  model. 

City  Notebook,  pa?*  12~ 


Grumbles,  but 
500,000  a year 
choose  it  for 
their  holidays 

\ A fITHIN  the  confines  of 
VVthe  huge  Somerwest 
World  holiday  camp,  holi- 
daymakers were  deter- 
minedly enjoying  them- 
selves, writes  Geoffrey  Gibbs. 

Wrapped  against  the  ele- 
ments they  queued  for  the 
amusements  or  took  shelter 
in  the  cavqropns  Malone’s 
Jbar  where  cheerful  young 
redcoats  tried  to  brighten 
theirday.  - 

Despite  grumbles  about 
the  ai'wwmiftAitinn  and  the 
difficulty  of  getting  seats 
for  the  evening  shows  that : 
are  a key  feature  of  a But- 
lin’s holiday,  most  said 
they  would  come,  again.-  . 


Butlin's  opened  Mine- 
head  in  the  early  sixties 
and  counts  the  Somerset 
camp  as  its  flagship.  With  a 
9,500  capacity,  the  -centre 
takes  almost  500,000  book- 
ings a year. 

Yet  parts  of  the  165  acre 
site  appear  tired  and  ready 
for  the  £43. million  invest- 
ment flie  company  plans,  to 
pump  in  over  two  years. 

The  centrepiece  will  be  a 
state-of-the-art  water  roller 
coaster  ride  and  a 25  metre 
high  pavilion  the  size  of  a 
large  football  pitch  that 
wjQti  allow  the  ftan  foir  to  op- 
erate all  year  round. 

But  Butlin’s  Is  also  spend- 
ing heavily  to  redecorate 
and.  upgrade  the  2^00  ac- 
commodation units.  “We 
have  taken  notice  of  what 
our  customers  have  told  us 
and  wfe  are  guing-’to  de- 
liver," said  Somerwest' 
World . director  Bryan. 
Leaker  yesterday.  ' • 


Derek  and  Sheila  Holt 
from  Bury,  Greater  Man- 
chester, here  for  a week  to 
treat  - their  grandchildren, 
were  pleased  there  was  so 
much  to  amuse  James,  . 10, 
and  Tessa,  aged  eight  But 
they  were  less  Impressed 
with  the  thete  rooms  on 

arrival.  “The  accommoda- 
tion could.  be  kept  a bit 
cleaner,"  they  said.  . 

Sitting  In  the  drizzle  with 
a lunchtime  drink  outside 
the  Swinging  Shillelagh, 
Butlin’s  regulars  Mark  and 
Kgtherine  Beard,  from 
Cheltenham.  Gloucester- 
shire. were  back  for  their 
second  visit  of  the  year  de- 
spite what  they  retailed  as 
a “nightmare"  budget  holi- 
day last  year.  “They  do 
need  to  upgrade  the  accom- 
modation. Our  chalet  was 
not  ready  When  we  arrived 
and  we  are  still  waiting  for 
a lightbulb  In  the  chil- 
dren’s bedroom.” 


Illegal  tfada  More  schools  with  information  technology  and  a huge  leap  in  homes  on  the  Internet 

in  deadly  Pnt'sh  PV?!|S 

lead  world  in 


is  exposed 


computer  access 


Paid  Brown 

Environment  Corr— pondont 

EVIDENCE  of  a large- 
scale  illegal  trade  in 
CFC  chemicals  ha<; 
been  uncovered  by  a 
British  environmental  group. 

Between  6,000  and  20,000 
tonnes  of  CFCs,  or  chlorofluo- 
rocarbons,  worth  up  to  £90 
million,  are  smuggled  into 
Europe  each  year,  often 
through  Britain,  according  to 
official  estimates.  CFCs  dam- 
age foe  ozone  layer  and  have 
led  to  a dramatic  increase  in 
skin  cancer,  and  their  produc- 
tion is  banned  in  Europe. 

The  London-based  Environ- 
mental Investigation  Agency 
established  a dummy  company 
to  buy  illegal  CFCs.  within 
days,  Trans-Cool  Trading  was 
offered  consignments  from 
various  companies  of  up  to  100 
tonnes  — worth  more  than 
£500,000  on  foe  black  market 
They  came  from  plants  in  Rus- 
sia and  China,  where  produc- 
tion is  allowed,  and  were  fur- 
nished with  false  paperwork, 
via  brokers  in  Germany, 
Poland  and  Spain. 

The  disclosure  comes  days 
before  the  10th  anniversary 
meeting  in  Montreal  of  more 
than  100  countries  which 
have  agreed  to  phase  out 
CFCs. 

Smuggling  Is  in  danger  of 
defeating  efforts  to  mend  foe 
ozone  layer,  according  to  the 
agency.  Use  and  manufacture 
of  CFCs  in  Europe  has  been 
banned  for  three  years;  how- 
ever, It  is  still  legal  to  »■»  1 
recycled  or  re-claimed  CFCs, 
or  to  import  virgin  CFCs  for 
reexport  to  the  developing 
world.  The  false  paperwork 
exploits  these  loopholes. 

The  world’s  phaseout  had 
been  expected  to  result  in  dam- 
age to  the  layer  peaking  in  2000 

and  then  declining  over  50 
years  so  that  the  layer 
returned  to  normaL  This  may 

not  now  happen.  As  a result  of 

depletion,  more  and  more 


ultra-violet  light  is  penetrating 
to  the  earth’s  surface  and  skin 
cancer  is  increasing  dramati- 
cally. In  Britain  2,000  people 
now  die  each  year,  and  40^00 
contract  skin  cancer,  an  in- 
crease of  70  per  cent  in  less 
than  20  years.  The  report 
quotes  John  Gummer,  the  for- 
mer environment  secretary; 
The  reasons  we  have  global 
agreements  on  foe  ozone  layer 
Is  that  the  ozone  layer  is  some- 
thing that  affects  us  ah.  and  if 
it  is  depleted  then  our  children 
are  more  likely  to  have  skin 
cancer.  Therefore  if  you  traffic 
in  CFCs,  you  are,  in  a real 
sense,  trafficking  in  foe  lives  of 
our  children.” 

Trans-Cool  Trading  located 
suppliers  advertising  on  foe 
Internet  or  named  in  court 
documents  of  smuggling  cases 
in  the  United  States.  One  com- 
pany from  China  offered  100 
tonnes  of  CFC- 12  (used  in  in- 
dustrial fridges)  at  £1,700  a 
tonne,  one  tenth  of  what  It 
would  fetch  if  sold  In  Britain 
on  the  black  market  for  use  In 
Industrial  fridges  and  air-con- 
ditioning, and  a potential 
< profit  of  £500,000.  False  re-cy- 
cling  certificates  were 
offered. 

The  president  of  another 
Chinese  company,  when  told 
of  Import  restrictions,  sent  a 
letter:  "Frankly  speaking  we 
are  supplying  F12  overseas. 
However  some  clients  ask  us 
to  reduce  purity  and  make 
F12  like  (sic)  to  be  recycled 
for  the  sake  of  import  licence. 
Hie  above  is  our  secret  be- 
tween you  and  me.  Please  do 
not  leak  it  out" 

An  agency  spokesman, 
Steve  Trent  said:  "Within 
days  oT  faxes  to  20  suspect 
companies,  we  were  being  of- 
fered illegal  CFCs.  Frankly 
we  were  astonished  how  easy 
it  was.  In  fact  we  are  still 
being  badgered  by  brokers 
trying  to  sell  11s  the  stuff.”  • 

The  evidence  has  been 
passed  to  Customs  and  the 
European  Union’s  central 
fraud  office. 


John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 

BRITISH  schoolchildren 
have  more  access  to 
computers  than  their 
counterparts  in  any  other 
country,  according  to  a sur- 
vey published  yesterday. 

As  education  ministers  pre- 
pare an  information  technol- 
ogy strategy  to  link  all 
schools  with  foe  Internet  and 
improve  teacher  training  in 
computer  skills,  the  study 

Figures  in  brackets  are  per- 
centages of  households  with 
home  computers 

Britain  (33),  Belgium  (33), 
Netherlands  (31),  Italy  (29), 
United  States  (28), 

France  (21),  Finland  (21), 
Germany  (20).  Sweden  (20), 
Ireland  (18),  Norway  (17), 
Turkey  (17).  Spain  (12) 
Source;  Olivetti 


showed  Britain  at  the  top  of 
foe  league  for  computer  liter- 
acy among  pupils. 

“Britain  has  -proportion- 
ately more  schools  with  com- 
puters than  any  other  nation, 
and  more  pupils  have  access 
to  them.  Britain  baa  also  gone 
further  down  the  road  In  in- 
troducing information  tech- 
nology in  schools,  with  spend- 
ing on  computers  and 
information  technology  in 
secondary  schools  up  teafold 
since  1985,"  said  the  report  by 
Italian-based  Olivetti  Per- 
sonal Computers. 


Britain  is  foe  only  country 
to  have  at  least  one  computer 
in  every  primary  school,  com- 
pared with  97  per  cent  in  foe 
US.  94  per  cent  in.  Canada,  91 
per  cent  in  France,  70  per  cent 
in  Japan  and  less  than  10  per 
cent  In  Germany. 

Primary  schools  had  on  av- 
erage 10  computers  each  and 
a ratio  of  one  for  every  18  pu- 
pils, compared  with  one  per 
500  pupils  in  Germany. 

Secondary  schools  had  bn 
average  85  computers  each  — 
one  for  every  8-5  pupils  — 
double  foe  provision  in  Ger- 
many anH  even  further  ahead 
of  Japan,  France  and  Italy. 

"More  than  £1  billion  has 
been  spent  on  introducing  IT 
into  foe  nation’s  schools  since 
1979  to  put  Britain  into  a 
world-beating  position.”  foe 

report  said. 

There  was  also  a dramatic 
increase  in  computer  owner- 
ship in  households  with  chil- 
dren. A representative  survey 
of  more  than  2,000  pupils 
found  66  per  cent  used  a com- 
puter at  home,  compared  with 
45  per  cent  two  years  ago.  In 
almost  20  per  cent  of  house- 
holds with  children,  there 
were  at  least  two  computers. 
One  in  five  computer -owning 
households  were  connected  to 
the  Internet 

On  average,  a child  with  a 
home  computer  spent  about 
11  hours  a week  using  it  — an 
increase  of  10  per  cent  on  last 
year.  Most  children  under  11 
thought  computers  could  help 
them  learn,  but  only  a third,  of 
children  in  their  early  teens 
shared  this  view. 


Children  learning  computer  skills  as'purf  nf  then-  ra-hnnl 


. PHOTOGRAPH!  MAHTW  ARGLES 


Two  Britons  charged  with  vandalising  one  of  Sicily’s  most  historic  monuments 


John  Hooper 
In  Rome 

xw°  Britons  were  yester- 
■ day  charged  with  vanda- 
lising one  of  Sicily's  most  be- 
loved monuments. 

“U  Liotru”,  as  it  known  in 
the  local  dialect,  stands  in  foe 
main  square  of  Catania  in 


front  of  foe  city’s  town  halL  It 
consists  of  a fountain  fringed 
by  cupids  and  topped  by  an 
elephant,  the  symbol  of 
Catania. 

It  was  erected  in  1735  by 
Giovan  Battista  Vaccarini  to 
symbolize  the  city’s  re-birth 
after  the  earthquake  which 
devastated  It  42  years  earlier. 

Early  on  Tuesday  it  was 


discovered  that  two  of  the  cu- 
pids and  a shell-shaped  basin 
had  been  attacked.  One  of  the 
figures  had  both  legs  broken  . 
off 

it  was  the  third  attack  this 
year  on  an  historic  Italian 
fountain.  In  January,,  a leg 
was  broken  off  one  of  the 
horses  in  foe  “Blancone”  In 
the  Piazza  della  Signoria  in 


Florence.  Last  month,  three 
vandals  attacked  Bernini’s 
fountain  In  foe  Piazza  Na- 
vona  in  Rome.  A British  con- 
sular official  said  yesterday 
that  Thomas  Balls,  aged  37, 
from  Middlesborough.  and 
Richard  Ian  Davison,  aged  24, 
from  Derby,  had  been  charged  , 
with  criminal  damage  of  an 
historical  monument. 


Both  men  were  released 
from  custody  after  apologis- 
ing and  offering:  to  pay  for  the 


Balls  and  Davison  are 
understood  to  have  said  they 
were  in  Sicily  for  a rugby 
tournament,  naming  their 
teams  as  the  House  of  Com- 
mons and  Palatinate.  But  a 
spokeswoman  for  the  Rugby 


Football  Union  said  last 

night-  "There  are  no  affiliated 
ClubS  hearing  cither  of  those 
names".  ------ 

The  Mayorof  Catania,  Earn 
Bianco,  yesterday  appealed 

for  help  from  local  companies 

in  footing  the  bSh  hut  said 
that  with  or  without  help  his 
council  would  have  the  foun- 
tain, mended  within  a month. 
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under  China’s  yoke 


Though  subject  to  a crackdown, 
these  separatists  are  unwilling 
to  suffer  Tibet’s  fate,  writes 

John  McCarthy  in  Tashkent 


THEY  dispute  tie 
name  of  tie  laud  they 
seek  to  liberate,  and 
their  Chinese  oppres- 
sors condemn  them  as  “split- 
tists”.  Trapped  between  farce 
and  tragedy,  exiled  Uighur 
nationalist  groups  have 
lacked  credibility. 

But  early  this  year,  as  Ul- 
gburs  In  China  stepped  up 
their  popular  guerrilla  cam- 
paign against  Beijing’s  rule  in 
East  Turkestan,  the  United 
National  Revolutionary  Front 
of  East  Turkestan  and  the 
Uighurstan  Liberation  Front 
shelved  their  differences  and 
united.  From  their  base  in 
neighbouring  Kazakhstan 
they  could  help  forge  a coher- 
ent independence  movement. 

Inhabiting  the  mainly  desert 
territory  of  Xinjiang  — Chi- 
na’s 660.000-square-mDe  “new 
dominion’',  1,000  miles  from 
the  sea  and  periodically 
closed  to  foreigners  — ui- 
ghurs  have  a degree  of  nomi- 
nal autonomy  from  Beijing. 

Though  they  are  Muslims, 
fundamentalist  Warn  plays 
little  part  in  their  rhetoric  of 
nationalism  and  social 
reform.  They  proudly  liken 
their  struggle  to  that  of  the 
Chechens  and  Afghans,  small 
nations  which  threw  off  the 
yoke  of  big  oppressors.  They 
draw  inspiration  from  their 
recently  independent  Turkic 
cousins,  the  Kazakhs,  Kyrgyz, 
Turkmen  and  Uzbeks  of  for- 
mer Soviet  central  Asia. 

Many  are  turning  to  guns, 
grenades  and  home-made 
bombs  for  political  ends. 
What  Uighurs  want  is  free- 
dom from  China  and  an  end 
to  daily  racial  discrimination. 
They  see  the  C hinese  as  colo- 
nists, settling  ethnic  Han 
peasants  on  their  land  and 
reserving  the  best  jobs  for  mi- 
grants from  eastern  China. 

Government  incentives 
give  skilled  Bun  migrants  sal- 
aries 50  per  cent  above  those 
they  earn  at  home.  Mean- 
while, more  Qian  one  in  four 
Uighurs  is  unemployed. 

With  Xinjiang  emerging  as 
the  strategic  key  to  its  urgent 
search  for  energy,  markets 
and  influence  In  and  beyond 
central  Asia,  Beijing  can  little 
afford  Uighur  unrest 
Impelled  to  open  the 
region’s  long;  tense  frontier 
with  Kazakhstan,  China  has 


found  Xinjiang  unstable  as 
nationalist  and  pan-Turkic 
ideas,  money  and,  some  say, 
weapons  percolate  In. 

In  February  the  smoulder- 
ing Uighur  rebellion  burst 
Into  flame  when  three  young 
separatists  were  executed  in 
Xinjiang’s  capital,  Urumchi. 
Several  hundred  demonstra- 
tors took  to  the  streets  of 
GuUa,  near  the  Kazakh  bor- 
der. demanding  tftat  Chinese 
colonists  quit  the  region. 

When  the  police  turned 
water-cannon  on  them  in 
freezing  temperatures,  the 
demonstration  exploded 
a two-day  running  hatfi? 

Official  figures  put  the 
death  toll  at  10.  Independent 
reports  say  nearly  200  Ui- 


ghurs and  Chinese  were 
killed  in  the  country’s  worst 
ethnic  violence  in  10  years. 

A smuggled-out  film  of  the 
fighting  shows  bodies  lying  In 
pools  of  blood,  one  apparently 
bayonetted.  Burning  vehicles 
litter  the  streets. 

Simultaneous  uprisings  in 
half  a dozen  large  oasis  towns 
and  about  80  smaTigr  settle- 
ments overstretched  the 
1 million  Chinese  troops  in 
the  volatile  west  of  the  region. 

In  the  more  remote  towns,  a 
heavy  security  presence  still 
remains;  elsewhere,  China's 

filipk  prnpfrgandfl  tn^phin»  Pn. 

sored  that  evidence  of  conflict 
was  quickly  swept  away-. 
Even  so,  spent  Kalashnikov 
rounds  He  on  Kashgar’s 

The  February  revolt 
Sparked  increasing  violence. 
Later  Quit  month  Uighur  sep: 


statists  - bombs  on 

throe  Urahclii  buses,  killing 
two  people.  Between  March 
and  May  Uigjbais  dfafmed  res- 
ponsibility for  a series  of  fatal 
bombings  in  Beijing.  The  rev- 

ohrticcary  fttmtsays  separat- 
ists have  set  fire  to  an  oil 
refinery  near  Kaxamay  and 
attacked  several  <31  convoys. 

Reports  have  also  surfaced 
of  a clandestine  IHgfanr  radio 
station  uncovered  by  Chinese 
police  and  attacks  cm  military 
depots  and  strategic  rail  and 
mad  Dribs  to  the  rest  of 
China.  A ' machine-gun  and 
grenade  attack  which  left  is 
policemen  dead  in  the  tense 


south-western  city  cf  Bhutan 
was  also  reported. 

China  has  reacted  with  a 
series  of  "anti-spllttist" 
crackdowns,  arresting  tens  of 
thousands  of  Uighurs  and  ex- 
ecuting hundreds. 

Nine  more  were  shot  in  late 
July.  At  least  seven  tons  of 
explosives,  600  illegal  fire- 
arms and  33,000  rounds  of  am- 
munition, as  well  as  truck- 
loads  ctf  separatist  literature^ 
have  been  seized. 

Some  Han  settlers  have 
begun  to  question  whether 
the  government’s  ftwnttw* 
are  worth  the  risk  of  Uighur 
attacks.  And  for  the  first  time 
since  China’s  Communists 
absorbed  the  Bast  Turkestan 
Republic  under  the  Mao- 
Stalin  deal  of  the  1950s,  Chi- 
na's authoritarian  grip  on 
Xinjiang  is  slipping. 


The  chairman  ofXlnjians's 
regional  government,  Abdula- 
hat  Abdurishlt,  reportedly 
said  last  year  that  “all  meth- 
ods are  acceptable"  to  fight 
separatism  — “penetration, 

propaganda  kming** 

Bulldozers  now  level  an- 
cient bazaars,  the  focus  for 
popular  unrest  and  the  com- 
mercial'heart  of  historic  Silk 
Road  cities.  Wide  streets  of  j 
anonymous  white-tiled  tower 
blocks  are  exposed  to  ar- 
moured vehicles,  and  ambush- 
points  and  alleys  ruled  by 
demonstrators  are  eradicated. 


A year-old  Thai  boy  is  rescued  from  the  wreckage  of  a Vietnam  Airlines  plane  which  crashed  in  a ball  of  Ore  yesterday  as  it  approached  Phnom  Penh 
airport  in  heavy  rain.  He  Is  believed  to  be  the  only  survivor  among  the  66  people  on  the  Soviet-built  Tupolev  134.  which  was  travelling  from  Ho  Chi 
Mlnh  City.  Three  other  people  were  said  to  have  survived  the  crash  but  later  died  of  their  Injuries.  Rescue  workers  reported  that  local  Cambodians 
rifled  through  victims'  pockets  and  scavenged  parts  of  the  wreckage  photograph-  dawd  longstreath 

Korean  exiles  shoulder  a burden  of  division 


Despite  the  BJ5  million  Han 
settlers  who  have  colonised 
Xinjiang  since  1950,  China’s 
veto  in  the  Security  Council 
prevents  the  United  Nations 
from  recognising  China's  rule 
there  as  colonial. 

Meanwhile,  countries  are 
afraid  of  offending  Asia’s 
emerging  superpower,  allow- 
ing  Beijing  to  persecute  Ui-_ 
ghars  and  othw  minorities  In 
its  vast  empire. 

Tibetans  have  Jong  drawn 
world -attention,  but  have  not 
taken  up  arms:  Most  Uighurs 
are  zmt  prepared  to  suffer 
Tibet's  fete. 


Jonathan  Watts  in  Tokyo  reports  on  how  the  divided  loyalties 
of  expatriates  in  Japan  mirrorthe  conflict  in  their  homeland 


1 "HEY  live  side  by  side. 

I share  a common  ethnic 
I identity  and  suffer  sim- 
itar discrimination,  but  the 
680,000  Koreans  resident  in 
Japan  remain  sharply  di- 
vided, despite  signs  of  a 
thaw  on  the  peninsula  itseff. 
Moat  of  them  are  the  de- 
scendants of  labourers  con-, 
scripted  from  the  south  of 
the  Korean  peninsula  dur- 
ing Japanese  colonial  role 
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Facsimte 


before  1945.  Although 
95  per  cent  of  them  were 
born  in  Japan,  strict  nation- 
ality laws  make  it  practi- 
cally impossible  for  them  to 
become  naturalised,  even  if 
they  wanlteK 

Instead*  they  have  to 
choose  whether  to  affiliate 
to  North  or  Sooth  Korea:  a 
derision  that  largely  deter- 
mines their  ability  to  leave 
Japan,  the  type  of  educa- 
tion their  children  receive, 
and  the  friends  they  make. 

"There  is  no  demarcation 
line,  but  political  tension 
here  reflects  the  main- 
land," said  So  Chung-on, 
spokesman  for  the  224,000- 
strong  Chongryon  (General 
Association  for  Korean 
Residents  in  Japan),  which 
takes  its  orders  from  Pyong- 
yang. "If  anything,  relations 
between  ns  and  those  who 
are  affiliated  to  the  South 
have  grown  worse  over  the 
past  few  years." 

Yong  Sang  sMn,  president 
of  the  454,000-strong  MDn- 
dan  (Korean  Residents 
Union  in  Japan),  which  is  af- 
filiated to  the  South,  agreed. 


News  in  brief 


"Relations  have  deterio- 
rated. Chongryon  ignore  our 
overtures  of  friendship, 
abuse  us  in  their  newspaper 
and  refbse  to  cooperate  in 

nm-  MiHfMlpnti  ngnftmf  ."tapn- 

nese  riilCirriinfnflHnTi.” 
Echoing  the  rhetoric  on 
the  peninsula,  each  organi- 
sation blames  the  other  for 
the  conflict  between  them. 

Chongryon  boasts  that  it 
maintains  its  supporters’ 
Korean  identities  through 


about  5,ooo  people  leave 
Chongryon  to  join  ns."  said 
Mr  Tong. 

Relations  between  indi- 
viduals are  better,  bnt  an 
invisible  38th  parallel  can 
intrude  even  there.  Park 
Sooni,  a 25-year-old  stu- 
dent, has  little  Interest  in 
politics.  When  her  family 
derided  to  switch  its  alle- 
giance from  North  to  South 
she  was  pleased,  because  It 
meant  that  she  could  travel 
abroad  without  having  to 
get  special  permission  from 
Japan's  government.  But 
the  switch  changed  her 
family’s  life.  "Oar  friends 


‘It  would  be  extremely  sad  for  our 
children  if  we  cannot  come  together5 


education.  "We  have  142 
schools,  where  students 
learn  the  history  and  lan- 
guage of  Korea  and  get  an 
opportunity  to  visit  the 
mainland,"  said  Ko  Ul-gap, 
deputy  head  of  the  teach- 
ers’ union  for  Chongryon 
schools. 

Min  dan  counters  that  its 
policy  of  engagement  with 
the  Japanese  authorities  is 
prevailing.  “Every  year 


in  Chongryon  called  us 
traitors.  Now.  we  never  see 
them." 

Third-generation  Koreans 
have  long  been  seen  as  the 
best  hope  for  reconciliation 
between  the  two  communi- 
ties in  Japan.  But  politics 
continues  to  get  in  the  way. 
Pak  Toshlkatsu,  who  works 
for  the  Min  dan  youth  sec- 
tion, said  that  when  his  Jap- 
anese university  professor 


Invited  him  and  others  from 
the  Chongryon  community 
to  a social  gathering  last 
year,  it  ended  in  a fierce 
argument. 

"After  a few  drinks,  they 
started  accusing  us  of  be- 
coming too  Japanese.  We 
countered  by  saying  that 
they  were  hypocrites  be- 
cause they  had  no  desire  to 
give  up  their  comfortable 
life  here  to  emigrate  to  the 
North,  where  10.000  people 
are  starving.” 

This  month  there  have 
been  positive  steps  towards 
peace  on  the  peninsula: 
preliminary  talks  in  New 
York,  the  start  of  a project 
to  build  a nuclear  power 
plant  in  North  Korea,  and 
an  announcement  that 
Pyongyang  and  Tokyo  have 
agreed  to  restart  talks 
aimed  at  establishing  nor- 
mal relations. 

To  Koreans  in  Japan, 
who  appear  unable  to  end 
hostilities,  these  develop- 
ments offer  the  best  hope  of 
reconciliation  in  years. 

"The  peace  talks  there 
should  soften  the  mood  here 
and  give  us  a chance  to  im- 
prove relations,”  Mr  Yong 
said.  “It  would  be  extremely 
sad  for  our  children  if  we 
cannot  come  together.” 


Pretoria  nudges  Jakarta  to  release  rebel 


UTH  AFRICA  would  wel- 
the  release  of  the 
Timorese  rebel  leader  Xanana 
Gustnao  before  a state  visit  by 
Indonesia’s  President  Suharto 
in  November,  Pretoria's  am- 
bassador to  Portugal  said. 

But  Kingsley  Makubela  said 
hopes  for  Gusmao’s  release 
from  a 20-year  prison  sen- 
tence should  not  be  seen  as 
pressure  on  Indonesia  or  as  a 
precondition  for  the  visit. 

“The  release  of  Gusmao  and 


other  political  prisoners  will 
show  the  Intention  of  Indone- 
sia to  give  good  faith  to  talks 
on  East  Timor,''  he  told  the 
Foreign  Correspondents’ 
Club  in  Lisbon  on  Tuesday 
night 

Gusmao  was  jailed  in  1993. 
President  Nelson  Mandela, 
wbo  has  offered  to  host  peace 
talks  between  Indonesia  and 
rebels  in  the  former  Portu- 
guese colony,  met  him  during 
a visit  to  Indonesia  in  July 


and  wrote  to  President  Su- 
harto later  that  month  asking 
for  his  release. 

Mr  Makubela  said  South 
Africa  had  received  no  reply 
to  its  letter. 

Indonesia,  which  includes 
the  western  half  of  Timor 
Island,  invaded  East  Timor  in 
1995  after  Portugal  abandoned 
it  Indonesia’s  annexation  of 
the  terrirory  has  never  been 
recognised  by  the  United 
Nations.  — Reuter. 


Mir  crew  deserve  medals  not 
shame,  says  space  official 


RUSSIAN  space  official 
id  yesterday  that  the 
cosmonauts  who  manned  the 
Mir  space  station  during  its 
collision  with  a cargo  ship  in 
June  were  heroes  and  would 
be  recommended  for  medals. 

His  comments  followed  a 
report  quoting  Valery  Ryn- 
min,  the  Russian  co-ordlnator 
of  the  Mir-Nasa  programme, 
as  saying  a commission 
reviewing  the  matter  had  de- 
cided that  the  two,  Vasily 
Tsihliyev  and  Alexander  La- 

zutkln,  were  to  blame. 


Boris  Ostroumov,  deputy 
director  of  the  Russian  Space 
Agency,  said  yesterday.  "We 
have  already  prepared  a pro- 
posal to  decorate  Vasily  Vasi- 
Ilyevich  Tsibliyev  and  Alex- 
ander Ivanovich  Lazutkin.” 

In  remarks  carried  on  Tues- 
day by  the  Itar-Tass  news 
agency,  Mr  Ryumin  said  the 
crew  could  be  fined  for  the 
crash,  the  worst  to  MIT’s  u* 
year  history. 

This  provoked  reports  that 
the  commission  bad  blamed 
the  crew.  — Reuter. 


Israeli  killings  ‘work  of  gang’ 


GUNMEN  thought  to  be  en- 
gaged to  an  underworld 
vendetta  shot  dead  an  Israeli 
man  yesterday  and  killed  an- 
other man  who  stumbled  on 
the  execution,  police  said. 

The  killings  happened  west 
of  Jerusalem,  near  the  Israeli 
Arab  village  of  Abu  Ghosh. 

Police  said  the  first  victim, 
who  had  a criminal  past,  was 
driven  to  the  site  and  shot  by 
the  roadside.  The  second  man 


was  killed  at  the  wheel  of  a 
white  van  a few  yards  away. 
They  believe  he  was  driving 
pari. 

Both  men  were  from  Jeru- 
salem but  appear  to  have  had 
no  other  connection. 

The  police  chief  Assaf  He- 
fetz,  who  attended  the  scene, 
said  It  was  a criminal  Investi- 
gation and  added  that  Arab 
guerrillas  were  not  sus- 
pected. — Reuter. 


Soros  charity 
quits  Belarus 

THE  Soros  Foundation 
said  yesterday  that  it 
was  pulling  out  of  Belarus 
because  its  employees  were 
being  harassed  and  the 
country  was  putting  up  bar- 
riers to  its  activities. 

The  announcement  fol- 
lowed talks  between  gov- 
ernment officials  and  local 
representatives  of  the  foun- 
dation, which  was  set  np  by 
the  philanthropic  tycoon 
George  Soros. 

Relations  have  grown  in- 
creasingly tense  since 
March,  when  the  founda- 
tion’s local  executive.  Peter 
Byrne,  was  barred  from  en- 
tering Belarus.  He  was 
accused  of  sponsoring  the 
opposition,  including  mem- 
bers of  the  media  critical  of 
President  Alexander  Luka- 
shenko's authoritarian 
style. 

The  authorities  accuse 
the  foundation  of  violating 
its  tax-exempt  status  by 
malting  profits. 

The  foundation  says  it 
regularly  donates  to  educa- 
tional, ecological  and  cul- 
tural projects.  — Reuter. 


Sri  Lanka’s 
disappeared 

Sri  Lanka  admitted  yesterday 
that  nearly  i7,noo  people  had 
disappeared  during  a pari 
government  crackdown  on 
Marxists,  and  said  it  would 
prosecute  those  responsible. 

This  was  the  first  official 
estimate  of  tbe  number  who 
vanished  during  a 1989-90 
crackdown  on  the  People's 
Liberation  Front  (JVP). 
which  waged  an  anti-govern- 
ment terrorist  campaign. 
Human  rights  groups  put  the 
Dgure  at  60.000.— AP. 

Manila  blasts 

A woman  was  killed  and  more 
than  10  people  injured  yester- 
day in  two  explosions  in  a Ma- 
nila commercial  district  and  a 
passenger  bus.  Philippines 
police  said.  The  first  was 
caused  by  a grenade  thrown 
in  a busy  street  — Reuter. 

Pilgrims’  progress 

Iraq  is  today  to  open  a border 
crossing  with  Iran  to  receive 
Iranian  pilgrims  to  Its  Shl’ite 
Muslim  shrines,  suspended 
since  the  start  of  the  1980-88 
war,  — Reuter. 

Naxalite  raid 

Eight  members  of  a family 
were  gunned  down  by  out- 
lawed Maoist  militants  in  the 
eastern  Indian  state  of  Bihar 
yesterday,  the  Press  Trust  of 
India  said.  It  quoted  police  as 
saying  the  200  armed  rebels 
were  in  the  Maoist  Commu- 
nist Centre,  part  of  the  Naxa- 
lite movement  — Reuter. 

Sprung  free 

Animal  rights  activists  yes- 
terday freed  at  least  ijoo 
minks  and  200  blue  foxes  at 
for  farms  in  western  Finland, 
spraying  the  words  "concen- 
tration camp”  on  their  cages, 
officials  said.  — AP. 
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Tietmeyer  breaks  rank 


Tha  GwaixflanThursday  September  <11997 

Armed  rebels 


bn  Traynor  In  Bonn 


THE  head  of  the  Ger- 
man Bundesbank, 
Hans  Tietmeyer, 
flatly  contradicted 
Chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl's  espousal  of  the  single 
European  currency  yesterday 
by  saying  that  a delay  in 
launching  the  euro  would  not 
be  a disaster. 

His  comment  is  likely  to 
provoke  a period  of  argument 
in  Germany  at  a critical  stage 
In  deciding  the  fate  of  the 
euro,  and  it  was  promptly  de- 
nounced by  key  supporters  of 
MrKohL 

As  the  latest  projections 
suggested  that  Germany  will 
miss  both  the  budget-deOcit 
and  state-debt  criteria  for  the 
euro  this  year  — the  bench- 
mark year  for  the  scheduled 
1999  launch  — Bonn  settled 
down  to  noisy  rowing  about 


Bundesbank  chief  contradicts  Kohl  by  saying  a delay  in 
the  launch  of  a single  currency  would  not  be  a disaster 


the  euro  after  the  summer 
break. 

Mr  Tietmeyer  said  In  an  In- 
terview to  be  published  today 
in  the  weekly  Die  Woche:  "I 
Just  can’t  follow  much  of  the 
arguments  I’ve  heard  recently 
about  a euro  delay  causing 
the  skies  over  Europe  to  cave 
in  or  pushing  the  economy  off 
the  rails. ” 

He  - warned  that  economic 
and  monetary  union  could 
turn  into  a "union  of  conflict” 
if  its  foundations  were  not 
"stable”. 

Mr  Kohl  and  his  foreign 
minister,  Klaus  Kinfcal,  have 
repeatedly  warned  that  post- 
poning the  euro  would  be  a 
"catastrophe”  for  European, 
integration  and  the  German 


economy.  The  Kohl  camp  also 
regularly  argues  that  eco- 
nomic and  monetary  union 
will  boost  growth  and  create 
jobs. 

Mr  Tietmeyer  pointedly  dis- 
sented from  both  arguments, 
saying  that  the  euro  was  no 
panacea  for  inherent  eco- 
nomic difficulties. 

"If  we  do  not  solve  the 
problems  in  advance,  then  It 
will  be  even  more  difficult 
once  we  are  inside  currency 
union,”  he  said.  To  rmagfno 
that  "aU  economic  problems 
can  be  solved  by  the  creation 
of  the  euro”  was  "a  very  dan- 
gerous illusion”. 

Although  Mr  Tietmeyer 
was  careflil  to  stress  that  he 
was  not  taking  sides  on 


whether  the  euro  should  be 
delayed,  influential  members 
of  the  Kohl  camp  were 
angered  by  his  emphasis. 

Karl  Lamers,  one  of  Mr 
Kohl's  European,  and  foreign 
policy  strategists,  voiced  con- 
tempt for  the  growing  r»Tis 
for  a euro  delay. 

“Behind  calls  for  a post- 
ponement there  is  often  the 
desire  to  bury  the  project  alto- 
gether,” he  said. 

The  former  foreign  minis- 
ter Hans-Dietrich  Genscher 
indirectly  accused  Mr  Tiet- 
meyer of  "minimising  the 
consequences  of  delay"  and 
“playing  into  the  bands  of  the 
advocates  of  postponement". 

Nervousness  In  the.  Kohl 
camp  has  surfaced  in  the 


form  of  pressure  on  Mr 
Lamers  to  redraft  a.peper  on 
EMU  he  was  supposed  to  pub- 
lish this  week.  •" 

As  prepared,  it  backs  the 
1999  launch  and  la  more  frext 
bte  on  the  criteria.  Senior  fig- 
ures In  Mr  Kohl’s  coalition 


have  told  him  to  water  down 
his  commitment  to  BMP  and 
reword  his  paper  to  leave  Mr 
Kohl  with  more  room  for 
manoeuvre.  — 

For  several  months  Mr 
Kohl  has  been  at  daggers 
drawn  with  Edmund  Stolber, 
ffre  Bavarian  prime  minister, 
who  is  insisting  on  the  nar- 
rowest interpretation  of  the 
EMU  criteria  and  a "con- 
trolled delay”  if  those  condt 
turns  are  not  met. 


Jeremy  Lennard  in  Bogota 

“I 


On  Monday  Mr  Stoiber, 

The  bullet  is  undermining 
SSSSS  the  national  ballot,  writes 

bank  vote  on  EMU. 

Mr  Kohl's  spokesman,  Peter 
Hausmann.  said  yesterday  that 

the  Bundesbank  would  make 
its  views  dear  nest  Spring 
through  its  involvement  in.  the 
European  Monetary  Institute, 
the  forerunner  to  the  Euro- 
pean central  bank,  when  it  de- 
dares  its  views  on  who.  is  fit 
for  the  euro. 

The  opposition  Social  Dem- 
ocrats are  also  divided  on  the 
euro.  Gerhard  ScbrBder,-  Mr 
Kohl's  potential  challenger 
for  the  chancellorship  next 
year,  has  long  argued  for  a 
delay,  while  Hannes  Vos- 
cherau,  the  mayor  of  Ham- 
burg, calling  this  week  for  a 
referendum  on  EMU. 

Such  a plebiscite  is  anath- 
ema to  Mr  RohL 


N .THE  jangle,  you 
can  smell  .them  be- 
fore you  see  them,1 
said  Jorge,  sniffing  the  air. 
‘There  are  corpses  dose  by. 
A few  minutes  of  rummaging 


President  Boris  Yeltsin 
(rightl  wipes  away  a tear, 
seated  beside  Orthodox 
patriarchs  at 
yesterday’s  opening 
ceremony  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  the  Saviour  In 
Moscow -one  of  the  star 
projects  of  the  city’s 
mayor,  Yuri  Luzhkov 
(above).  The  president 
may  have  more  to  cry 
about  if  Mr  Luzhkov, 
who  claims  to  have  no 
political  ambitions 
beyond  the  capital,  uses 
this  year's  anniversary 
celebrations  to 
showcase  his 
achievements  as  mayor 
and  build  support  in  the 
rest  of  Russia 

MAIN  PHOTOGRAPH:  YURI  KAOOBNOV 


Moscow  mayor  eyes  the  millennium  prize 


Yuri  Luzhkov  may  be  using  the  capital’s  850th 
birthday  bash  as  the  opening  salvo  in  a challenge 
to  Boris  Yeltsin,  writes  James  Meek  in  Moscow 


THERE  Is  only  one 
Millennium  Dome  in 
the  Russian  capital: 
the  bald,  61ns  hemi- 
sphere of  Mayor  Yuri  Luzh- 
kov’s head.  As  he  prepares 
to  exult  in  Europe’s  biggest 
party  this  year,  the  £40  mil- 
lion celebration  of  Mos- 
cow’s 860th  anniversary, 
the  question  is  whether  the 
lavish  spectacle  is  a feel- 
good shindig  for  Musco- 
vites or  a Russia-wide  ad- 
vertisement for  Mr 
Luzhkov  as  the  perfect  can- 
didate to  replace  President 
Boris  Yeltsin  when  the  mil- 
lennium comes. 

When  the  city  celebrated 
its  800th  anniversary, 
under  Stalin  in  1947,  100 
poets  gathered  to  recite 
poems  on  Moscow.  About 
5.000  trees  were  planted. 
There  was  free  cabbage  In 
the  canteens  and  an  extra 
ration  of  Jam  for  «H- 


This  time  round,  starting 
tomorrow,  Mr  Luzhkov  is 
unleashing  on  Muscovites 
an  unrestrained  bombard- 
ment of  sound,  light,  dry 
ice  and  lasers,  featuring 
Bolshoi  Theatre  stars, 
countless  Russian  torch 
singers,  Luciano  Pavarotti, 
Jean- Michel  Jarre,  a small 
army  of  Brit  roadies  and  an 
image  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
projected  on  the  sky. 

By  no  coincidence,  the 
venues  for  shows  like  Our 
Ancient  Capital,  and  Mos- 
cow, Moscow]  — 1 Love  You 
Like  A Son,  axe  the  brash, 
big-ticket  building  projects 
for  which  the  mayor  has  be- 
come famous. 

They  are  the  rebuilt,  gold- 
domed  Church  of  Christ  the 
Saviour,  the  underground 
shopping  complex  at  Man- 
ezh  Square  outside  the 
Kremlin  (annual  rent  — 
£3,000  per  sq  yd)  and  the 


its  atmosphere,  the  remak- 
ing and  renaissance  of  Mos- 
cow, are  not  shown  to  Rus- 
sians and  the  world,  it  will 
amount  to  spitting  in  the 
soul  of  Russia,”  he  said. 


roofed-over  100,000-seat 
Luzhniki  Stadium. 

Mr  Luzhkov  Insists  that 
be  has  no  political  ambi- 
tions beyond  running  Mos- 
cow. Yet  his  enraged  reac- 
tion to  the  wanting  by  the 
country’s  biggest  television 
channel,  ORT,  that  It  will 

the  city  since  1992  and  was 
elected  unchallenged  with 
90  per  coat  of  the  vote  last 
year.  Is  not  used  to  being 
thwarted. 

He  runs  Moscow  as  his 
personal  property.  Involv- 
ing hfamwif  to  every  deci- 
sion — from  the  lease  of  mo- 

‘If  the  renaissance  of  Moscow  is  not 
broadcast  to  Russians  and  the  world,  it 
will  be  spitting  in  the  soul  of  Russia1 

not  broadcast  all  the  holi- 
day events  live,  showed 
how  desperate  he  Is  that 
the  whole  country  should 
be  reminded  of  his 
achievements. 

"If  this  blackmail  over 
the  broadcast  of  a people’s 
holiday  succeeds,  if  the 
character  of  thi«  holiday. 

nidpal  property  to  the  size 
of  cages  in  the  revamped 
zoo.  He  has  won  the  capital 
exemption  from  Russia’s 
privatisation  programme, 
state  housing  reforms  and. 
residence  laws. 

The  media,  beholden  to 
him  for  office  space,  print- 
ing plants  and  trouble-free 

distribution,  rarely  criti- 
cise him.  The  elected  city 
council  exists  only  to  rub- 
ber-stamp his  decisions. 
Foreign  Investors,  once 
hostile,  have  found  that.  If 
they  play  by  his  rules  they 
are  made  welcome.  The 
people  of  Moscow  see  a 
cleaner,  brighter  city 
where  they  are  paid  — on 
Hmp  — hiphpr  than  average 
wages  and  pensions. 

Despite  his  enmity 
towards  communism,  even 
the  Communist  opposition 
claims  him  almost  as  one  of 
Sts  own. 

"Luzhkov  could  count  on 
victory  in  presidential  elec- 
tions with  his  image  of  a 
strong,  hands-on  adminis- 
trator,” said  Alexander  Ktt- 
vayov,  a State  Duma . MP 
who  heads  Moscow’s  Com- 
munist Party  organisation. 
“His  position  in  Moscow  Is 
getting  stronger  all  the  time. 
But  his  status  in  the  regions 
Is  still  not  solid  enough.” 

Yet  Russia’s  powerful  new 
class  of  elected  regional  gov- 
ernors have  been  profound- 
ly Influenced  by  Mr  Luzh- 
kov’s-success.  They  may 


accuse  Moscow  of  sucking 
wealth  from  the  provinces, 
but  they  are  Increasingly 
following  his  example. 

The  ambitious  governor 
of  Saratov  region  has  in- 
vented a 200-year  anniver- 
sary to  match  Moscow’s 
850th.  The  southern  city  of 
Voronezh  is  rebuilding  its 
own  demolished  church. 

_ Most  telling  for  the 
future  shape  of  UnariBn 
politics  was  an  encounter 
in  Nizhny  Novgorod  on 
July  22,  when  the  new  gov- 
ernor, Ivan  Sklyarov, 
praised  Mr  Luzhkov  as  his 
role  model,  pointedly  ig- 
noring his  own  predeces- 
sor, the  young  liberal  Boris 
Nemtsov,  famed  in  Russia 
and  abroad  as  the  man  who 
made  Western-sponsored 
reforms  "work”  in  Nizhny. 

The  episode,  when  Mr 
Luzhkov  made  a storming 
speech  attacking  "foreign- 
ers who  want  to  come  and 
rule  our  economy”  as  Mr 
Nemtsov  listened  in  angry 
silence,  may  yet  come  to  be 
seen  as  the  opening  round 
in  the  2000  presidential 
race. 


to  prevent  Chernobyl  leaks  | Senior  general  supports  Plavsic 


Stephen  Bates  in  Brussels 


THE  European  Union  is  to 
provide  a grant  of  nearly 
£70  million  to  the  Ukraine  to 
help  shore  up  the  dilapidated 
concrete  sarcophagus  encasing 
the  Chernobyl  nuclear  plant 
which  experienced  meltdown 
H years  ago  in  the  world’s 
worst  nudear  accident 
*2*5.  agreed  yester- 

day by  the  European  Commis- 
slon  in  Brussels,  more  than 
doubles  the  amount  it  has 
given  since  the  accident  in 
April  1988. 

al2*f  EU  ls  contributing 
about  a seventh  of  the  sum 
thought  necessary  to  repair 
Sf  raatag.  The  grant  forms  a 
third  of  the  $300  million  fund- 
fog  agreed  by  G7  member 
states  — Including  Britain, 


France  and  Germany  — at  the 

Denver  summit  in  .Turn* 

Scientists  who  have  visited 
Chernobyl  believe  the  reme- 
dial work  is  urgently  needed 
to  prevent  radiation  leaking 
from  the  sarcophagus,  which 
is  beginning  to  crack.  . 

The  work  is  expected  to 
take  up  to  10  years. 

The  Ukraine,  which  is  res- 
ponsible for  the  plant,  has 
complained  of  a lack  of  inter- 
national help  in  doming  with 
maintenance  costs. 

But  the  EU  is  exasperated 
by  what  it  sees  as  Ukrainian 
stalling  on  the  complete  clo- 
sure of  Chernobyl  because  of 
its  attempt  to  become  self-suf- 
ficient In  energy. 

The  grant  will  be  chan- 
nelled through  the  European 
Bank  for  Reconstruction  and 
Development 


Jonathan  Steele 


THE  Bosnian  Serbs’ most 
senior  general  appears 
to  have  swung  Ms  sup- 
port behind  President  Bfljana 
Plavsic  In  her  war  of  attrition 
against  the  hardline  camp  of 
Radovan  Karadzic,  the  in- 
dicted war  criminal  for- 
mer president 
General  Pero  Colic,  the 
army  chief  of  staff,  described 
Mrs  Plavsic  as  the  "supreme 
commander”  shortly  after 
meeting  her  in  Banja  Luka. 
He  also  said  She  could  decide 

which  Interior  minister the 

man  who  commands  the  vari- 
ous police  forces  — attends 
meetings  of  the  Bosnian  Serb 
supreme  defence  council. 

Gen  Colic  pointedly  refused 
to  meet  Mrs  Plavsic  last 


month,  indirectly  accusing 
her  of  destabilising  the  Bos- 
nian Serb  entity  created  by 
the  Dayton  peace  accords. 

QIs  change  of  tarHc$  is  a 
sign  that  Nate's  wflVwN  to 
strengthen  Mrs  Plavsic  during 
foe  last  few  weeks  have  borne 
fruit  Troops  from  the  stabili- 
sation force  $-For  have  seized 
television  transmitters  to  pre- 
vent them  broadcasting  anti- 
Plavsic  propaganda.  They 
have  also  taken  over  a num- 
ber of  police  stations  which 
had  defied  her  authority. 

Mrs  Plavsic  began  her  battle 
With.  Mr  TTarafln>  this  spring 
when  he  continued  to  wield 
power . by  manipulating  ^ 
Republika  Srpska’s  main  po- 
litical party,  the  SDS- She  also 
denounced  him  for  running  a 
series  of  lucrative  black  mar- 
ket rackets. 


Her  attempt  to  replace  Mr 
Karadzic's  police  minister 
foiled  when  the  man  she 
sacked  refused  to  give  up 
power.  But  Gen  Colic's  indi- 
cation that  the  rebel  minister 
has  no  claim  to  a seat  on  the 
supreme  defence  council  is  a 
major  blow  to  Mr  Karadzic. 

His  hardline  supporters 
have  ignored  last  Sunday’s 
deadline  which  put  tight 
restrictions  on  his  heavily 
armed  special  police.  A 
spokesman  for  the  Nato-led 
force.  Major  Chris  Riley,  said 
yesterday  that  the  S-For  sol- 
diers would  take  "appropriate 

action”  against  them. 

In  two  further  signs  of 
weakness  in  the  Karadzic 
camp,  foe  Bosnian  Serb  prime 
minister.  Gojko  KUckovic, 
hinted  yesterday  that  the  rul- 
ing party  may  boycott  next 


week’s  local  elections,  while 
Momcilo  Krajisnik,  the  Bos- 
nian Serb  member  of  the 
three-man  Bosnian  presi- 
dency, spoke  of  a compromise 
with  the  international  war 
crimes  tribunal  in  The  Hague. 

An  election  boycott  by  the 
SDS  would  hand  victory  'to 
less  hardline  opponents  and 
even  allow  Bosnian  Muslim 
refugees  who  were  driven 
from  their  homes  by  ethnic 
cleansing  to  reassert  their  au- 
thority In  towns  In  the  Bos- 
nian Serb  mini-state. 

During  a meeting  with  the 
United  Nations  human  rights 
investigator,  Elisabeth  Rebn, 
Mr  Krajisnik  hinted  that  Mr 
Karadzic  wanted  to  negotiate 
on  the  demands  that  he 
should,  be  tried  on  suspicion 
of  war  crimes,  and  offered  to 
mediate  on  his  behalf. 


revealed  a small  clearing 

flmnng  fh»  himan*  plantn  and 

In  it  lay  the  bodies  of  three 
men.  They  were  fooe  down  In 
the  dirt;  their  “hands  tied  be- 
hind their  backs.  They  h«d 
been  hacked  to  death  with 
machetes. 

Like  so  many  victims  of  Co- 
lombia's internal  conflict;  the 
men  were  civilians  caught  up 
in  tit-for-tat  attacks  - by  right- 
wing  paramilitaries  and  left- 
wing  guerrillas.  The  rival  fac- 
tions rarely  meet  in  combat, 
preferring  to  round  up  and 
km  civilians  suspected  of  col- 
laboration with  the  enemy 
In  this  case,  the  men  were  vic- 
tims of  the  mochacabezas 
(headcuttersX  a local  name 
for  the  paramilitaries. 

Tntwwntinn  by  the  interna- 
tional community  has  helped 

to  gnd  guerrilla-  wars  in  the 
rest  of  Latin  America,  but 
this  -conflict  has  rumbled  on 
for  more  than  so  years.  Tens 
of  thousands  have  died,  and 
in  the  past  10  years  nearly  a 
million  people  have  been 
forced  to  flee  their  homes. 

with  municipal  elections 
due  In  October  and  a general 
election  next  year,  the  vio- 
lence shows  few  signs  of  abat- 
ing. While  President  Ernesto 
Samper  struggles  to  open 
peace  talks;  rebels  on  both 
sides  have  stepped  up  their 
bloody  campaigns  for  politi- 
cal dout 

Thirty  mayors  have  been 
aaBasBlTmtwd  this  year.  Many 
local  officials  have  resigned 
in  tire  face  of  death  threats.  In 
C6sar  province,  where  298 
councillors  sou  threatening  to 
resign,  their  president,  Jairo 
Flfirez,  described  the  situa 
tkm  as  “critical,  chaotic  and 
desperate”. 

The  conflict  is  becoming  in- 
creasingly focused  on  the 
drug  trade.  The.  guerrillas 
control  vast  tracts  in  foe 
South  where  much  of  the 
country’s  coca  is  grown  and 
processed  into  cocaine.  They 
(barge  -protection-  money  to 
formers  and  allegedly  co-ordi- 
nate the  collection  and  distri- 
bution of  their  wares. 

The  paramilitaries  domi- 
nate the  north-east  of  the 
country,  where  they  protect 
smuggling  and  trade  routes 
for  wealthy  landowners,  busi- 
nessmen arid  traffickers.  Both 
left  and  right  have  warned 
that  traditional  party  candi- 
dates campaigning  on  their 
patch  wffl  be  targeted. 

Last  month  a joint  opera- 
tion by  the  country’s  two 
main  guerrilla  groups  — the 
Revolutionary  Armed  Forces 
of  Colombia  (Fare)  and  the 
National  Liberation  Army 
(ELN)  — kidnapped  the  nine 
town  councillors  of  Simiti 
and  23  electoral  candidates. 
They  were  released  10  days 
later  after  pledging  to  with- 
draw from  politics. 

The  Mapiripan  massacre  in 
July  was  another  worrying 
development  --  the  first  para- 
military incursion  Into  Fare- 
controlled  southern  territory. 
The  paramilitaries  occupied 
the  town  -for  several  days, 
rounded  up  30  suspected  guer- 
rilla sympathisers,  beheaded 
them  and  dumped  their 
bodies  to  the  river.  This  weds 
all  candidates  in  the  area 
withdrew  from  the  poll 
to.  Putamayo  province,  dis- 
ruption and  intimidation 
threaten  the  entire  electoral 
process.  “If  the  situation  gets 
any  worse;- we  may  have  to 
suspend  voting,”3aid  the  gov- 
ernor, Jorge  Fuenbringer. 

The  army  has  proved  inef- 
fective to  protecting  the  civil- 
ian population.  Indeed,  many 
of  the  4,000  people  who  fled, 
the  Jungle  town  of  Riosucio  to 
March  claim  they  were  driven 
out  by  army  bombardments. 

The  army  is  forced  to  de- 
vote many  of  Its  poorly 
equipped  and  unmotivated 
troops  to  protecting  oil  instat 
latums  and  other  economic 


The  war  between  leftwing 
guerrillas,  above,  and 
rightwing  paramilitaries  Is 
centred  on  the  drugs  trade 


targets  from  guerrilla  attacks, 
leaving  a reduced  force  to  ac- 
tively pursue  the  rebels. 

The  armed  forces  get  little 
or  no  information  from  local 
people,  many  of  whom  believe 
that  the  army  works  with  the 
paramilitaries.  Reports  by 
Human  Rights  Watch  Ameri- 
cas. and  the  United  States 
state. department  support 
claims  - ;• 

During  the  past  18  months, 
the  army  has  suffered  a series 
of  humiliating  defeats  at  the 
hands  of  the  guerrillas,  most 
notably  at  Deliclas.  In 
August  last  year  500  Fare 
rebels  stormed  an  army  base 
on  the  border  with  Ecuador. 
They,  razed  It  to  the  ground 
and  kidnapped  60  soldiers. 

The  subsequent  release  of 
the  hostages,  nine  months 
later,  was  turned  Into  a pub- 
licity coup  by  the  Fare.  In 
talks  with  the  government, 
they  .demanded  a military 
withdrawal  from  5,000  square 
miles  of  coca  growing  terri- 
tory, before  inviting  the  inter- 
national press  in  to  witness 
their- show  of  strength. 

"On  one  hand  the  guerrillas 
reap  the  'fruits  of  long'  term 
planning- and  a dear  strat- 
egy,-” said  a political, analyst. 
Alfredo  Rangel.  "On  the 
other,  the  army  is  hobbled  by 
disorganisation  and  lack  of 
dear  objectives." 

President  Samper  an- 
nounced his  determination 
that  the  soldiers’  release 
should  mark  the  start  of  a 
lasting  peacepcocess,  and  the 
negotiating  team  which  se- 
cured an  end  to  the  Las  Dell- 
das  has  stoee  been 

holding  talks  with  all  sides  in 
the  conflict  But  few  are  opti- 
mistic of  success. 

Meantime,  some  are  fed  up 
with  waiting  for  the  violence 
to  end.  A group  of  local  and 
international  non-govern- 
mental organisations,  to  con- 
junction with  the  Catholic 
Church,  have  set  up  a com- 
munity of  peace  to  San  Jose 
de  Apartado,  a formerly  de- 
serted town  to  foe  war-torn 
jungle  province  of  Uraba.  San 
Jose  is  currently  home  to  800 
internal  refugees  from  fight- 
ing elsewhere  to  Uraba. 

But  ' despite  its  status  of 
active  neutrality,  the  commu- 
nity has  lost  40  members  — 

5 per  cent  of  its  population  — 
since  It  was  established  four 
months  ago.  Most  residents 
refrise  to  leave  the  town  with- 
out an  escort  from  the  inter- 
national community  forfear 
of  paramilitary  attacks,. 

"The  • bullet  threatens  to 
miftarmtep  thu  hallnt  In  many 
of  Caknhbia’s  rural  .areas. 
The  entire  demdcraSc  pro- 
cess is  . under  attack  _and  the 
outlook  ls  bleak,”,  concludes 

Mr.RangeL 

A huge  car.  bomb  was  de- 
fused yesterday  outside  foe 
offices  of  the  El  Munrio  news- 
paper in  the  north-west  Co- 
lombian city  of  Medellin.  The 
police  blamed  the  rebels.  The 
paper  is  30  yards  from  the 
headquarters  of  foe  4th  army 
brigade. 


A man  who  was  stabbed  in  the  heart  is  rushed  away  by 
doctors  for  treatment  in  the  emergency  room  of  San  Juan 
deDtos  hospital  in  Bogntfi.  photograph:  mh-rhmth  davenpo^ 
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Sir  Rudolf  Bing 

Golden 

age  of 

the  Met 

^BINGJ  1 8teIy-  one  to  dfei 
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55;  “SL««  *£?*  ‘Jaiddy  became  the  em 
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SIR  RUDOLF  BING 
who  has  died -aged 
95.  once  said  that 
the  whole  of  his 
career  until  1949 
was  a preparation  for  the 
New  York  Metropolitan 
Opera.  Not  that  his  accom- 
plishments before  1949  were 
exactly  negligible. 

Bing  was  bom  in  a Vienna 
that  was  still  the  capital  of  die 
Austro-Hungarian  empire  at 
the  beginning  of  the  century. 
He  was  the  son  of  an  rndnstri- 
ahst.  and  a member  of  a music 
loving  family.  After  a Job  with 
a concert  agency,  he  had  by 
the  late  3920s  become  Carl 
Ebert’s  administrative  assis- 
tant In  Darmstadt  and  Berlin. 

Following  the  Nazi  take- 
over in  Germany  be  joined 
Ebert  — and  Fritz  Busch  — at 
Glyndeboume  Festival  Opera 
in  Sussex,  in  1935  — when  it 
was  one  year  old  — as  general 
manager,  a post  he  held  until ! 
1949.  After  Glyndeboume  I 
shut  down  on  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  in  1339,  he  worked 
as  a manager  at  Peter  Jones 
department  store  in  Chelsea. 

During  that  time  he  con- 
ceived the  then  daring  plan 
for  an  annual  international 
festival  to  be  held  in  Britain 
after  the  war.  It  was  an  idea 
he  managed,  amazingly 
enough,  to  sell  to  Edinburgh 
and  from  1947  to  1949  he  was 
the  festival's  artistic  director. 

He  was  thus  responsible  tor 
reuniting  Bruno  Walter  with 
the  Vienna  Philharmonic,  a 
feature  of  the  first  festival  in 
1947.  On  the  same  occasion  he 
revealed  to  the  world  the 
genius  of  the  contralto  Kath- 
leen Perrier,  whom  he  had  in- 
troduced to  the  great  conduc- 
tor. Without  Bing,  Britain 
would  have  taken  longer  to 
emerge  from  the  provinciality 
imposed  upon  it  by  the  war. 
He  had  become  a naturalised 
British  citizen  in  1946. 

In  America,  Bing  assumed 
star  status  almost  immedi- 


ately. Hardly  one  to  discour- 
■age  the  cult  of  personality1,  fie 
quickly  became  the  embodi- 
ment, as  general  manager,  of 
the  nation’s  premier  musical 
institution.  As  he  often 
“Everything  that  goes  on  at 
the  Met,  down  to  the 
of  the  Third.  Orphan  in  Der 
Rosenkaualier,  is  my  respon- 
sibility.'* Fearless  as  few 
other  Met  directors  had  ever 
been,  he-  showed  no  hesitation 
in  dispensing  with  artists  he 
felt  were  not  prepared  to  give 
their  all  to  the  company, 
among  them  the  Danish- 
American  tenor  Lauritz  Met 
chi  or,  the  Brazilian  soprano 
Bidu  Sayao,  Robert  Merrill, 
the  Italian  tenor  Giuseppe  di 
Stefano,  even  Maria  CaUas. 

Because  Of  bis  imwin'rma.  an. 
thority,  be  was  able  to  defy . 
the  Met  board  and  achieve  a 
breakthrough  of  lasting  sig- 
nificance, both  socially  and 
artistically:  at  a tima  when 
the  United  States  was  stm 
largely  segregated,  he  en- 
gaged Marian  Anderson,  the 
first  black  singer  to  appear  at 
the  Met  in  January  1955. 

He  also  overcame  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  board  by  reintro- 
ducing in  (he  early  1950s  the 
Norwegian  soprano  Kirsten 
Flagstad,  falsely  accused  of 
singing  tor  the  Nazis,  despite 
a savage  campaign  in  the 
papers.  Though  the  New  York 
press,  from  whom  he  never 
concealed  his  contempt  al- 
ways said  him  short,  he  was 
rightly  regarded  by  the  world 
at  large  as  the  man  who 
finally  brought  the  Met  into 
the  20th  century. 

When  he  arrived  in  New 
York,  musical  standards  were 
high,  production  standards 
abysmal.  Though  the  Met  had 
most  of  the  world's  great  sing- 
ers  under  contract,  all  they 
were  required,  to  do  was  line 
up  across  the  stage  and  vocal- 
ise while  the  tattered  sets 
shook  as  though  in  empathy. 
One  critic  Of  the  time  said 


Safe  pair  of  hands ...  as  general  manager  of  the  New  York  Metropolitan  Opera,  Rudolf  Bing  introduced  high  production  standards 


that  the  scenery  of  Gtoconda 
looked  older  than  the  Venice 
ft  was  supposed  to  represent 

By  introducing  the  stan- 
dards of  the  contemporary 
stage  Bing  changed  the  Mat's 
entire  orientation.  In  his 
early  seasons  he  engaged  pro- . 
ducers  such  as  Margaret  Web- 1 
ster,  Tyrone  Guthrie,  Alfred  ; 
Lunt,  Peter  Brook  and  Garson 
Tfanin.  For  the  first  time  in 
many  years  the  Met  took  on 
the  character  of  a. serious  ar- 
tlsticinstftutlon. 

None  the  less,  Bing  had 


more  administrative  skill  l 
than  creative  imagination.  He 
was  Incapable  of  taking  the  , 
company  beyond  the  kind  of 
achievement  with  which  he  | 
himself  had  grown  up  artisti- 
cally. The  impulsion  behind 
his  opening  Don  Carlos  was 
Ebert’s  pre-war  Berlin  stag- 
ing. The  Cost  Pan  note  that 
followed  was  Inspired  by 
Ebert's  famous  Glyndeboume 
production  — even  the  de- 
signer, Rolf  Gerard,  was  the 
same.  Wozzeck,  Macbeth, 
Porza,  Simon  Boccanegra,  the 


Mess  el-designed  Figaro  all 
came  out  of  his  past 

Despite  his  theatrical 
reforms,  the  company's  most ; 
notable  asset  remained  its 
casting.  In  1964-65,  for, 
instance,  the  roster  of  sopra- 
nos included  Albanes.  Gafin* 
Cresptn,  della  Casa,  Mflanov, 
Moffe,  Nilsson,  Leontyne 
Price,  Rothenberger,  Ry- 
sanek,  Schwarzkopf,  Suther- 
land and  Tebaldi.  No  wonder 
that  to  retrospect  the  Bing 
era  looks  like  a golden  age. 

By  the  time  he  retired  in 


1972,  a year  after  receiving  a 
knighthood  and  six  years 
after  he  had  fed  the  company 
into  its  new  home  in  rinchin 
Centre,  he  had  long  outlasted  1 
his  usefulness.  Without  a 
steady  supply  of  big  stars  he 
had  no  idea  of  what  to  do  with 
a house  the  size  of  the  new 
Met  Neither  did  his  Immedi- 
ate successors.  Only  after 
much  trial  and  error  has  the 
current  administration  found 
a solution  in  the  promotion  of 
glitz.  In  1972  his  5000  Nights 
At  The  Opera  was  published. 


Bing’s  last  years  were  sad. 
Before  confinement  to  the 
suburban  nursing  home  in 
which  he  died,  be  could  often 
be  seen  at  the  Met  wandering 
vacantly  around  the  stalls 
Just  before  the  lights  went 
down. 

His  first  wife,  Nina,  whom 
he  married  in  1938,  died  in 
1983.  Frail  and  dearly  men- 
tally incapacitated,  he  and  his  | 
much  younger  second  wife, 
whom  he  married  in  1987. 
later  declared  psychologically  I 
unstable  by  a New  York  j 


PHOTOGRAPH;  PETER  JOHNS 

court,  were  trying  to  find  a 
place  to  perch.  The  new  man- 
agement would  not  give  com- 
plimentary seats  to  the  man 
who  had  ruled  there  with 
such  absolute  authority  a de- 
cade earlier.  But  then,  it  was 
no  longer  the  same  Institu- 
tion. The  marriage  was  an- 
nulled in  1989. 

Dal*  Harris 

Rudolf  Franz  Joseph  Bing,  Im- 
presario, bom  January  9,  1902; 
died  September  2, 1997 


^ Louis  Essen 
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Split-second  decisions 


LOUIS  ESSEN,  who  has 
died  aged  88,  re-mea- 
sured the  velocity  of 
light  and  challenged 
aspects  of  Einstein's  special 
theory  of  relativity.  A former 
deputy  director  of  the 
National  Physical  Labora- 
tory, his  research  changwd 
the  way  in  which  the  world 
measures  time. 

From  the  1930s,  when  he 
worked  on  the  world's  first 
quartz  oscillator-hased 
clocks,  to  the  1960s,  when  in- 
ternational time  switched 
from  astronomical  measure- 
ment to  a “standard  second'* 
based  on.  his  version  of  the 
atomic  (caesium)  dock,  Essen 
was  among  the  world  leaders 
in  the  physics  of  frequency 
generation  and  measurement. 
During  the  second  world  war 
his  work  on  quartz  oscillators 
proved  crucial  to  military 
communications  systems. 

The  son  of  a Nottingham 
cobbler,  Essen's  childhood 
spanned  the  hard  years  of  the 
great  war.  In  the  early  3920S 
his  exceDepce  at  Nottingham 
Tngh  pavement  School  fed  to. 
a scholarship  at  Nottingham 
University  College,  where  ha 
graduated  with  a London 
physics  degree  in ' 1928.  He 
won  his  PhD  in  1941  and  DSc 
in  1948.  ^ 

Shortly  after  graduation,  lie 
was  invited  to  join  the 
National  Physical  Laboratory 
at  Teddington  to  work  with  D 
W Dye  on  "tuning  fork” 
docks  — which  they  showed 


to  have  greater  stability  than 
pendulum  clocks  — and  oa 
the  possibility  of  using  quartz 
oscillators  to  measure  time. 

After  Dye's- death  in  1932, 
Essen  concentrated  an  this 
aspect  of  the  research  and 
during  the  next  six  years  de- 
veloped the  quartz  ring  clock, 
an  instrument  of  such  stabil- 
ity that  ft  was  widely  used  in 
astronomical  observatories  as 
an  Independent  time  stan- 
dard. This  was  the  clock 
against  which,  tor  the  first 
time,  variations  in  the  speed 
of  rotation  of  the  earth  could 
be  measured  routinely  and 
accurately — a giant  stride  in 


controversial 
doubts  about 
Einstein’s 
special  theovy 

man’s  observational  ability. 
During  the  second  world  war 
Essen's;  expertise  was  applied 
to  curing  the  problems  cf  in- 
stability in  high  frequency 
ccanmnnicaflop  systems  arid . 
to  developing  special  cables 
for  use  at  microwave  frequen- 
cies, as-  required  for  short- 
wave radar.  This  was  ah  un- 
charted area  of  technology,  so. 
Essen  developed  entirely  new. 
types,  of  measuring  instru- 


ments tndndlng  the  cavity 
resonance  wavemeter,  which 
became  widely  used  in  indus- 
try and  in  international 
calibration. " 

- During  the  war  Essen  real-, 
feed  that  cavity  resonance  de- 
vices. which  .derive  their 
properties  from  the  relation- 
ship between  their  internal 
dimensions  and  tin*  electro- 
magnetic constant  — that  is 
the  speed  of  light  — might  be 
used  to  measure  the  speed  of , 
light  itself  with  greater  accu- 
racy  than  any  earlier  method. 
Hfe  first  measurements  with 
this  method,  carried  out  with 
A C Gordon-Smith  in  1946, 
showed  the  velocity  of  light  to 
be  299,792  kilometres  a 
second,  16  km/sec  greater 
than  the  value  accepted  at 
that  time.  In  1950,  using  an 
improved  resonator,  he  de- 
rived a value  of  299,7925 
km/ see  — within,  two  metres 
per  second  of  the  later  laser- 
based  figure  adapted  in  1975. 

Inevitably  in  the  post-war 
years  Essen,  as  deputy  chief 
scientist  responsible  for  fre- 
quency standard  research  at 
the  National  Physical  Labora- 
tory, became  interested  in  the 
pioifeering  devices  and  pro- 
posal by  the  American  Nobel 
Laureate  I J Rahi  that  the  fre- 
quency . of  atomic  spectral 
lines  might  be  used  as  a time 
mttrybtni  of  extraordinary  ac- 
curacy-In  this  period  the  first 
hydrogen,  and  ammonia 
masers,  .based  oh  atomic 
beams,  were  being  con-  ■ 


structed  in  America.  Several 
laboratories  were  investigat- 
ing the  possibility  of  using 
this  technique,  as  Rahi  had 
proposed,  to  construct  a de- 
vice of -such  accuracy  that  it 
could  measure  the  changing 
rate  of  a clock  with  changing 
gravitational  potential  — as 
Is  predicted  by  Einstein’s  gen- 
eral theory  of  relativity. 

However,  instabilities  pre- 
vented the  development  of  a 
useful  instrument.  In  the 
early  1950s  Essen  visited 
American  laboratories,  in- 
cluding the  US  National  Lab- 
oratory of  Standards  where  a 
caesium  dock  had  been  con- 
structed. This  also  fell  far 
short  of  the  required  standard 
and  although  Essen  then 
knew  little  about  atomic 
clocks,  his  experience  with 
oscillators  and  resonance  cav- 
ities gave  him  an  insight  into 
the  problems. 

Back  at  Teddington,  work- 
ing with  JVL  Parry,  he  de- 
signed and  operated  a novel 
caesium  clock  of  much 
greater  stability  and  accu- 
racy. Details  were  commnni- 
cated  to  the  world  through 
the  Royal  Society  in  Decem- 
ber 1966  arid  published  in 
August  1957  as  The  Caesium 
Resonator  as  a Standard  qf 
Frequency  and  Time.  The 
paper  Included  proof  of  in- 
strument accuracy  to  within 
one  part  in  10,000  million  — 
an  error  of  a third  of  a second 
per  century. 

By  the  time  this  was  pub- 


Time  lord . . . Louis  Essen 

lfahed,  Essen  had  unproved 
the  clock  to  an  accuracy  of 
one  part  In  a million  million, 
launching  the  world  into  the 
era  of  practical  atomic  clocks.  I 
This  design,  used  at  Tedding- 
ton to  measure  the  accuracy 
of  quartz  oscillators,  was 
taken  up  globally  and,  with 
various  refinements,  became 
the  agreed  scientific  standard 
for  the  definition  of  the 
“mean  solar  second”  from 
which  international  time  is 
now  derived. 

Throughout  bis  career, 
Essen  brought  his  expertise 
in  measurement  to  bear  on 
the  predictions  of  Einstein’s 
general  and  special  theories 


PHOTOGRAPH:  ROY  COOK 

of  relativity.  In  the  late  1930s 
be  measured  the  frequencies 
of  matched  quartz  oscillators 
of  which  one  was  rotated  rap- 
idly and,  in  the  1950s,  com- 
pared the  velocity  erf  the 
reflected  components  of  a 
split  radio  signal  propagated 
along  and  at  right  angles  to 
earth's  orbit  (a  radio  version 
of  the  celebrated  Micbelson- 
Morley  experiment),  obtain- 
ing a null  result  in  both 
experiments. 

These  results  set  limits  on 
Einstein’s  predictions  and 
were  in  no  way  controversiaL 
However,  later  in  his  career, 
Essen  voiced  controversial 
doubts  about  aspects  of  Bin- , 


stein’s  special  theory.  In  1971, 
as  an  Oxford  Science 
Research  paper,  he  published 
The  Special  Theory  qf  Relativ- 
ity: a critical  analysis  which 
revealed  contradictory  as- 
sumptions and  other  Haws  in 
some  of  Einstein’s  'thought” 
experiments. 

As  a government  scientist 
Essen  bad  overstepped  the 
limits  of  convention.  In  the 
ensuing  if  largely  concealed 
fttrore.  be  was  quietly  warned 
not  to  pursue  these  matters 
further.  He  retired  in  1972, 
commenting  later  that  al- 
though the  controversy  had 
not  affected  bis  career 
it  may  have  stimulated  a 
great  deal  of  useful  thought 
elsewhere- 

A scientist  of  modesty  and 
physical  and  intellectual 
strength.  Essen  was  also  a 
family  man.  an  enthusiastic 
and  seemingly  tireless  walker 
who  loved  the  Derbyshire 
hills,  a man  who  would  Im- 
merse himself  in  classical 
music  and  who,  in  later  life, 
enjoyed  captaining  the  local  i 
bridge  team.  He  won  many 
awards,  including  an  OBE  In 
1959  and.  paradoxically.  In 
the  same  year,  at  the  height  of 
the  cold  war,  the  Popov  Gold 
Medal  of  the  Soviet  Academy 
of  Sciences-  He  was  elected  a 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  in 
I960. 

In  1937,  when  still  a Not- 
tingham undergraduate 
F.cBftn  had  married  Joan  Mar- 
gery Greenhalge,  who  became 
his  lifelong  companion  and 
who  survives  him.  There  are 
four  daughters. 

AnlhonyTuctaw 

Louis  Essen,  physicist,  bora 
September  6,  1908;  died  August 
24.1997 


Birthdays 


! Joan  Aiken,  novelist  and 
children’s  poet,  73;  Dave  Bas- 
sett, football  manager,  53; 
Arm  Burdus,  business  execu- 
tive, member  Top  Salaries 
Review  Board,  64;  Sir 
Michael  Day,  former  chair- 
man, Commission  for  Racial 
Equality,  54;  Ann  Dummett. 
former  director,  Runnymede 
Trust,  67;  Raymond  Floyd, 
golfer,  55;  Mitzi  Gaynor,  ac- 
tress and  dancer,  67;  Lord 
(Denis)  Howell,  former 
Labour  minister.  74;  Dixts- 
dale  Laxtden,  actor,  65; 
Michael  Stean,  British  chess 
grandmaster,  44;  Tom  Wat- 
son, golfer.  48;  Enid  Wis- 
trich,  Reader  in  Public  Ad- 
ministration, Middlesex 
University,  69. 


Death  Notices 

BENNETT,  (Hod  peacatiAty  on  Saturday 
30th  August  1997.  at  Dw  Jofm  Raddino 
Hosdttal,  Ortard,  lumwndad  try  ht»  tawty. 
Dr.  Douglas  Hartoy  Banned  MD.  non 
F.R £ Pw/sn  Fimtral  service  at  El.  Urn 
tta  Virgin  Church,  tiller.  Oxford,  on  Tues- 
day SMI  Septembw,  at  U’  noon.  tallowed  by 
private  commune  service  Family  Dowers 

arty,  donation  to  i.T.U  U.R.H.L  may  t» 
sent  to  Rsovos  & PBtn.  ns  Abingdon  Road. 
Oxtord.  OX1  4TE. 

David  John 

Community 
i year  of  rib 
oratasalon. 
no  House  of 
September 


Birthdays 


LONSDALE.  2iat  Birthday  greetings  to 
Chnatopher  Marti ew.  and  town  rr«n  ail  the 
family. 


Engagements 

PUTT-tfAMERTON.  Sally  Plan  and  Ion 
Hamorton  are  deffgtirtd  to  annpimee  thetr 
engagement  an  2$  August  T»T. 

■To  pteefl  tout  announcement  Montana 
0171  713  4567  a * hu  0171 713  4i»  between 
9am  and  3pm  Man-f  rl. 


Jackdaw 


l 


Olhre  love 

THE  lush,  fruity  flesh  of  an 

olivo  may  seem  like  one  oi 

life’s  more  simple  pleasures, 

but  Reprocess  involve  in  . 

obtaining  as  edible  olive  is 

devilishly  complicated. 
Choosing  the  time  toharvest 
facracd^tbebaryestmgit- 
aelfis  Laborious  and  ther®  s a 
comucppiauf  soaktags  to  go 
throuj&Wbre  the  olive  1s  fit 
for  the  table.  .• 

It's  a wonder  anyone  ever 
bothered  with  the  olive  tree. 
That  someone  did  owes  moon 
tofts  religious  value.—  _ 
Noah's' dove  returned  to  the 
ark  with  an  olive  branch,  ana 
anointing  oil  was,  andstfll  is, 
used  to  consecrate  priests.  - 


Olive  oil  has  been  used  to  - 
fuel  lamps,  rub  over  the 
bodies  of  wrestlers  and  add . 
body  afidshtae  to  hair. 

Until  recently,  the  idea  of 
cooking  with  theoil  was  lim- 
ited to  Mediterranean 
countries  where  the  tree  - .. . 

grew:  Greece  (particnlBrly 

Crete),  parts  of  southern  Italy 
and  southern  Spain.  Turkey, 
Morocco,  Tunisia,  Egypt  and 
Jordan.  The  rest  ofEurope’s . 
current  obsession  is  a recent 
development 

Cynics  might  point  to  a 
faohiimahfe  labelling,  but 
there's  no  denying  how  dejt 
firms  a vinaigrette  tastes 
when  ft’s  made  with  good 
tt&lra  virgin  alive  oft.  And 

bow  different  all  the  olives 
and  oils  are— firom  peppery 
Italian  olives  to  sweeter  . - 
French,  rustic  Greek  andal- 
nymtiy  Spanish  ones.  It's 
hard  totireoffbenusuch  is 
their  diversity,.  . . 

BBCGOQdFood'Mttgaz&te  - 
explores  the  labour  and  love  of 
olives.. 

Hovel  ideas 

IT  HAS  often  been  observed 
that  we  tend  to  attribute  our 


own  weaknesses  to  others. 
Thus  the  liar  gives  himself 
awaybybeltevingnotixinghe 
is  told,  the  card  or  the  croquet 

cheat  fa  the  first  to  accuse 

other  players  of  cheating.  My 
own  little  weakness — it 
would  be  pomtiess  to  try  to 

make  a secret  of  it — is  that  I 
tkm ’tactually  read  as  many  . 
new  books,  especially  new  ■ 

novels,  as  the  editor  of  a liter- 
ary magazine  ought  to  read. 

Mercftblly  there  are  others 
in  the  office  who  fill  the  gap. 
In  my  time  as  a weekly 
reviewer  for  various  publica- 
tions— without  a break  in  25 

years— Idaresaylread  more 
books  than  most 
Unfortunately , I now  find  I 
haveforgotten  most  of  them. 

However,  that  is  not  the 
point  Possibly  because  I now- 
adays readso  few,  Ifindit 


other  people  read  more.  Of 
bourse  some  people  do.  Most 
ofthem  I should  imagine  are 
also  readers  of  Literary  - 
Review.  These  people  thou  the 
•lard  core  of  Chose  with  a genu- 
jnehfterpst  in  the  modern 
I noveLTomyshame.Ino 

! longer  belong  to  it  Others 

need  not  feel  ashamed  In  the 


least  They  do  riot  have  to  pose 
as  editors  of  literary  maga- 
zines, or  pretend  to  produce 
lists  cf  the  greatest  contempo- 
rary Merseyside  novelists  at 

the  drop  of  a he  t - 
•rite  English  novel,  as  it  has 
evolved,  is  a particular  taste, 
what  Is  surprising  is  that  so 
many  people  have  decided 
i that  th  ere  is  something  sacred 
about  ft,  that  ltis — or  should 
be— a good  cause.  Never 
mind  that  this  remorseless 


Holistic..  .Health  Advisor 


hyping  of  the  novel  as  an  Im- 
portant cultural  statement, 
rather  than  an  idle  hour’s 
entertainment,  has  contrib- 
uted to  its  death  In  either  role. 
That  point  has  been  made  be- 
fore.'What  fascinates  me  is  the 
number  of  people  who  still 
make  the  effort  to  pretend  to 
have  read  books  they  have  not 
read. 

Auberon  Waugh  confesses  all 
in  the  Literary  Review. 

Fire  starter 

THERE  is  no  trick  to  fire-eat- 
ing, save  for  the  technique  of  : 
breathing  out  as  the  flaraa 
enters  the  mouth.  In  panic, 
our  breaths  had  stood  stead- 
fast in  our  lungs.  It  also  tran- 
spired that  Bob's  perception 
of  heat  is  unconventional — 

fire  is  hot  Around  us,  other 
hairier  SPICE  people  [Special 
Programme  for  Initiative, 
Challenge  and  Excitement] 
were  were  also  singeing  their 
I facial  hair,  misafrift  ti>Air 

I mouths  andplanting  burning 
-torches  on  their  noses — if 

any  mm>gtflr4v>g  oytgfod 

.on  arrival  they  were  now 
reduced  to  embers.  Learning 
to  be  a human  fire  extin- 


guisher has  its  price — mis- 
takes are  painful  and  need  to 
be  rectified  quickly. 

GQ  Active  goes  on  afire  eating 
course. 

Cultivating  Chi 

CHINESE  medicine,  while 
recognising  the  importance 
erf  symptoms,  diagnoses  and 
treats  conditions  from  a ho- 
listic standpoint  which 
views  the  condition  as  flow- 
ing from  an  imbalance  in  the 
whole  system  rather  than 
attributing  it  to  a malfonc-  i 
tionofone  of  its  parts.  I 

Chinese  medicine  sees 
each  human  being  as  a model 
based  on  the  same  principles 
■ that  shaped  nature. 

Afl  of  creation  is  made  up 
of  the  marriage  between  two 
opposite  principles,  yin  and 
yang,  cold  and  hot,  wet  and 
dry.  inner  and  outer,  body 
and  mind. 

The  yin  and  yang  of  the 
body  are  often  described  as 
its  fire.  Illnesses  that  are 
characterised  by  weakness, 
lethargy  and  coldness  are 
more  yin.  On  the  other  hand, 

fllne&rafhatmanffhflt  ctmwg 

movements,  heat  and  overac- 


tlvity  are  yang  in  nature.  For 
there  to  be  any  long  term  suc- 
cessful treatment  of  any  con- 
dition the  underlying  cause 
needs  to  be  diagnosed  and 
treated.  Harmony  of  yin  and 
yang  means  good  health. 

Just  as  nature  contains  air, 
sea  and  land,  the  human  body 

is  made  up  of  CM,  or  life 
force,  and  body  fluids,  includ- 
ing blood. 

Health  exists  when  ade- 
quate Chi  and  body  fluids 
flow  smoothly  through  the 
e'hfmnpT^  that  link  together 
all  parts  of  the  body.  Tradi- 
tional Chinese  medicine  de- 
scribes the  way  Chi  flows  in 
the  body,  the  factors  (such  as 
nlimata^  emotions,  diet  and 
lifestyle)  that  disturb  it  and 
how  any  imbalance  fa 
restored. 

An  introduction  to  Chinese  j 
medidne.  alternative  health 
magazine  Health  Advisor. 

Apple  antiques 

THE  word  miAtcue  conjures 
Images  of  carved  mahogany 
furniture,  ornate  silver  tea 
services,  pocket  watches  on 
long  gold  chains.  Rarely  has  it 
triggered  thoughts  of  personal 


computers — except  to  the  die- 
hard computer  junkies  who 
buy,  sell,  and  trade  computers 
on  newsgroups  and  the  web. 
Call  it  premillenniaj  nostal- 
gia. but  the  market  for  "an- 
tique" computers — few  more 
than  20  years  old  — is  grow- 
ing. especially  as  the  first 
high-tech  babies  come  of  age 
I and  begin  to  amass  enough 
cash  and  stabilJ  ty  to  start  col- 
lecting ...  The  most  valuable 
PC  antiques  are  the  Apple  I 
prototypes — the  original 
home  computers  built  by 
Steve  Jobs  in  the  early  1970s 
that  led  to  the  production  of 
the  hugely  successful  Apple  n. 
The  Apple  11  sold  for  about 
$1,300,  but  its  prototypes  cur- 
rently fetch  between  $15,000 
and  $20,000. 

The  Village  Voice  raises  an 
unlikely  hammer. 


Jackdaw  wants  jewels.  E-mail 

jackdcuv&gitardian.cxi.tik.;fax 
0171*713 4306;  write  to  Jack- 
daw, The  Guardian,  119  Far- 
rtngdon  Rood,  London  EClR 
3ER. 
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Mandela’s  Olympian  task 

Snatching  the  2004  games  would  crown  his  record 


NELSON  MANDELA  is  about  to  put  his 
international  standing  on  the  line  in  a 
last-ditch  effort  to  sell  Cape  Town  to  the 
International  Olympic  Committee  for' 
the  2004  Games.  His  speech-writers  may 
never  come  up  with  as  snappy  a line  as 
Sir  Francis  Drake’s  (“the  fairest  Cape 
in  the  entire  circumference  of  the ! 
world”),  but  his  appeal  to  recognise  j 
Africa,  which  has  never  hosted  die 
games,  needs  to  be  taken  seriously. 

Cape  Town’s  bid  for  the  Games  has 
not  been  without  controversy.  In  its 
early  days  the  campaign  was  met  with 
cynicism  within  the  South  African  gov- 
ernment itself;  ANC  politicians  point- 
ing to  the  dominance  of  white  business 
interests  in  the  bid  company.  The  nai- 
vlty  of  the  organisers  was  reflected  in 
negotiations  with  the  criminal  frater- 
nity which  led  to  the  bizarre  spectacle 
of  local  gang  leaders  giving  a public 
assurance,  in  the  name  of  patriotism, 
that  they  would  suspend  their  nefarious 
activities  if  the  “Mother  City”  won. 
And  Africa,  in  whose  name  the  bid  was 
being  mounted,  showed  a distinct  lack 
of  enthusiasm,  pointing  out  that  Cape 
Town  — falling  under  the  provincial 
rule  of  the  old  ’‘bosses’’  of  apartheid, 
the  National  Party  — was  hardly  repre- 
sentative of  the  continent 
But  in  recent  months  the  tide  seems 
to  have  changed  The  ANC  set  up  a 
cabinet  sub-committee  to  oversee  the 
bid;  the  gang  leaders  were  disowned; 
Mandela’s  heir-apparent,  Thabo  Mbeki, 
declared  it  would  be  the  springboard 
for  his  promised  “African  Renaissance” 
— a crusade  he  hopes  to  make  the 
touchstone  of  his  presidency  — and  the 
government  used  its  considerable  diplo- 
matic clout  in  Africa  to  bring  the  conti- 
nent on-side.  Even  Nigeria,  still  smart- 
ing from  Mandela’s  attempt  to  impose 
international  sanctions  on  its  military 
rulers,  has  come  out  in  support 
Cape  Town  has  unquestionable  disad- 
vantages. Like  the  weather.  It  is  cur- 


rently pouring  with  rain  and  the  city’s 
notorious  winds  promise  to  frustrate 
world  record  attempts.  South  Africa  is 
nowadays  almost  as  famous  for  its 
crime  as  its  gold.  But  there  are  signs 
that  vigorous  efforts  by  the  ANC  to 
reform  the  police  and  the  justice  system 
are  bearing  fruit  Cape  Town  lags  far 
behind  the  front-runner,  Rome,  in  infra- 
structure. But  the  fact  that  it  has  won 
through  to  the  short-list  means  the  IOC 
has  certified  its  ability  to  deliver.  And 
think  what  the  infrastructure  needed 
for  the  games  might  do  for  SA’s  falter- 
ing economy. 

The  strongest  argument  for  Cape 
Town  is  political.  If  there  is  hope  for  an 
Africa  renaissance  it  must  depend  on 
South  Africa’s  ability,  as  the  regional 
super-power,  to  drive  it  The  country 
has  been  enormously  successful  in  its 
transition  to  majority  rule,  but  there  is 
a danger  that  the  enthusiasm  bom  of 
that  triumph  is  beginning  to  wane.  The 
expected  rush  of  foreign  investment  is 
not  exactly  a stampede.  Frustrated  ex- 
pectations of  social  reform  are  begin- 
ning to  raise  questions  as  to  how  long 
the  crucial  alliance  between  the  ANC 
and  labour  can  survive  Mandela,  who 
has  shown  an  extraordinary  capacity  to 
hold  the  country  together,  is  expected 
to  stand  down  as  ANC  leader  in  Decem- 
ber and  to  retire  from  the  presidency 
shortly  after.  The  granting  of  the  2004 
Games  and  unity  engendered  by  the 
challenge  it  represents  would.  In  a way, 
be  part  of  his  estate  and  South  Africa’s 
inheritance. 

In  an  age  in  which  sport  is  in  danger 
of  being  demeaned  by  commercialisa- 
tion it  is  perhaps  time  for  the  IOC  to  re- 
commit itself  to  the  original  ideal  of  the 
Olympics  as  a way  to  discover  the 
brotherhood  of  nations.  By  banding  the. 
Olympic  flame  to  South  Africa  for  safe- 
keeping they  may  be  contributing  to  the 
dream  of  the  Games  as  well  as  that  of 
the  “Rainbow  Nation". 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Diana  and  the  national  psyche 

National  mourning  reveals  yearnings  larger  than  ourselves 


TO  STUDY  the  contemplative  life  the 
actress,  Fiona  Shaw,  passed  a fortnight 
in  a nunnery,  where  initial  alarm  at  the 
nuns  habitual  silence,  their  reluctance 
even  to  listen  to  the  radio  except  on 
special  occasions,  turned  to  admiration. 
She  admired  their  serenity.  In  the  same 
spirit  we  should  welcome  the  Palace’s 
appeal  for  one  minute’s  silence  at  the 
end  of  Princess  Diana’s  fUneraL 

For  silence  has  played  a small  role  in 
the  royal  drama.  When  George  VI  died 
in  1952  scheduled  radio  and  TV  pro- 
grammes were  replaced  by  solemn 
music.  In  1997  we  get  a wall-to-wall 
cacophony  of  chatter  on  the  airwaves 
much  of  it  banal  and  repetitious.  Con- 
templation is  a contemporary  crime. 
That  is  in  the  nature  of  modern  media, 
frantic,  pervasive,  intrusive.  The  media 
frenzy  following  Diana's  death  was,  in 
unconscious  irony,  symptomatic  of  the 
frenzy  which  harried  her  into  an  early 
grave.  Shops,  offices,  airlines,  sporting 
events,  all  have  had  to  decide  what 
gesture  is  appropriate.  The  Stock  Ex- 
change stopped  briefly.  So  did  the  US 
Open.  Old  Englande  was  not  like  this  in 
1952  when,  according  to  Oliver  James's 
new  book,  Britain  on  the  Couch,  we 
were  poorer  hut  happier. 

Yet  solitary  reflection  is  stm  a neces- 
sary part  of  grieving,  even  in  a reso- 
lutely irreligious  society,  even  for  so 
public  an  event  as  the  death  of  a prin- 
cess, part  martyr,  part  media  artefact 
Evita  on  Thames.  And  the  sombre  na- 
ture of  the  polyglot  crowds  queuing  to 
sign  the  book  of  condolence  at  Kensing- 


ton Palace  bears  witness  to  that  need.  'T 
came  away  with  a sense  of  relief”  one 
woman  said  to  Radio  Cacophony. 

What  it  all  means  remains  to  be  seen. 
Diana's  death,  and  our  disproportionate 
reaction  may  prove  contrary  things: 
that  we  are  more  liberal  and  more 
conservative;  more  royalist  and  more 
hostile  than  ever  to  the  Windsors;  more 
in  touch  with  our  feelings  and  so  ridicu- 
lously out  of  touch  that  we  snatch  at  a 
tinselled  fairy  tale  for  solace,  as  emo- 
tionally impoverished  as  Eva  Peron’s 
constituents  were  materially. 

Snap  judgments  are  as  unreliable  as 
they  have  already  been  about  the  brutal 
role  of  paparazzi,  drink-driving  and 
speedometer  data  retrieved  from  car 
wredks.  Yet  the  scale  of  public  distress 
(wreaths  being  delivered  by  spike- 
haired  punks)  suggests  a spiritual 
yearning  for  something  larger  than  our- 
selves, larger  than  an  ever-grosser 
gross  domestic  product  or  Sky  Sport 
With  church  attendances  dwindling,  as 
Sunday  congregations  rise  steadily  at 
St  Sainsbury’s,  that  need  is  not  being 
met  by  organised  religion,  in  its  bells 
and  smells  and  happy-clappy  manifesta- 
tions. It  was  the  Sun  rather  than  the 
clergy  which  campaigned  for  last  year’s 
silence  on  Remembrance  Day. 

Just  like  1952  in  feet  We  are  very 
different  from  the  people  we  were  then, 
but  perhaps  less  different  than  we 
think-  It  is  a safe  bet  that  Fiona  Shaw’s 
nuns  also  weakened  during  this  ex- 
traordinary week  and  turned  on  their 
radio  for  a weep  between  prayers. 


Post  early  for  oblivion 

The  writing  is  on  the  wall  for  the  letter.  Again 


FEW  activities  have  been  written  off 
more  frequently  in  recent  years  than 
letter  writing.  It  was  clearly  heading  for 
a fell  with  the  arrival  of  the  telephone. 
Who  in  future  would  ever  need  to  write 
when  you  could  simply  pick  up  the 
phone,  talk  as  long  as  you  like,  and  not 
worry  about  making  any  more  spelling 
mistakes?  Letters,  however,  continued 
to  be  sent  in  increasing  numbers  until 
the  next  great  invention  pre-destined  to 
destroy  them:  the  fax  machine.  The 
prospect  of  being  able  to  transmit  let- 
ters instantaneously  completely 
removed  the  need  for  stamps,  envelopes 
and  an  inconvenient  walk  to  the  near- 
est post  box  (generally  five  minutes 
after  the  last  post  had  gone).  But  the 
letter  post  complete  with  uniform 
stamp  continued  not  only  to  prosper 
but  to  be  given  an  unexpected  boost  by 
the  popularity  (from  the  sender’s. point 
of  view)  of  junk  mail.  The  next  inven- 
tion destined  — definitively  ■ — to  de- 


stroy the  letter  was  electronic  mail. 
Text,  pictures  and  even  sound  can  now 
be  sent  by  email  instantaneously  all 
over  the  world:  yet  the  Post  Office 
continues  to  Improve  its  profits. 

But  for  how  much  longer?  The  366- 
year-old  Swedish  postal  service  has  just 
declared,  almost  ex  cathedra,  that  the 
postal  services  — nowadays  airily  de- 
mised as  snail  mail  — will  be  dead 
within  ten  years.  To  hasten  its  demise, 
Sweden  will  this  month  give  every 
person  above  six-years-old  a personal 
email  address.  You  would  think  all  this 
enough  to  make  Rowland  'Hill,  inventor 
of  the  post,  turn  over  in  the  sorting 
office  in  the  sky.  But  that  is  unfeir  to 
Sir  Rowland.  Apart  from  the  penny  post 
he  also  pioneered  schools  with  libraries 
and  science  laboratories  (previously 
unheard  of).  He  would  doubtless  have 
had  email  in  every  nursery  school  by 
now:  leaving  his  beloved  snail  mail  to 
slug  it  out  It  will,  it  will 


Enough  to  make  you  weep 

ABIOLA  is  stunned  [ r nmt,  bat  that : sentiment  also  j circumstances  at  her  death, 

that  the  royal  princes  gave  us  Margaret  Thatcher  together  with  her  demon- 
went  to  church  as  nor- 1 and  the  Spice  Girls,  and  since  strated  Interest  In  the  less  for- 


Finally  some  columnists  are 
intruding  into  the  media’s  grief 


ABIOLA  Sami  Is  stunned 
that  the  royal  princes 
went  to  church  as  nor- 
mal on  Sunday  (Letters, 
September  3).  But  who  are  we 
to  know  the  nature  of  the  visit 
to  church?  Maybe  in  the  light 
of  the  royal  family's  Christian 
faith  they  wished  to  take 
refuge  and  comfort  with  God. 

I would  not  confuse  this 
with  “dragging  the  boys  out  to 
face  the  cameras”.  In  view  of 
the  accusations  at  the  time,  it 
would  have  been  more  digni- 
fied of  fiie  media  to  stay  away 
from  Balmoral,  allowing  the 
family  to  grieve  in  private. 

T Wilson. 

10  Davenport  Road, 

Coventry, 

West  Midlands  CVS  SPY. 

«J|fHRN  my  husband  died 
W suddenly  on  a Sunday 
morning,  I told  my  children 
that  they  needn’t  go  to  church. 
My  13-year-oM  son,  not  usu- 
ally keen  on  going  to  church, 
said  be  wanted  to  go,  as  did 
my  IS-  and  17-year-olds- 
Half  the  family  went  and 
half  stayed  at  home.  Theyafffc 
what  they  felt  their  father 
would  want  them  to  do.  Maybe 
Harry  and  William  felt  tt* 
same.  Grieving  often  doesn't 
start  until  tiie  shock  ■ana-, 
numbness  wear  off.  £ 

TMcElroy.  ^ 

Hinning  House,  5 

Birkhy. 

Ravengjass,  Cumbria. 

DIANA  deserves  to  be 
grieved  for,  but  no  more 
so  (ray)  than  the  woman  and 
child  who  were  recently  the 
victims  of  a road  accident  at 
the  hand  of  an  88-year-old 
driver,  herself  dying  of  a heart 
attack.  John  Gray  (Silent 
majority  speaks,  September  2) 
accuses  people  of  being  out  of 
touch  with  the  national  senti- 


The  heavy  mob 

I AM  writing  to  correct  Fran- 
cis Wheen,  who  has  drawn 
on  tiie  Man  on  Sunday's  ac- 
count of  my  conversation 
with  its  editor  in  his  column 
(Whean’s  World.  September  3) 
today.  Their  account  was 
inaccurate. 

At  no  time  did  1 say  that 
“the  heavies  win  move  in" 
unless  he  fold  me  what  the 
paper  Intended  to  publish.  On 
the  contrary,  I stressed 
repeatedly  that  the  Govern- 
ment bad  no  desire  to  get 
heavy,  but  did  have  a duly  to 
protect  agents  and  opera- 
tions. I made  what  we  be- 
lieved was  a reasonable  ap- 
proach, suggesting  that  they 
Inform  us  of  the  headline 
areas  they  intended  to  cover, 
so  that  the  experts  could  ana- 
lyse what  David  Shayler 
knew  and  give  the  paper  an 
assessment  of  any  potential 
damage  to  the  national  Inter- 
est. or  risk  to  agents  or 
operations. 

I stressed  that  our  intention 
was  not  to  prevent  embarrass- 
ment, or  criticism  of  the  Secu- 
rity Service.  Last  Thursday, 
the  editor  appeared  willing  to 
go  along  with  us,  at  least  in 
part.  On  Friday,  he  changed 
tack,  said  there  could  be  no 
further  useful  cooperation, 
and  volunteered  the  n;imp  of 
the  paper’s  solicitors. 

1 regret  that  this  gave  the 
Government  no  option  but  to 
seek  an  injunction  preventing 
publication,  having  tried  to 
find  a way  In  which  the  paper 
could  publish  its  article  with- 
out damage  to  agents  or  oper- 
ations. But  I cannot  allow  the 
paper’s  false  account  to  stand 
on-the-record  in  your  paper 
too. 

Alastair  Campbell, 

Chief  press  secretary. 

10  Downing  Street, 

London  SW1A2AA. 

We  do  not  publish  letters  where 
only  an  e-mail  address  is 
supplied;  please  Include  a full 
postal  address.  We  mayedlt 
letters:  shorter  ones  are  more 
likely  to  appear. 


ment,  bat  that1  sentiment  also 
gave  us  Margaret  Thatcher 
and  the  Spice  Girls,  and  since 
when  was  it  the  sole  arbiter  of 
goneg  or  fairness?  Isn’t  It  time 
to  reflect  upon  why  Diana, 
whose  single  most  significant 
quality  was  her  photogenic  ap- 
pearance, had  such  a grip  on 
the  national  psyche,  and  to 
consider  just  how  healthy 
such  fantasy  figures  are? 
Richard  Beswick. 

46  Prebend  Street, 

London  Nl. 

THOSE  who  sneer  at  file 
“weeping  and  grovelling’' 
(Letters,  September  3)  reveal 
more  about  themselves,  I tear, 
flian  about  the  subjects  of 
their  contempt  We  are  wit- 
nessing something  truly  ex- 
traordinary, the  fall  conse- 
quences of  which  it  is  far  too 
early  to  predict 
The  death  of  Princess  Diana 
has  burnt  itself  deeply  into  the 
nation’s  psyche,  as  well  as 
that  of  millions  of  people 
around,  the  world. 

TWtriVy  wfll  haw  hart  fnrrflar 

e^e^I^es  ia^  ‘that  of  my 
fefiwr.  who  learnt  of  the  trag- 
edy from  a fellow  parishioner 
at  church.  A man  of  about  65, 
he  threw  his  arms  around  my 
father  and  wept  openly.  For 
my  father,  who  at  84  is  defi- 
nitely one  of  the  old  school  in 
these  matters,  this  was  nearly 
as  terrible  an  event  as  the 
death  itselfl 
John  Chennells. 

6 Vine  Lane, 

Boundstone, 

Famham,  Surrey. 

HOW ' about  a Princess 
Diana  memorial  fund  for 
uncompensated  Innocent  vic- 
tims of-accidents?  To  be 
known  by  the  abbreviation 
DIVA  (Diana  for  Innocent  Vic- 
tims of  Accidents).  Given  the 


circumstances  of  her  death, 
together  with  her  demon- 
strated interest  in  the  less  for- 
tunate, such  a fund  or  charity 
would  be  appropriate. 

As  to  the  abbreviation 
DIVA.-  its  ancient  and  modem 
meanings  (goddess;  prima 
donna)  should  cove:  all  tastes. 
Doreen  Johnson. 

9 Springfield  Grove, 

Sunbury  on  Thames, 

Middx  TW16  6NT. 

^PRYING  to  link  Diana’s 
1 fizneral  to  any  cause,  or 
type  of  worship,  is  unseemly 
and  risks  making  a mockery 
of  the  service.  Yes,  express 
your  grief  Yes,  sign  the  book 
of  condolence,  hut  please  keep 
your  opinions  to  yourself  fair 
now.  If  I find  the  constant 
pressure  fbr.this  or  that  me- 1 
mortal  distressing,  how  most  I 
her  family  feel?  I 

MarkMarsh: 

5 Columbus  Square,  ; 

.Brith,  Kent  DAS  2PN. 

I WAS  very  surprised  your 
correspondent  Matthew;  En- 
gel  sboold  think  that  the  habit 
of  placing  mass-floral  tributes 
Is  “a  beautiful  custom”. 

To  me  it  seems -to  he  wildly 
misdirected  generosity  com- 
pletely lacking  in  imagina- 
tion. Would  the  Princess  her- 
self have  approved  of  these 
hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  dumped  in  the  gutter 
only  to  become  a brown 
crunchy  mess  in  just  a few 
days’  time?  Many  of  tiie  flow- 
ers will  have  been  produced 
by  highly  exploitative  child 
labour  and  riddled  with  mas- 
sive  amounts  of  pesticides  hr 
third  world  countries  UKe  Co- 
lumbia  and  then  air-freighted 

across  the  world. 

John  Hodges. 

148  8enhIH  Road, 

London  SEEL 


A 15-MINUTE  reading  of 
AAMonday’s  Guardian  sup- 
plied me  with  more  facts  than 
did  the  16  hours  of  guff  1 en- 
dured on  TV  and  radio  the 
previous  day.  I read  (Septem- 
ber 2,  Page  8)  that  the  number 
of  people  watching  Sunday's 
TV  coverage  peaked  at  18.8 
million  as  Diana’s  body  ar- 
rived in  Britain.  That  sound- 
ed like  an  impressive  num- 
ber, until  1 read  on  page  11 
that  30  million  tuned  into  a 
Gold  Blend  TV  commercial 
five  years  ago. 

Tony  Harcop. 

Leeds  LS7. 

JULIE  BURCHILL  has  it 
right  (The  people’s  de- 
stroyer, September  2)  when 
she  refers  to  the  “staggering 
mean-  oiinde  dne  ss  in  strip- 
ping her  of  her  HRH  and 
removing  her  from  the  pray- 
ers said  for  the  rdyal  family”. 
In  a more  mechanistic  world, 
the  Supreme  Governor  of  the 
Church  of  England  might  be 
amazed  at  the  efficacy  of  her 
actions  J3n.-;  the  real  world,  if 
tpey  can-  bear  to  look  at  It, 
may  they  know  remorse. 

(Dr)  Valerie  Stewart 
Combe  Hill  Cottage;  . - 
Ke  inton  Mandevflle, 

Somerset  TA11 6DQ. 

ISABEL  Hilton  (Royal  reality 
check,  September  2)  is  right 
to  say  that  the  media  — in- 
cluding the  Guardian  — have 
surrendered  all  judgment  be- 
fore the  power  of  a myth.  You 
have  had  no  space  to  report 
other  matters,  including  the 
;©CHQ.  event  at  Cheltenham 
last  Sunday,  intended  to  cele- 
brate the  final  overturning  of 
the  ban  on  trade  unions  there. 
Martin  Ecclestone. 

Princess  Royal  Cottage, 
Butterow  West, 

Stroud,  Gtos  GL5  3UA. 


I AGREE  with  Isabel  Hilton 
when  she  describes  the 
media  coverage  as  making  her 
suffer  from  “a  dreadful  over- 
dose of  synthetic  piety  and 
longing  for  some  ordinary 
news  from  elsewhere".  Some 
of  us  have  suffered  much 
more  than  others  from  per- 
sonal loss  of  loved  ones.  When 
my  son  was  killed  in  Africa  a 
well-wisher  gave  comfort  with 
the  simple  message  that  there 
is  no  armour  against  fate.  We 
go  on  as  best  we  can. 

Colin  Murray. 

34  Dennis  Cadman  House, 
Royal  British  Legion  Village, 
Aylesfdtd,  KentMEM  7RU. 

IT’S  odd  how  the  argument 
about  .press  Intrusion  into 
privates  lives  focuses  on  pic- 
tures'’— the  paparazzi  — 
rather  than  words.  Fm  think- 
ing particularly,  but  by  no 
means  exclusively,  of  the 
piece  by  Dorothy  Rowe  (Being 
good  isn’t  good  for  the  family, 
September  2)  in  which  this 
“psychologist  and  writer” 
chose  to  lecture  a father  an 
how  be  should  behave,  or  be 
seen  by  file  rest  of  us  to  be- 
have, with  his  children  after 
their  mother  had  died.  Ac- 
cording to  Rowe,  the  absence 
of  visible  touching  between 
Charles  and  his  sons  in  the 
few  seconds  of  film  footage 
available  to  us  “was  an  act  of 
child  abuse  meriting  a call  to 
the  NSPCC”. 

What  would  you  rather 
have?  Flash-bulbs  popping  in 
your  eyes  or  an  alleged  au- 
thority on  the  human  condi- 
tion earning  a freelance  penny 
by  condemning  you  as  a hope- 
lessly inadequate  parent? 
Rowe's  piece  was  presumptu- 
ous rot 
Ian  Jack. 

44  Northolme  Road, 

London  N52UX. 


More  Christmas  gifts  to  open 


YOU  report  that  one  of  the 
things  we  can’t  do  on 
Christmas  Day  is  catch  a bus 
(DS  cinema  chain  bids  for 
Christmas  opening,  August 
30).  This  is  not  so  in  Mersey- 
side. Car  (Labour-controlled) 
Passenger  Transport  Author- 
ity funds  and  promotes  bus 
services  on  Christmas  Day, 
primarily  to  help  those  with- 
out a car  or  the  money  for  a 
taxi  to  visit  friends  and  fam- 
ilies In  hospital.  Contrary  to 
the  rumours,  municipal 
socialism  is  alive  and  welL 
Stephen  Hughes. 

69  Market  Street,  ' 

Hoylake,  Wirali, 

Merseyside  L47  2B1L 


llfHAT  is  all  the  fuss 
If  about?  Cinemas  were 
permitted  to  be  open  on 
Christmas  Day  from  1914  in 
the  north  east,  and  in  many 
other  areas  In  the  country,  for 
one  performance  in  the  eve- 
ning. In  the  twenties,  this  was 
extended  to  opening  from  580 
onwards.  They  were  not 
allowed  to  open  in  Durham 
City  if  Christmas  Day  fell  on  a 
Sunday.  The  churches  in  the 
area  were  heavily  opposed  to 
Sunday  opening  until  1957, 
but  raised  only  minor  objec- 
tion to  Christmas  opening.. 
David  Williams. 

17  Wearside  Drive, 

Durham  DHl  lLE. 


Why  this  youth  is  still  Green 

IT  MADE  a good  front  page  | flouting  the  local  st 
story,  but  it  wasn’t  true  i bfan.  exaggerating  Ed 


l story,  but  it  wasn’t  true 
(Splat!  Top  young  Green 
forced  out,  August  29).  As  l 
explained  on  two  occasions  to 
yoor  reporter.  13-year-old 
Simon  Eddy  has  not  been  ex- 
pelled from  the  Green  Party 
for  supporting  the  Eden  Pro- 
ject — nor  has  he  been, 
“forced  our. 

As  far  as  we  are  concerned 
he  is  welcome  to  stay  in  the 
party  which  he  joined  just 
one  month  ago.  But  we  do  ask 
him.  when  he  speaks  as  a 
Green  Party  member,  to  fol- 
low Green  Party  policy. 

For  many  years  we  have 
criticised  the  Eden  Project  for 
using  a toxic  plastic  roof,  sup- 
porting genetic  engineering,  ■ 


flouting  the  local  structure 
plan,  exaggerating  Eden’s  job. 
benefits  and  generating  an 
extra  2,000  car  journeys  per 
day  through  local  villages. 

The  Millennium  Commis- 
sion has  offered  the  project 
£35m  and  it  hasn't  even  got 
planning  permission.  Perhaps 
they  should  look  again  at 
their  criteria  for.  allocating 
grants?  Unsustainable  and  en- 
vironmentally damaging 
theme  parks  should,  like 
Mickey  Mouse,  remain  a 
fantasy. 

David  Taylor. 

Green  Party  principal 
speaker, 

Lockyers  Farm, 

Dundon,  Somerton, 

Somerset  TALL  SPE. 


A Country  Diary 


THE  BURREN  and  KIN- 
VARA,  IRELAND:  I wondered 
how  they  felt,  what  they 
thought  when  they  arrived 
from  France  in  the  17th  cen- 
tury to  settle  along  the  Clad- 
dagh  in  Kinvara,  to  worship 
In  the  small  Huguenot  church 
erected  by  them,  the  site  of 
which  I gazed  at.  It  surely 
must  have  been  strange  to 
hear  French  spoken  amid  the 
Irish  language,  stranger  still 
as  a minority  to  be  free  to 
worship  while  the  Catholic 
majority  had  to  wait  over  a 
century  for  a similar  liberty. 
The  Huguenots  of  Kinvara 
must  have  prospered  for  in 
1760  they  built  Delamaln 
Lodge,  a beautiful  Georgian 
cottage  close  to  Klnvara's 
sea.  William  Belamain  mar- 
ried Hannagh  D’Shaughnes- 
sey  , the  daughter  of  a local 
chieftain.  Later  the  Delamaln 
wealth  was  greatly  increased 
by  smuggling  during  Napole- 
onic times,  illegal  export  of 
wool  being  enchanged  for 
equally  illegal  imports  of 
brandy,  wine,  tobacco.  Of 
course,  a secret  tunnel  was 
supposed  to  run  from  the 


Lodge  to  the  shore  to  facili- 
tate matters.  William  and 
Hannagh’s  son  re-emigrated 
to  France  where  he  married 
the  daughter  of  a cognac  mer- 
chant In  Jarnac.  What  a busy 
placa  Kinvara : must  have 
been,  sail-making,  boat-build- 
ing. blacksmltbing,  thatch- 
ing, markets,  the.  little  sea- 
port boasting  at  least  five 
hotels.  As  I stood  by  the  sea 
between  Kinvara  and  its 
Dunguaire  Castle  1 saw  sea- 
weed loaded  on  a trailer.  This 
gathering  of  seaweed  for  fer- 
tiliser has  lasted  for  centu- 
ries. Once  a raft,  a cllmln, 
was  made  of  it  A man  then 
stood  on  It,  floating  It  ashore 
with  a pole.  Near  the  seaport 
lie  the  limestone  rock  and 
hills  of  the  Burren  where,  on 
my  return,  2 found  a creamy 
Burnet  iose  and  a cluster  of 
oxlipg  late  blooming  among 
the  blue  harebells,  So  later 
“when . It  came  night,  the 
white  waves  paced  to  and  fro 
in  the  moonlight,  the  wind 
brought  the  sound  of  the 
great  sea’s  voice  to”  us  "on 
shore”  (Stephen  Crane). 

SARAH  PQYNTZ 
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The  Guardian 


Diary 


Emily  Barr 

A3^ANSCRffTofa 
touching  telephone 
conversation  ftiwfawg 
way  on  to  the  Diary’s  desk. 

A BBC  reporter  has  called 
the  renowned  Yorkshire- 
GeoffBoycott  toask 
hun  for  a brief  interview 
about  Mike  Atherton.  Geoff 

gets  straight  to  the  point.  - 

hstang:  “How  much  are  yon 
paytogme?”  The  answer— 
for  three  minutes  on  the 
phone — is  not  satisfactory. 

"WgIL  yon  can  f*+*  off  with 
'^rhat’sf'r^ng^uncxh  and 

Judy  stuff,  that  is.  Yon  want 

people  like  me  to  come  on 

and  talk  intelligently  and 
say  important  things  to 

you  .and  you  offer  29 

pounds?  What’sthatafter 
40  Pgr  cent  tax?”  £i  7.40,  ac- 
cording to  the  ZMary  calcu- 
lator. However,  when  it  is 

pointed  out  that  this  Is  £400 

an  hour.  Geoff  is  off  again, 
m characteristically  mea- 
sured and  considered  man- 
ner. “That’s  f***ing  mean, 
that  is,"  he  erupts.  “If  that’s 
the  best  the  BBC  can  come 

up  with,  they  can  £***  off. 


Thursday  September  4 1997 


Why  the  nation  state 
is  now  out  of  date 


the  power  of.  timing  out  a I one  tier  of  regional  fio^ 
British  government  Each  eminent.  The  number  of 


bureaucrats 


I Commentary 


Roy 

Hattersley 


Idas  ended  in  paradox.  bureaucrats  might  well  be 

The  adventure  also  ended  In  reduced.  Councfls  (and  coun- 
feilnre.  For  Home  Rule  was  tiOors)  with  their  powers  dar- 
defeated  in  the  House  of  hied  would  enjoy  the  respect 
Lords.  Nobody  suggests  toata  feat  came  from  a clear  recog- 
shnilar  fete  awaits  the  Scot-  nition  of  their  role.  The 
tish  and  Welsh  devolution  regional  assemblies  — taking 
Mis.  The  referendnms  ate  tor  the  strategic  decisions  whidt 
tended  to  ensure  that  the  are  now  the  theoretical  res- 
peers  do  not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  national 

of  the  people.  But  setting  up  parliament  — would  help  to 
the  parliaments— and  assuag*  rehabilitate  the  idea  that  de- 
ing  Scottish  patriotism  — is,  mocrscy  does  not  begin  and 
; ■ I or  ought  to  be,  only  the  begin-  end  to  Westminster, 
tien)  woewaduaBy  provided  ning.  Coherent  reforms  Of  course,  there  would  be 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  11 

Alice  through 
the  Disney 
looking-glass 


of  CoaBPWtt  mid  then  — ao-  wito  a»  powers,  whlri*  Scot-  should  be  built  on  legislative  penalties.  FTomthne  to  time 
adding  to  toe  parliamentary  land  wffl  enjoy,  the' West  Lo-  symmetry  — the  right  of  the  the -devolved  parliaments 
fiction  -^are  answerahle  for  thlan  Question  would  be  auto-  regions  to  ezendse  the  same  would  adopt  polices  of  which 
the  way  in  which  the  money  is  madcaUy  answered.  It  is  easy  devolved  powers.  The  argu-  fee  central  government  disap- 
distributed.  to  act,  the  allocar  to  brush  Tam  DaiyeH  aside  as  pyatf  against  that  coherent  proved.  That  is  the  price  of  de- 
tiop  vdfeto-  teg ferns  and  be-  a zealot  who  is  obsessed  wife  change  is  “the  creation  of  an  mocracy  and,  in  itself,  proof 


twee®  toc&mztooritfes  Is  usu- 


ally taken  by  dvO  servants  rrwufr.  Titm  famnrTg  Atv^  fr>f  tfrp 
who  believe  that  responding  4D  years  between  toe  creation 


toe  Inconsistency  which  has  extra  ties-  of  government". 
made  him  famous.  And  for  the  That  need  not  be  so.  - 


T 


to  public  opinion  Is  the  sacri-  of  and  its  dfcacftu- 

flee  of  . objectivity.  Devolution  tvyn.  there  was  no  great  coa- 
oflfers  a chance  to  move  away  outcry  «h« 


40  years  between  toe  creation  Outside  big  cities  — which  piratians.  If  the  power  to  di&- 
of  Stormont  and  its  dfesotu-  enjoy  all  the  municipal  au-  agree  with  Westminster  is 
Hon.  there  was  no  great  con-  thorlty  which  Margaret  right  for  Scotland.  it  is  impeo- 
atrftitional  outcry  against  the  Thatcher  was  prepared  to  fed-  stole,  sentiment  aside,  to  ar- 


WiP  mi  £_  a . — - ■ — — “"“O'  wwumm  vuKuj  gagmen  uie  lutwcms-  was  prepareu  ro  cot-  . 

b^_JPw&rnmen*  by  a Pafea--  Northern  Ireland  members  of  erate  — local  government  Isa  gne  that  it  would  not  be  right 

Mll*?c  tom^eracy.  That  the  Westminster  pariiament  mess.  Counties  and  districts  I for  the  English  regions— each 

oofecmsrveiy  won  nor  must  be  rigttt  for  a grown-up  voting  on  Questions  which  I hawi  fnHft  the  no**iHe  «- 

, ^mprehensively  de-  people  — south  as  well  as  concerned  Wngitah  housing. 

ft  win  be  largely  ig-  north  of  the  barter.  Scom^ednSon^T^e 

nor^a^nujstnnportantar-  Replacing  Scottish  Office  Welsh  police  — even  though, 
gunous  have  been  obscured  civil  servants  with  an  Edto-  in  the  Six  **""*<»«  m» 

by  aR  the  talk  of  Scottish  na-  burgh  parffoment  is  only  the  of  fh«a»  powers  was  foe  con- 


1 adaptations  erf  famous  books 
create  a new  thirst  for  them? 
Would  Jane  Austen  and 
George  Eliot  sell  as  they  do 
had  scriptwriters  not  taken 
liberties  with  them? 

It  was  heartening  this  week 
to  find  a survey  by  the  BBC1 

programme  Bookwatch  and 
Waterstone's  which  put  Alice 
_ — — ninth  on  a list  of  the  nation’s 

zjzt  i DaV  u McKie  favourite  children's  books, 

stole,  sentiment  aside,  to  ar-  morvc  Amazingly,  all  but  one  rf  the 

Eue  that  it  would  not  be  right  | aut|jor5  qq  overall  list  is 

WE  watch  a video?,  not  merely  old,  but  actually 


that  Westminster  is  nnrespan- 
stve  to  regional  needs  and  as- 
pirations. If  the  power  to  di&- 


Campaignsfor 

regional 


tiopiK^  Scbtiandisa^tlom  beginning.  The.  impetus  flat  traversal  responsibility  of  a acsHsmhliPQ  hflVP 
wtth  a distinct  culture  and  comes  foam  autonomy  win  devolved  parliament-  Bat,  if  ' ILJIltso  I Idve 

mstqty  as  well  as  clearty  de-  promote  all  sorts  of  material  Labour  is  gradually  bufltong  a almnHvhpniin 
Qnodbomdaries,  and  devolu-  benefits  as  Scotland  speaks  for  new  constitution,  it  would  do  cUlt5cluy  ueyUM- 


. , . watch  a video?,  not  merely  old,  but  actually 

of  which  (with  toe  possible  ex-  B—aste  Sarah,  aged  four-  dead.  So  much  for  the  nppar- 
ception  of  the  South  West)  and-three-quarters.  “If  ent  assumption  now  seizing 

would  have  a larger  electorate  we  must."  1 murmur  under  hold  or  some  once- serious 
than  that  which  will  be  gov-  my  breath,  but  already  she's  newspapers  that  young  read- 
erned  by  the  Edinburgh  at  the  rack,  and  a much  more  ers,  brought  up  on  TV  and 
parliament.  urgent  thought  has  presented  video,  have  so  short  an  atten- 


YouteU  your oenems  as  ucouanu  speajca  ar  new  constttntiai.  It  would  do 
ducer h I ** 010 Bdministtatttve  ttsdf  in  fhe  arguments  about  wefl  to  struggle  for  legislative 
eSS^„*i?^^5brai,ls®fa  acceptance  of  that  obvious  toe  distribution^  tf  European  ccmsisteicv^ 

We  hope  ^^But  toe  Iterfc  r^on  for  ftmds.  toe  location  of  inward  ^Ind^S'ing  tbe  Second 

today^to  offSa  torotonert  and  Improvement  Home  Rule  BID,  WE  Oadstone 

toralencto^inSSlS^Uh  ,*“•  °f  toe  tofoaattocture.  That  will  considered  three  possible 

. _ . interview  with  notlliDJ?  to1  do  With  the  Saltire  m,Ita  two  ontKncl«m>  ic~v — U.V  L 1 


the  Diary.  We  will  keep  you 
informed. 


■HANCY  getting  mar- 
■Mi  ried?Ifso,  save  your- 
■ self  trouble  by  turning 
to  tbe  International  Herald 
Tribune  on  Saturday.  In  the 
lonely  hearts  section,  ladles 
with  names  like  Gabriele 
Thiers-Bense  and  Claudia 
POschel-Enies  advertise 
their  marriage  bureaux 
with  descriptions  of  the  cli- 
ents on  offer.  This  week,  Ga- 
briele writes  of  “a  fascinat- 
ing WOMAN  — ELITE 
ATTORNEY  & esteemed 
SOCIETY-MEMBER ...  A 
sophisticated,  extremely 
refined  GENUINE  LADY  of 
yonthfhl  radiant  40 . . . sim- 
ply everything  a DISTIN- 
GUISHED INTERNA- 
TIONAL  PERSON  desires 
from  his  fixture  wife!”  Claur 
dia,  meanwhile,  tempts  us 
with  a gentleman  whose  « 
“family  belongs  to  the 
American  top  of  society”, 
and  who  seeks  “a  self-as- 
sured, gladly  a tittle  extrav- 
agant, (medium  sized) 
young  lady.”  Well,  we  can 
dream. 


I AM  marinated  by  the 
Tynemouth  Yoong  Con- 
servatives* Internet 
page.  “The  parliamentary 
constituency  ofTynemouth 
could  be  described  as  the 
Conservative  oasis  of  the 
north,”  the  youngsters  sugr 
gest.  “being  totally  sur- 
rounded by  Labour-con- 
trolled areas."  It  could, 
perhaps,  once  have  been  so 
described:  the  young  Tories 
appear  not  to  havenotlced 
that  there  was  a General 
Election  earlier  this  year.  In 
which  the  seat  turned  red 
(or,  at  least.  New  Labour 
pink)  by  a majority  of7,000. 


feet  But  toe  basic  reason  for  ftmds,  tbe  location  of  inward  In  drafting  tbe  Second 

investment  and  improvement  Home  Rule  BID,  WE  Gladstone 
minster  and  Whitehall  has  of  tbe  mfoastrocture.  That  wffl  considered  three  possible 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Saltire  make  toe  stthnsiasni  for  de-  ways  of  denting  with  nwnhmi 


already  begun. 
Their  demands  will 
become  irresistible 


parliament, 

English  devolution  would 
do  more  than  give  power  back 
to  the  and  eliminate 

toe  “debDltatlng  paradox” 
that  Gladstone  found  such  an 
embarrassing  feature  of  Home 


urgoit  thought  has  presented  video,  have  so  short  an  atlen- 
ttself  “Please,  please  let  her  lion  span  that  confronted  by 
not  choose  Alice."  But  she  something  like  The  Lion.  The 


usually  does. 


Witch  And  The  Wardrobe 


What's  wrong  with  Alice?  they  would  probably  not  per- 
il's a typical  Disney  concoc-  sist  to  the  end  of  the  title. 


tinn:  hugely  inventive  aniraa- 


Rxde.  It  would  diminish  the  in-  tion,  lots  of  life  and  colour, 
fluenoe  and  status  of  the  West-  and  occasional  songs  which 


minster  parliament  That  in  it-  even  a four-and-three-quarter- 
share  overlapping  responsibQ-  self  would  be  a bonus  which  year-old  can  pick  up  and  join 


Closer  inspection,  though, 
slightly  dims  this  enthusiasm. 
For  a start,  the  overall  survey 
measures  tbe  choice  of  the 
whole  population,  adults  and 


•mA  YX7*.11  ^ ^ — T*  ■ -.wjb  v*  wuu«  w a uui  jJlLA  U 4J  dUU  jUtil  WUUie  UOpUiAuUn,  aauiui  ana 

vataaan  Infoctfoua.  Scotland  from  constituencies  which  ities  which  confose  council-  began  to  convince  the  British  in  with.  If  you’d  never  read  children  together,  many  erf 

*Srty  wBB  the  ohvlous  place  to  start  also  sent  rejwesentatives  to  tax  payers  arid  make  the  coon-  people  erf  a new  truth,  hi  the  Lewis  Carroll,  there  might  not  whom  developed  their  taste 
wmoe  the  idea,  because  toe  demand  for  de-  Ireland's  devolved  parliament  cils  remote  because  their  modem  world  the  nation  state  be  any  problem.  If  you  have,  it  for  these  books  3D  or  40  years 

^ tM  argUM^  few  se^ig  vrtved  powers  was  diready  John  Motley  described  the  dif-  purposes  are  not  understood.  Is  out  of  date.  It  is  too  small  to  is  foully  depressing.  Obvi-  ago.  This  is  also  that  snare 

ixp  a parliament  to  Edinburgh  vocal  and  persistent.  But  soon  Acuities.  Exclusion,  along  The  problem  is  based  on  toe  exercise  some  of  Is  present  ously  Disney's  legion  of  script-  and  delusion,  a self-selecting 

the  North  East  wffl  begto  to  with  exaction  of  reveane  from  ancient  assumption  that  town  powers  and  too  big  property  to  writers  had  to  take  liberties  to  poU  Its  sample  erf  more  than 


and  an  elected  police  author- 
ity for  London  are  identical. 
In  a democracy,  derisions  are 


the  North  East  win  begin  to  with  *mu+\rm  of  revenue  from  assumption  that  town 

insist  that  the  region  is  penal-  Ireland  by  the  parliament  to  and  have  to  be  gov- 

ised  by  the  advantages  en-  Westminster,  was  taxation  emed  differently.  There  Is  ab- 


tmplement  others.  The  future  translate  the  book  for  the 


tef*  takra  try  those  whose  joyed  a few  miles  north.  Cam-,  with  representation.  Inclusion  sohitdy  do  reason  why  the  regions. 


emed  differently.  There  Is  ab-  belongs  to  Europe  and  tbe  screen.  The  trouble  is  that  in 


lives  they  directly  affect 


paigns  for  regional  assemblies  ( for  all  purposes  was  to  allow 


AB  over  toe  United  King-  have  already  begun.  Sooner  <x  the  Irish  to  nwWa  to  cmr  af- 


wfadle  country  should  not  be 
divided  into  local  authorities 


toe  myth  of  accountabfl-  later,  their  demands  wffl.  be-  feirs,  while  we  were  no  longer  which,  gran-tw  all  the  mnuici- 


ity  is  daily  acted  out  to  an  es- 1 come  iiresistnde. 


The  Guardian  Welsh  Devolution 
Debate,  with  leading  politicians 


sentlally  British 


allowed  to  meddle  to  theirs.  I pal  powers  from  education  to  I and  lobbyists,  takes  place  in 


If  the  Englsh  regions  and  todusaon  for  limited  purposes  street  riiwning-  Then  there  I Cardiff  on  September  10.  For 


doing  so  they’ve  too  often 
squeezed  the  essence  out  of  it. 

Not  least  in  the  way  that 
episodes  which  belong  In 
Through  The  Looking  Glass 
are  impertinently  spatch- 


10.000  consists  of  people  who 
tune  in  to  Bookworm  or  shop 
at  Waterstone’s:  possibly  a 
rather  more  literate  lot  than 
you'd  find.  say.  in  a queue  for 
the  latest  Oasis  or  Spice  Girls. 

What  worries  me  about 
Sarah  is  that  instant  enter- 


1 r-  z^ - l , T_ y - - | — - WBUiBUPWiKimiiw.  'V.  1 UI  “V  «U.IU  U Hull  UUUUI1  VIlllT- 

Mmisters  take  their  spoidtog  ( Wales  (devolution's  poor  rda- 1 still  left  than  invested  with  | would  be  one  tier  of  municipal  I tickets  (free)  call  01222 224488  cocked  into  the  story  of  Won-  tainment  absorbed  at  this  age 


THE  saga  of  geographi- 
cal confusion,  contin- 
ues with  a submission 
fromLE  Robson,  who  has 
received  an  invoice  at  “Ber- 
wick-upon-Tweed,  North- 
amptonahlre”.  How  ridicu- 
lousl  Here  atfhe  Guardian, 
we  know  perfectly  well  that 
Berwick-upon-Tweed  is  in 
Northumberland  (and  were 
not  at  all  surprised  to  dis- 
cover it  is  not  in  Scotland). 
Who  can  they  be,  these  clue- 
less people?  Let’s  just  say 
the  fact  that  the  page  is 
headed  “Guardian/Ob- 
server” could,  just  conceiv- 
ably, be  a mistake- 


I AM  intrigued  by  an 
organisation  called  Con- 
cern for  Britain.  Dr  AM 
Katme  writes  to  the  Guard- 
ian letters  editor,  and  what 
interests  us  is  the  note- 
paper.  At  the  bottom  is  a list 
of  causes  whlchGoneern  for 
Britain  espouses,  and  a Cas- 
ein a ting  bunch  they  are,  in- 
cluding: “healthy  sexual 
practices”,  “pride  in  wom- 
anhood”. and,  most  inter- 
estingly of  all,  “divinely- 
guided  technology  Will 

anyone  who  knows  what 
this  means — and  particu- 
larly  who  can  help  us  get 

some  divine  guidance  on 


derland.  Tweed] es  Dum  and  may  blunt  her  taste,  later,  for 
Dee.  far  instance,  played  here  something  still  more  satisfy- 
as  two  droll  Lancastrians,  mg.  When  she  makes  the  tran- 
often  happens  that  the  hus-  crop  up  at  the  end  of  the  sition  from  Disney  to  Dodgson 
band  begins  to  stray.  But  to  caucus  race.  Bread  and  butter  pure,  won’t  sbe  sense  that 
see  Charles  foil  under  the  Hies  and  talkative  Bowers  something  is  wrong?  Wont 
sway  of  tills  woman  without  which  Carroll  reserved  for  she  feel  let  down  when  her 
any  conventionally  appealing  The  Looking  Glass  are  in-  beloved  Tweedles  foil  to  ap- 
female  attributes  implied  to  jected  here  after  Alice's  tryst  pear  after  tbe  caucus  race? 


us  that  there  was  some  with  toe  caterpillar.  Poor  Jab- 
strange  psychodrama  going  berwocky  is  backed  into 
on  in  Prince  Charles’s  uncon-  chunks  and  distributed 


scious.  That  in  some  way, 
what  was  she  — a shadowy 


ND  if  that  is  toe  case, 
will  she  ever  persist  to 
toe  end  and  discover 


through  toe  text.  i^^Rthe  end  and  discover 

what  was  she  — a shadowy  Some  of  toe  lines  which  those  bits  in  Alice  which  gave 
Image  of  his  own  mother?  It  have  entered  the  language  are  me  the  greatest  delight  as  a 
felt  as  if  unsavoury,  decadent  mercifully  preserved.  “Sea-  child?  The  drowsy  train,  with 
stuff  was  going  on  In  the  tence  first,  verdict  after-  its  strange  contingent  of  pas- 
House  of  Windsor,  and  there  wards"  is  there  in  the  trial  sengers:  the  man  to  toe  white 
was  this  fresh-faced  English  scene,  even  if  the  Knave  of  paper  suit,  toe  goat,  the  beetle, 
rose  who  was  being  polluted  Hearts  has  been  struck  from  and  tbe  tiny  invisible  gnat 
and  contaminated  and  toe  record.  “Rule  42:  all  per-  whose  minute  voice  is  ren- 


and  contaminated  and  toe  record.  “Rule  42:  all  per- 
trapped.  And  one  wanted  to  sens  more  than  a mile  high  to 
help  her.  to  go  to  war  for  her  leave  the  court"  is  there  too. 


in  some  way  against  those  though  its  essential  sequel  — 
who  insulted  her.  an  instance  of  that  character- 

And  then  along  came  this 


toe  record.  “Rule  42:  all  per-  whose  minute  voice  is  ren- 
sans  more  than  a mile  high  to  dered  in  minuscule  type:  the 
leave  toe  court"  is  there  too,  dark  little  shop,  with  its  sheep 
though  its  essential  sequel  — proprietor  behind  her  great 
an  instance  of  that  character-  spectacles,  knitting  away  on 
istie  Carroll  trick  erf  injecting  enormous  needles  — a shop 


rather  soiled  Dodi  Fayed.  I do  apparently  rigorous  logic  into  which  moments  later  has  be- 
thel that  this  final  relation-  a wholly  illogical  situation  — come  a boat,  as  so  often  hap- 
ship  was  infra  - dig.  Diana's  hakbeen  dropped:  pens  in  dreams...  Or  my 

Involvement  with  him  ^ go  at  amt  rate’’  favourite  figure  of  aB:  the  in- 
SS  Mirf  Alice.  “B&ides^hat'Tnot  5°?P»-  -^"orMly  WMe 


ssatissw  gg-nsy— - saaa'Krapa 

°so-  5°  “/!■*  ti*  oldest  rule  in  a*  doomed  optimisms,  his  wlsl- 


A gift  Diana 
squandered 


oso.  In  the  end,  Diana’s  life 
^«nnrthlamethetaMoids 

Rule  Number  Two:  one 

ONCE  we  get  over  must  not  be  a curmudgeon. 

the  immediate  Who  am  I to  interfere  with  the 
shock,  maybe  taste  of  Sarah,  aged  four-and- 
there  win  seem  to  three-quarters?  (“If  everybody 
be  a certain  inev-  minded  their  own  business,” 
I tiie  bureaucrats,  who  did  not  itabOity  about  toe  manner  of  the  Duchess  said  with  a 
I realise  they  had  an  their  her  death  — like  those  of  hoarse  growl,  “the  world 
hands  this  incredible  crown  Marilyn  Monroe  and  James  would  go  round  a deal  foster 
jewel  who  brought  the  monar-  Dean.  Well  look  back  on  It  than  it  does")  Isn’t  it  anyway 
(toy  up  to  tiie  present  and  say,  “Yes,  this  made  true  that  ffim  and  television 

Everyone  commented  at  the  sense.”  I'm  also  reminded  of 
time  of  the  wedding,  with  Aly  Khan,  the  famous  play- 
thousands  of  young  people  boy  whom  another  Innocent, 
crowding  the  Mall,  that  this  Rita  Hayworth,  married  and 
was  tbe  future  of  the  monar-  was  betrayed  by.  Had  Diana 
chy,  feat  wife  its  acquisition  married  Dodi  Fayed.  I think 


fol  tales  and  his  strange  unex- 


ONCEwe 
the  in 
shock, 
there  wi 
be  a eer 


'ThaittoughXtobe Number  Plotted  inventions: 

One,"  said  Alice.  Whenever  the  horse  stopped 

Rule  Number  Two-  one  (u>hidt  U did  very  Often)  he JtU 
hi?  / bz  front;  and  whenever  it 

^ not  aj^udgeon.  m again  (which  U gener- 
Who  am  I to  mterfere  with  tlte  fl^J1  rtItfier  sudden^he 

OF  behind.  OfeerS  he 
three-quarters,  elf  everybody  ^ pretty  weU,  except  that 
mmded  their  own  busings,  ThabTof  falling  off 

the  Duchess  said  with  a J y A UJJ 

hoarse  growl,  “the  world  smgways-“ 
would  go  round  a deal  foster  Another  dream,  of  course: 
than  it  <foes.”>  Isn’t  it  anyway  though  I’ve  known  politicians 
true  that  film  and  television  a little  like  that. 


of  Diana,  the  monarchy  bad 
restored  its  modernity.  In- 


she  would  have  ended  up  with 
the  kind  erf  disappointment 


Her  public  life  was  a triumph, 
argues  Camille  Paglia,  until 
she  fell  for  Dodi  Fayed.  And 
then,  perhaps,  the  manner  of 
her  death  became  inevitable 


stead,  its  treatment  — its  mis-  that  Rita  Hayworth  suffered, 
treatment  — of  her.  and  all  of  Aly  Khan  was  killed  in  a car 
There  was  something  increas-  the  sordidness  that  b»»  hap-  crash  as  wriL  But  this  is  quite 


different  This  isn’t  on  a 
country  road,  where,  for  ex- 


1 ingiy  artificial,  about  it  Sbe  pened  afterwards,  may  mean  different  This  isn’t  on  a 
had  a genuine  human  touch  the  end  of  the  monarchy.  It’s  country  road,  where,  for  ex- 
wife  people,  and  when  she  extremely  pivotal.  The  enor-  ample.  James  Dean  and  Grace 
embarked  on  these  compas-  raous  loss  of  prestige  and  loss  Kelly  were  killed.  This  is 
stonate  missions  it  seemed  of  confidence  that  people  have  coming  from  the  Ritz,  at  mid- 
feat  she  genuinely  felt  in  the  monarchy  comes  di-  night,  being  driven  by  a man 


extremely  pivotal.  The  enor-  ample,  James  Dean  and  Grace 
mous  loss  of  prestige  and  loss  Kelly  were  kffled.  This  is 


iana  was  a new  great  stare  of  Hollywood  and  she  was  involved  in.  She  showed  aH  tbe  goodwill  through  Parisian  streets  at  a 

kind  of  woman  popular  xmisirians  fawa  been  Once  she  separated  from  to  tbe  world  to  be  part  of  that  speed  that  could  have  killed 

who  mm*  alrag  nhu>  to  do  — Mminnna,  of  Charles,  she  could  have  got  institution,  the  House  of  others,  not  just  those  in  toe 

at  a time  when  coarse, . and  also  Dietrich,  tire  media  off  her  back  by  Windsor,  bat  they  never  of-  car. 

feminism  seemed  There  was  a Madonna-Die-  undertaking  a more  reserved  fered  her  the  kind  of  help  that  And  what  was  the  point  of 


1 that  she  genuinely  felt  them,  in  the  monarchy  comes  di- 
But  as  time  went  an,  I felt  rectly  from  the  way  the  royals 
there  was  an  increasing  stagi-  treated  her.  They  were  ridicu- 
ness  or  rigidity — anddesper-  ions,  absolutely  ridiculous 
ation  — in  this  yo-yo  pattern  about  it 


1 the  monarchy  comes  di-  night,  being  driven  by  a man 
ctly  from  the  way  the  royals  from  the  Ritz  who  was  not 
eated  her.  They  were  ridicu-  only  clearly  incompetent  but 
us,  absolutely  ridiculous  also,  as  it  now  turns  out  was 
tout  it  massively  drunk,  careening  I 

She  showed  aB  the  goodwill  through  Parisian  streets  at  a 


institution,  the  House  of  others,  not  just  those  in  toe 
Windsor,  but  they  never  of-  car. 


to  have  sexually  redefined  trlch  level  erf  manipulation,  lifestyle.  If  she  had  comported  she  needed.  Sbe  was  a person 
woman  as  simply  tbe  white  The  press  became  her  ally  herself  to  a very  reserved  and  who  needed  a tremendous 
upper-middle-class  profes-  ' « gam  at  fixe  fuddy-duddy  Brit-  atgnHWi  manner,  the  world  amount  of  emotional  support 


sltmal  wife  an  attache  case.  It  f ish  establishment;  she.  was  { would  have  continued  to  be 


undertaking  a more  reserved  fered  her  the  kind  of  help  that  And  what  was  the  point  of 

lifestyle.  If  she  had  comported  she  needed.  Sbe  was  a person  it?  Just  give  them  some  phcrto- 
hereelf  to  a very  reserved  and  who  needed  a tremendous  graphs.  We're  not  talking 
dtgntffod  manner,  the  world  amount  of  emotional  support  about  a private  vacation, 
would  have  continued  to  be  Instead  there  were  all  these  She’s  in  Paris;  she  had  dinner 


jjftj 
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was  heir  freshness,  her  femi-  frozen  out  by  the  bureaucrats  interested,  but  we  wouldn’t  petty  jealousies  that  ulti-  at  a public  place.  Yet  there 

ntoity,  her  desire  for  mar-  and  fee  House  erf  Windsor,  $0  have  seen  this  mad  obsession,  mately  destabilised  her,  and  was  this  kind  of  S&M  game 

riage  and  children,  her  giant  sheturnedfothemedfotoget  It  seems  as  if  she  felt  feat  she  they  were  just  profligate  played  with  pursuing  papa- 

our  her  view  out  aud  her  person-  could  stop  the  media  frenzy,  about  1L  They  destroyed  her.  razzi,  which  put  everyone  in 

At  Bret,  she  seemed  more  alHy  feK-  like  % magic  formula,  by  slm-  It  seemed  that  so  much  of  danger.  We’re  just  very  lucky 

like  an  awkward  schoolgirL  Tbe  wraW  stage  of  fee  ply  saying  toe  wards,  “OK,  what  Diana  did  — Including  that  other  innocent  people  . 


like  an  awkward  schoolgirL  Tbe  worid  stage  of  tbe  ply  saying  toe  wards,  “OK,  what  Diana  did  — Including  that  other  innocent  people 

/ygTtTTnrr.</-gwi  orfth  kw  toedfa  became  her  avorae  of  rm  done  with  that  now,  I’ve  being  photographed  to  an  am-  weren't  kQled  and  maimed  by 

body  She  maunpad  to  maka  expressivKiess-  But  there  was  made  you  pursue  me  all  this  orous  embrace  with  Dodi  this  madness. 

ttrnworM  fell  in  love  wife  her  anrice  to  pay.  Yes,  she  let  tire  time,  now  fee  chase  iscrver.”  Fayed— was  aimed  at  upstag-  Perhaps  Diana  did  us  all  a 


the  world  foB  to  love  wife  her 
through  her  body  language 
alone.  She’d  been  trained  as  a 


aprice  to  pay.  Yes,  she  let  fhe  time,  now  the  chase  is  over, 
genie  oat  of  the  bottle,  ^ which  - 

then  devoured  her,  »ud  uHi-  HE  began  to.  wasl 


dancer  you  could  see  it  in  her  matriy  led  to  this  disaster, 
body  movements  and  her  When  I wrote  In  toe  New 


erans  and  style.  Kiting  oat  of  Republic- how  "Diana  the  v^^Hhad  said,  that  a fill-  of  psychological  sense.  You 

Skl  foridiK^ fe^Bti^to  her  huntress”  was  now  paralysed  filling  job  was  bet-  also  have  this  theme  of  be-  look  back  at  James  Dean, 

ninth  eTwe  watched  her  to  the  world’s  gunsight,  I just  ter  than  a man  to  give  your  trayal,  a feiry-tale  heroine,  crystallised  as  how  he  looked 

pvolve  awiffly  from  a shy,  felt  that  there  were  troubles  life  meaning.  I wish  she  bad  Snow  White,  who  became  a at  that  moment;  the  film 

English  rose  into  a.  ahead.  And  indeed  she  began  pursued  feat  avenue,  because  victim  of  conspiracy  by  toe  Giant  had  just  premiered  a. 

^Xwlmiour  oueen.  to  spiral  oat  of  controL  She  shenwtavery  tacky  end— to  evil  queen.  Or  you've  got  the  day  or  so  earlier,  and  it  was 

CkSrtortiSc occasion  made  a series  of  misjudg-  die  in  the  xrrfa  gigolo  “Portratt  a Lady”  story  - one  of  his  greatest  perfbr- 


Fayed-r- was  aimed  at  upstag-  Perhaps  Diana  did  us  an  a 

mg  Camilla  Parker-Bowles.  I favour  by  dying  when  she  did. 


HE  began  to:  waste  wouldn't  be  surprised  if  there 
her  enormous  gift,  was  some  competitive  theatre 
At  one  point  she  'going  rm  there;  it  makes  a lot 
had  said  that  a fill-  of  psychological  sense.  You 


at  36,  .with  her  beautiful 
TTnHgq  frozen  in  our  miuda, 
before  she  got  rider  and  went 
even  further  downhUL  We 


“Portrait  of  a Lady"  story  — one  of  his  greatest  perfor- 


adrtT  rtinrles  after  they  were  meats  — one  of  the  greatest  playboy  in-  flight  from  the  innocent  young  girl  as  victim  mances.  On  the  other  hand, 

being  to  entrust  her  life  and  Ritz.  of  a shadowy  Older  woman  to  had  Bob  Dylan  died  to  that 

J^Skverv  ftecoUeteban  her  safety  to  this  scumbag  It.  was  via  toe  tahloids  that  league  with  a male.  So  our  motorcyle  accident  in  the 

orruju  which  we  later  Dodi  Fayed  and  toe  people  toe  world  fen  to  lore  with  hearts  went  out  to  her  be-  hiitWOs,  we  would  remember 
fp*rned  had  horrified  around  him*  who  are  all  to-  her.  Yes,  I hope  that  toe  papa.-  cause  we  felt  She  was  utterly  him  at  his  artistic  height,1 


This  classic  navy  travel  bag  branded  with  toe 
ftianflaa  Inismathmal  and  Oto—rvsr  logo 

is  constructed  from  a water  resistant,  durable  PVC. 
Hm  many  wotshto  fwtuw  iucfetds  a heavy 

dnty  shortdar  strap,  carry  handla 
and  doubla  andad  zipper  compartmants. 
(60x30x25cm) 


To  ptaoa  your  onfar  pheu  m In  Via  (ami  below  and  Mnd  It  tae 
The  Guarcfion  intamationciAXsermr  Irani  Bag  Offer, 

PO  Box  355,  Bu*h*y,  Hwta  WP2  2NA,  UK  wBi  a 
cheque  or  money  Older  lor  the  full  amount  or  fin  In  your 
VSsa/Mwtercard  defalla. 

please  send  me  Guardian  IrtematbnaVObsarver^ Travel  Bag/s 

£50.00:  cost  £ I endose  a cheque/ money  order  tor  the  sum 

0*  £ or  please  debit  my  Visa/  Mastercard  account 


learned  had  horrified  around  tom*  who  aretoi  to- 
Charles.  She  got  out  of  the  car  competent  idiots.  After  jffl, 
and  there  were  camera  toots  toe  was  under  their  care 

from  above  as  she  was  going  when  thfe  m^h  happened. 


up  the  grand  staircase  of  an 
opera  house,  and  we  saw  this 


razzi  are  hung.  I was  very  out  of  her  depth  to  frying  to  rather  than  now.  dragging 
cheered  to  hear  that  one  erf  manoeuvre  against  this  old-  himself  around  fee  world, 
them  was  beaten  by  passers-  guard  constellation  of  ene-  abusing  his  own  songs  and 
by  and  1 heme  that  they  are  mies  — the  House  erf  Windsor  lyrics. 


r thought  that  having  ac-  by  and  I hope  that  they  are  mies  — the  House  cf  Windsor 
cepted  tiie  responsibility  of  brought  up  not  just  on  man-  and  this  malign  woman  from 


Card  No- ! 

Expiry  date:  I 


Signature, 


mSnlflcSt  bosom  Spffling  bring  fee  mother  of  the  future  slaughter  charges  bruton  mur-  Charles’s  past  © Salon  Magazine,  199?. 

Warn  king,  that  perhaps  self-actual-  de-  charges.  But  I feel  that  I _ think  it  unsettlespeople  Camille  Paglia  wrote  an 


out  Of  her  gown;  it  was  an  king,  that  perhaps  srif-actual- 
enonnous  break  from  the  shy  isalion  shmdd  ncrt  J® 

virjriT,  brir  aim.  And  I fitt  that  there 

VjlfilH-  V- 4m.  Iw*  A 


there  is  blood  an  toe  hands  of  that  Camilla  Parker-Bowies 
the  House  of  Windsor.  Tbe  seens  so  unbeaufifuL  If  she 


non  oharisma  lifte  of  toe  European  beau  drift  are  everyone  m toe  iemaie  snracoveness,  1 trunk 
nanS  and  toe ^ostento  House  of  Wtodsi-fhmi  top  to  people  might  hare  fe£  wdl, 
SSSdSre  of  charity,  bottom,  the  royal  foofly  to  I now  Diana  is  a mother.  It 


Influential  piece  about  “Diana 
the  huntress"  In  1982.  reprinted 
In  her  book  Vamps  and  Tramps, 
A fuller  version  of  this  piece 
appears  In  the  Internet 
magazine  Salon 
(www.3al0nmagszlne.com) 
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Share  option  plan 
still  faces  revolt 


Roger  Cam 


GEC  has  been 
forced  to  water 
down  Its  contro- 
versial new  share 
option  scheme  for 
top  executives,  but  the  indus- 
trial conglomerate  will  stiffi 
face  opposition  from  share- 
holders at  tomorrow’s  annual 
meeting. 

GEC  consulted  leading  in- 
vestors before  publishing  de- 
tails of  the  share  scheme  last 


month.  As  a result  of  com- 
plaints about  over-generous 
provisions,  the  mmpany 
scaled  back  the  value  of 
shares  which  could  be 
awarded  and  agreed  that 
awards  would  be  spread  over 
several  years  rather  than 
being  given  In  one  lump. 

But  some  institutions 
remain  unhappy  with  the 
way  the  top  20'execotfves  can 
I receive  shares  worth  eight 
times  their  salaries  for 
achieving  financial  perfor- 
mance which,  is  not  seen  as 


highly  demanding.  Yvette 
Hood  of  the  pensions  com- 
pany NPI  said  that  the  firm 
would  be  using  its  IS  million 
shares  to  vote  against  the  pro- 
posed bonus  scheme. 

"We  are  particularly  ag- 
grieved that  the  performance 
targets  are  too  low,”  she  said. 

“These  pretty  big  bonus 
schemes  have  to  have  particu- 
larly tough  targets.” 

The  Association  of  British 
Insurers,  the  trade  body  for  I 
some  of  the  country’s  biggest  i 
shareholders,  believes  the  op- 
tion plan  breaks  its  guide- 
lines. 

ABI  spokesman  Richard  Re- 
gan said  it  companies  had  to 
be  able  to  justify  high  pay 
packets  by  Unking  them  to  ex- 
ceptional performance. 

“We  are  very  anxious  to  see 
credibilty  restored  to  long 


term  bonuses,  and  the  only 
way  is  to  set  demanding  per- 
formance criteria,”  be  said. 

“If  there  is  a good  reason 
fin:  low  hurdles,  companies 
chnniri  say  so.  Otherwise  they 

QhnnlH  get  itananrtrng  targets 

for  exceptional  pay."  • 

Ann  Simpson,  a director  of 
the  corporate  governance  ad- 
visers Ptrc,  acknowledged 
last  night  that  GEC  was  at- 
tempting to  modernise  its 
board  room  practices  under 
new  chief  executive  Lord 
Simpson  who  is  malting  his 
first  appearance  before  share- 
holders along  with  several 
other  new  directors. 

But  she  added:  “GEC  wants 
to  come  in  out  of  the  edd  on 
corporate  governance  and  we 
welcome  that.  Bnt  the  perfor- 
mance targets  on  this  new . 
pay  scheme  are  too  flabby.  We  i 


have  advised  people  to  "vote 
against"  • 

The  new  plan  to  be  put  to 
shareholders  tomorrow  in- 
volves three  levels  of  share 
awards,  known  as  A,  B and  C 
options. . 

The  value  of  A options  can 
be  no  more  than  £30,000.  But 
B share  grants  — aimed  at  the 
fay  250  managers,  could  be  as. 
high  as  four  times  eamlngs. 
They  will  be  awarded  if  earn- 
ings per  share  heats  inflation, 
by  nine  per  cent 

It  is  the  C options  which 
have  sparked  opposition. 
They  are  aimed  at  only  20  ex- 
ecutives, could  be  worth  a far- 
ther four  times  earnings,  and 
will  be  awarded  in  ftzH  if 
GECs  performance  Is  in  the 
top  quartOe  of  comparable 
companies.  Bnt  executives , 
can  win  a third  of  the  options 


"msrd^  by  mp.^hing  median 
■petibrmahee,  so  long  as  the’ 
company’s  earnings  growth 
years  & better  than' 
fitoprevious  five-year  period. 

Opponents  have  pointed  out 
that  the  relatively  poor  re- 
cord of  GEC's  shares  in 
recent  years  make  such  a 
requirement  easy  to  heat 

Several  sizeable  sharehold- 
ers-'are.  expected  to  vote 
against  the  share  scheme 
tomorrow.  ..  .. 

stan  Pearson,  head  of  UK 
equities  at  Scottish  Widows, 
which  owns  1 per  cent  of 
GEC’s.  shares,  said  that  while 
i it  opposed  foe  worst  excesses 
of  the  pay  plan,  Scottish  Wid- 
ows would  be  voting  in  favour 
of  the  whole  package.  “Its  not 
possible  to  vote  against  the 
parted- file  scheme  we  are  not , 
happy  with,”  he  said. 


Blair  wins  praise 
across  the  board 


Rale  rises 
begin  to  hit 


3T5TT7 


Larry  EBott 
Economics  Editor 


THE  strong  pound  and 
four  increases  in  in- 
terest rates  since  the 
election  are  starting 
to  rein  back  growth  in  Brit- 
ain’s service  sector,  accord- 
ing to  a report  out  yesterday. 

A survey  of  500  companies 
showed  the  pace  of  expansion 
has  slowed  since  the  spring, 
although  sitin  shortages  for 
IT  and  computing  staff  en- 
sured. employment  prospects 
continued  to  improve. 

“Some  sectors  of  the  service 
economy  are  reporting  that 
higher  interest  rates,  and  the 
prospect  of  further  rises,  are 
cooling  activity  down,"  said 
Peter  Thompson,  director- 
general  of  the  Chartered  Insti- 
tute of  Purchasing  and  Sup- 
ply. 

Services  — which  account 
for  two-thirds  of.  the  economy 
— have  been  the  motor  of 
growth  for  the  past  few  years. 
Latest  Government  figures 
show  that  output  in  the  sector 
rose  by  4L3  per  cent  in  the  12 
months  ended  in  June,  com- 
pared with  L6per  cent  for 
manufacturing. 

The  survey  from  the  CIPS 
found  that  business  activity 
continued  to  grow  In  August, 
but  the  pace  of  expansion 
slipped  back  for  the  fourth 
month  in  a row.  Inflationary  1 
pressure  abated  and  business 
expectations  fell,  albeit  from 
a high  level.  Recruitment  of 
new  staff  and  a slight  falling  | 
hack  in  the  numbers  of  new 
orders  meant  that  firms-  are 
clearing  backlogs  of  work. 

City  analysts  said  evidence 


that  the  tightening  of  eco- 
nomic policy  was  affecting 
services  as  well  as  manufac- 
turing meant  further  in- 
creases in  file  cost  of  borrow- 
ing from  the  Bank  of  England 
were  now  probably  on  hold. 

The  Bank's  monetary  pol- 
icy committee  meets  next 
week  to  decide  whether  to 
raise  base  rates  for  the  fifth 
consecutive  months  but  sig- 
nalled last  month  that  it  was 
time  for  a pause. 

Economists  believe  that  the 

crucial  factor  for- -the  Rank 
will  be  the  extent  to  which 
consumer  windfalls  from 
building  society  conversions 
continues  to  bopst  retail 
spending  this  autumn.  How-  j 
ever,  Jonathan  Loynes,  econ- 
omist at  HSBC  Markets  said: 
“Fears  of  a shaip^zfte-off  In 
service-sector  inflation  fills 
year  have  been  dramatically 
overdone.” 

Sterling  fell  sharply  on  the 
foreign  exchanges  in  the 
wake  of  the  figures,  reflecting 
the  belief  that  the  peak  in  in- 
terest rates  may  be  close.  The 
pound  fell  more  than  three 
pfennigs  against  the  German 
mark,  closing  at  just  over 
DM2J38,  although  its  slide  was 
also  Influenced  by  rumours 
that  the  UK  might  join  mone- 
tary union  In  the  first  wave  in 
1999. 

Simon  Briscoe,  chief  econo- 
mist at  Japanese  firm  Nttko, 
said  the  moderation  in  ser- 
vice-sector growth  suggested 
“that  the  peak  in  activity  was 
reached  at  the  end  of  the 
second  quarter  [of  1997]  and  is 
consistent  with  the  Bank’s 
view  that  economic  activity 
will  slow  In  the  second  half  of 
the  year". 


Both  sides  at 
BA  play  down 
talks  standoff 


Swbim  MHm 
Labour  EdMor 

BOTH  sides  in  the  Brit- 
ish Airways  cabin  crew 
dispute  last  night 
sought  to  play  down  fears  of  a 
talks  breakdown  as  it  emerg- 
ed that  the  current  standoff 
could  be  on  the  point  of  Oar- 
ing up  again  into  full-scale 
confrontation. 

Bob  Ayllng,  BA  chief  execu- 
tive, insisted  that  the  airline 
was  “totally  committed”  to 
continuing  negotiations  with 
the  Transport  and  General 
Workers'  Union,  which  start- 
ed seven  weeks  ago  after 
cabin  staff  walked  out  over  an 
imposed  pay  and  conditions 
package. 

The  effect  of  the  strike  was 
compounded  by  thousands 
signing  off  sick  when  the 
company  threatened  to  sack 
or  sue  those  who  joined  the 
stoppage  and  the  dispute  has 
so  far  cost  the  company  at 
least  £125  million. 

The  TGWU  said  yesterday 
it  remained  in  contact  with 
the  company  and  still  hoped 
for  a settlement  But  there 
was  private  speculation 
among  some  union  officials 
that  TGWU  general  secretary 
Bill  Morris  could  call  anntiy>r 
strike  ballot  next  week  unless 
BA  management  softened  its 
current  stance. 

That  would  by  itself  cause 
renewed  damage  to  the  air, 
line,  as.uncertainty  over  [far- 


ther industrial  action  would 
be  bound  to  hit  bookings. 

The  expectation  of  a return 
to  conflict  at  BA  follows  a 
meeting  on  Monday  of  the 
TGWU*s  cabin  crew  branch, 
the  British  Airlines  Stewards 
and  Stewardesses  Associa- 
tion. After  hearing  that  BA 
negotiators  had  hardened 
their  position,  the  mood  was 
said  to  have  been  In  favour  of 

renewed  strike  action. 

But  BASSA  members  even- 
tually agreed  to  leave  the  de- 
cision to  Mr  Morris,  partly 
after  warnings  from  TGWU 
officials  of  the  potential  pub- 
lic relations  damage  of  calling 
a strike  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  death  of  Princess  Diana. 
Opinion  polls  show  cabin 
staff  won  strong  public  back- 
ing during  the  July  walkout 

BA  imposed  a new  pay  sm* 
conditions  cuts  package  on 
cabin  crew — aimed  at  saving 

miTUnn  and  Including  p i 
per  emit  reduction  in  new  si- ' 
treats’  basic  pay  — at  the  be- 
ginning of  May. 

Talks  since  the  strike  have 
centred  on  alternative  ways 
of  meeting  BA’s  cost-cutting 
target  offered 'by  the  TGWU. 
But  BASSA  officials  have 
been  angered  by  what  they 
regard  as  a ratcheting  up  of 
demands  by  the  company. 

• Unions  representing  Ford 
car  worker*  will  today  lodge  a 
claim  for  a substantial  pay 
rise,  a two-hour  cut  in  the 
working  week  and  a job  secu- 
rity agreement. 


Far  East  turmoil 


Hong 

Kong 

market 

posts 

record 

increase 


McfcCumwInfrDnic* 
In  Bangkok 


AS  Hong  Kang’s  stock 
market  punished  seep-' 
tics  with  its  biggest  ever 
one-day  leap  yesterday,  Ma- 
laysia and  Indonesia  an- j 
nonneed  new  measures  to  try  | 
to  win  back  investor  confi- 
dence In  their  battered,  cur- 
rencies and  share  markets. 

Buoyed  by  Tuesday's  257-  j 
point  juiiq»  on  Wall  Street 
also  a record  one-day  surge, 
Hong  Kong's  benchmark 
Hang  Seng  index  shrugged  off 
a five-day  decline  to  soar  7.1 
per  cent  to  14.713.  This  brings 
it  back  Close  to  the  highs 
reached  before  the  current 
turmoil  sweeping  through 
Aslan  markets. 

The  boost  from  Wall  Street 
spilled  over  to  smaller  Pacific 
rim  markets  as  weD.  Taiwan, 
Australia  and  New  Zealand 
all  firmed  and  even  the  Ma- 
nila stock  exchange  ended  an 
eight-day  slump,  clawing 
back  part  of  the  21  per  cent 
lost  In  that  period. 

But  the  fragile  state  of  in- 
vestor confidence  showed  as 
the  Thai  baht  and  Philippine 
peso  slumped  to  record  lows 
against  fan  dollar,  while  Indo- 
nesia’s rupiah  and  Malaysia’s 
ringgit  also  weakened* 

To  try  to  buck  the  trend,  In- 
donesian finance  minister 
Mar'ie  Mohammad  an- 
nounced yesterday  the 
removal  of  the  49  per  cent 
limit  on  foreign  ownership  cf 
Indonesian  companies  and 
that  the  government  Intended 
soon  to  lower  swingeing  in- 
terest rates  that  analysts  fear 

may  be  driving  some  smaller 
hawks  towards  insolvency. 

The  Indonesian  move 
struck  a radically  different 
chord  to  Malaysian  Prime 
Minister  Mahathir  Moha- 
mad’s announcement  yester- 
day that  the  government  was 
committing  60  billion  ringgit 
(£12£  billion)  to  prop  up 
share  prices  and  the 
currency. 

Dr  Mahathir’s  comment  to 
reporters  caught  even  senior 
officials  of  the  Kuala  Lumpur 
stock  exchange  unawares  and 
comes  paradoxically  against  a 
background  of  more  threaten- 
ing responses  to  the  drop  In 


Fedsd 
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An  electronic  billboard  flashes  op  the  record  one-day  rise  on  Hong  Kong’s  Bang  Seng 
index  yesterday  following  weeks  of  heavy  losses  photograph  bobby  yip 


share  prices  which  has  sev- 
erely bruised  Investor 
confidence. 

Dr  Mahathir  said  about  half 
the  extra  investment  would 
come  from  government- 
linked  flmds  and  the  rest 
from  bonds.  “We  are  trying  to 
save  our  country  . . . and 
everybody  must  do  their  bit,” 
he  said. 

But  foreign  Investors,  still 
reeling  from  curbs  imposed 
on  trading  last  week  as  part  of 
Dr  Mahathir's  angry  offen- 
sive against  what  he  calls  the 
"terrorism”  of  foreign  specu- 
lators, continued  yesterday  to 
dump  Malaysian  shares, 
pushing  the  market  down 


4497  points  to  a four-year  low 
of 750.76. 

“These  people  have  billions 
of  dollars  which  they  use  to 
push  up  prices  and  push 
down  the  value  of  our  cur- 
rency ...  and  generally  im- 
poverish us.”  he  fadd  CNN  in 
an  interview  broadcast  cm 
Tuesday. 

- Malaysia’s  top  policemen 
revealed  in  comments  pub- 
lished yesterday  that  the  gov- 
ernment is  thtnMrig  of  using 
draconian  internal  security 
legislation  which  permits  de^ 
tenting  without  trial  to  detain 
those  identified  as  “rogue 
speculators"  or  acting  for 
Stem.  . . 
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US  turns  heavy  guns  on  the  humble  pack 
of  three.  Dan  Atkinson  reports 


iMHE  Far  East  Is  in  tnr- 
9 moil,  the  gold  price  is 
■ gyrating  and  many 
fear  a catastrophic  melt- 
down on  world  stock  mar- 
keta.  But  the  US  Federal 
Trade  Commission  no 
time  for  such  trivia. 

Leaving  lessor  types  to  j 
worry  about  the  future  of-l 
capitalism,  the  FTC  has 
turned  its  heavy  guns  on 
the  humble  "pack  of  i 
three”,  alias  the  sheath,  the 
condom,  the  rubber,  the 
male  barrier  contraceptive. 

In  One  of  Britain’s  less- 
trumpeted  export  succes- 


ses, the  London  Interna- 
tional Group  — Dares,  to 
the  Great  British  Romeo  — 
has  won  22  par  cent  of  the 
international  market.  In- 
cluding one  fifth  of  US 
demand. 

But  - the  FTC  has  now 
sought  to  take  away  its  one 
major  advantage  by  rating 
out  of  order  LIG’s  claims 
that  its  own  product  is  30 
per  cent  stronger  than  the 
average  condom. 

LEG'S  main  US  product  is 
called  Ramses,  after  the 
Pharaoh,  and  it  is  head  to 
head  (so  to  speak)  with  the 


Trojan  brand  produced  by 
Carter  Wallace,  which  has 
60  per  cent  of  the  market. 

You  need  a name  from 
antiquity,  it  seems,  to  sell 
[ condoms  to  the  Americans, 
although  Carter  Wallace’s 
choice  seems  a little  unfor- 
tunate, given  the  Trojans 
are  beat-known  fin*  letting 
In  something  that  ought  to 
have  been  kept  out 

Ramses  was  marketed  in 
1993  and  1996  as  30  per  cent 
stronger  than  other  brands, 
but  the  FTC  decided  It  was 
time  to  lay  down  the  law  to 
all  condom  makers.  It  cal- 
led In  LIG’s  data  on  Ramses 
and  has  how  decided  It 
doesn’t  back  up  the  claim. 

■Henceforward,  all  con- 
dom advertising  will  have 


to  conform  to  strict  guide- 
lines cm  product  claims.  In 
the  AmwiniB  fashion,  this 
is  presented  as  a tremen- 
dous breakthrough  for  con- 
sumer rlghts- 

Back  in  LIG’s  home,  how- 
ever, a more  relaxed  atti- 
tude has  always  been  taken 
to  the  condom’s  claims  of 
n ear-infallibility ; Britons 
of  a certain  age  win  remem- 
ber a cut-price  competitor 
to  Durex  whose  package  de- 
picted a glorious  Hawaliaxt- 
style  beach  scene. 

So  unreliable  was  it  that 
fatherhood  was  practically 
guaranteed. 

. Perhaps  LIG’s  us  adver- 
tising should  revert  to  the 
tried  and  . trusted  slogan:. 
Buy  me  and  stop  one. 


Edited  by 
Alex  B ru  m m 

THE  conventional  wisdom 
maybe  that  Tony  Blair's 
government  has  slipped 
in  the  esteem  erf  the  public  as 
a whole,  but  that  does  not 
seem  to  be  the  case  among  the 
business  community.  With 
the  exception  of  the  vexed 
issue  of  the  minimum  wage. 
Labour  appears  to  be  achiev- 
ing its  objective  of  being  seen 
as  the  party  cf  business. 

Even  though  some  analysts 
feared  that  the  decision  to 
make  the  Bank  of  England  in- 
dependent might  build  a de- 
I flationary  bias  into  economic 
management,  this  appears  to 
; have  been  a decisive  issue  for 
business,  according  to  polling 
done  for  the  Director  by  NOP. 
The  respondents  believe  the 
new  arangements  should  as- 
sist the  Bank  in  hitting  the 
inflation  target,  thus  deliver- 
ing the  economic  stability 
thathais  long  been  a holy  grail 
for  corporate  Britain.  Respon- 
dents drawn  from  senior  and 
middle-management  also 
have  been  impressed  by  the 
City  reforms  — the  promise  of 
a new  super  regulator  — and 
efforts  by  the  Government  to 
deal  decisively  with  the  issue 
of  late  payment  of  debt  for 
smaller  enterprises. 

. More  surprisingly,  busi- 
ness seems  to  have  few  quar- 
rels with  the  windfall  tax  on 
the  utilities.  This  measure, 
which  was  the  core  of  Gordon 
Brown's  July  budget,  was 
seen  as  reasonable  by  some 
two-thirds  of  respondents.  By 
punishing  the  utilities. 
Labour  appears  to  have 
tapped  into  the  resentment 
felt  in  -sane  >1011081x181  quar- 
ters at  the  way  in  which  the 
greed  of  the  bosses  cf  priva- 
tised Industries  queered  the 
pilch  far  business  as  a whole. 

The  most  divisive  issue  for 
the  business  community  is 
the  one  which  is  going  to  be 
most  ticklish  for  Mr  Blair  as 
be  seeks  to  square  the 
brothers  fond  sisters)  In  the 
trade  unions  in  Brighton  next 
week.  On  the  minimum  wage, 
six  out  of  10  managers  believe 
that  it  will  cost  jobs,  despite 
Labour  claims  to  the  con- 
trary. As  for  Europe,  74  per 
cent  of  those  polled  are 
breathing  a sigh  of  relief  that 
Mr  Blair  may  be  edging 
towards  monetary  union,  if 
not  in  the  first  wave:  on  this, 
there  is  consensus  between 
business  and  unions,  which 
Wiliam  Hague’s  Tories  will 
find  difficult  to  dlslodge- 


GEC  vote 

■ T WAS  only  last  summer 
J that  frantic  phone  calls 

■ were  being  made  between 
Stanhope  Gate  and  holidaying 
GEC  old-guard  members  over 
the  row  which  had  broken  out 
in  London  about  the  per- 
ceived generosity  of  George 
Simpson's  remuneration 
package.  It  was  ah  under- 
standable blunder,  given  the 


personal  traumas  surround- 
ing the  We  instock  succession. 

However,  the  same  cannot 
be  said  of  the  current  dispute. 
Mr  Simpson  has  his  feet  well 
the  table,  the  old-guard 
directors,  including  Chairman 
Lord  Prior  and  head  of  remu- 
neration committee  Lord 
Rees^Mogg,  should  have  been 
alert  to  the  pitfalls  of  over- 
generous  option  packages. 
That  proposed  for  GEC's  di- 
rectors could  spew  out  eight 
tunes  salary,  which  is  bon- 
kers at  any  time,  let  alone  in 
the  current  climate.  It  may  be 
argued  that  this  is  necessary 
to  attract  directors  of  the 
quality  of  John  Mayo,  who  Ls 
■moving  across  from  Zeneca, 
but  the  critical  element  of 
Greenbury  was  that  perfor- 
mance hurdles  should  be 
high-  On  these  grounds  alone 
the  GEC  directors  package 
fans.  Targets  will  be  rela- 
tively easy  to  hit  if  Mr  Simp- 
son fulfils  his  plan  to  make 
his  inheritance  sweat  more 
heavily.  Shareholders  should 
vote  down  the  package. 


Rank  revamp 


THE  markdown  In  Rank 
shares  after  announce- 
ment of  its  planned 
£139  million  revamp  for  But- 
lina  suggests  the  market 
doubts  the  claim  of  Rank's 
chief . executive,  Andrew 
Teare,  that  the  investment 
will  achieve  a 15  per  cent 
return  oh  capital  in  Its  second 
year. 

However,  tt  seems  a sen- 
sible way  for  Rank  to  be 
spending  some  of  the  £1  bil- 
lion It  pocketed  from  selling 
its  stake  in  Rank  Xerox,  par- 
ticularly because  Butilns  is 
still  market  leader  for  UK 
family  holidays. 

This  is  a remarkable 
achievement,  because  anyone 
who  has  visited  a Butiin’s 
recently  cannot  fail  to  have 
noticed  tiie  operation  is  down 
at  heel,  with  only  £10  million 
a year  being  spent  in  the  past 
lOyears.  • 

■■  In  feet,  much  of  tire  volume 
in  recent  years  has  been 
maintained  only  by  some 
heavy  discounting. -If  the  up- 
grading pays  off  rates  will  be 
restored  to  their  proper  level, 
while  converting  two  of  the 
five  ■ existing  Butlin’s  sites 
into  the  more  profitable 
Haven  resorts  also  makes 
sense.  ' 

The  other  useffal  aspect  of 
the  relaunch  ls  the  way  in 
which  other-Rank  brands  — 
including  Odeon,  Tom  Cob- 
leigh  and  Jumpin'  Jaks  — are 
to  be  introduced  to  Butlins. 
increasing  their  exposure  to  a 
captive  audience. 

- The  main  question  hanging 
over  the  move  is  that  Butlins, 
as  a business,  appeals  to  bud- 
get-conscious  consumers  and 
therefore  is  vulnerable  to  eco- 
nomic downturn. 

It  also  remains  doubtful 
whether,  having  made  fain 
commitment,  Butlins  will  be 
able  to  persuade  its  core  mar- 
ket  — now  used  to  the  dis- 
counts — to  pay  more  for  a 
better  service. 

That  said,  Mr  Teare  has 
been  in  the  job  for  only  18 
months,  which  is  barely 
enough  time  to  turn  around  a 
sprawling  operation  like 
Rank.  The  next  set  of  results, 
in  February,  will  be  the  first 
indication  of  whether  his 
strategy  is  working. 


European  jobs  summit  to 
be  held  in  November 


Stephen  Bates  In  Brussels 

Jk  SPECIAL  summ  it  of  Euro- 
#%pean  Union  leaders  will 
.be  held  in  Luxembourg  on 
November  21  to  ri  lamas  ways 
of  finding  Jobs  and  co-ordinat- 
ing training  for  the  EC’s 
18  million  unemployed,  the 
European  Commission  In 
Brussels  proposed  yesterday. 

The  move  follows  France's 
demands,  in  the  run-up  to  the' 
leaders’  regular  summit  in 
Amsterdam  last  Jane,  that 
the  EU  should  give  a Mghw 
priority  to  - tackling 
unemployment 

It  was  the  minimal  price  ex- 
tracted by  Lionel  Jospin,  the 
i French  prime  minister,  for 
agreeing  Germany's  rigid 
terms  for  the  stability  pact  co- 
ordinating economic  policies 
in  the  run-up  to  monetary 

union 

A two-hour  preliminary 
discussion  by  the  20  Euro- 

TOUR1ST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS  ~ 


France  9.54 
Germany  2.8385 
Greece  448.50 
Hong  Kong  11.97 
India  58. 17 
Ireland  1,0540  . . 
Israel  S.Bi 


pean  commissioners  yester- 
day foiled  to  produce  either  a 
format  for  the  special  sum- 
mit to  be  held  under  Luxem- 
bourg’s presidency  of  the  EU. 
or  proposals  for  a strategy  for 
tackling  unemployment. 

Significantly,  the  strategy 
that  the  Jospin  government 
favours  — government  fend- 
ing of  Job  creation  — was  not 
discussed.  A senior  Commis- 
sion official  said:  “There  was 
no  discussion  of  public  fund- 
r tog.'  no  call  for  action  along 
Keynesian  lines.” 

It  is  unclear  how  ideas  pro- 
duced by  the  .summit  would 
guarantee  more  than  minimal 
nocost  action  to  secure  job 
creation  and  training 
schemes,  given  the  strict 
.spending  criteria  proposed 
for  the  majority  of  member 
states  eager  to  join  the  single 
currency  just  over  13  months 
later.  The  initial  members 
will  be  . decided  early  next 
year. 


Australia  2.127 
Austria  19.98 
Belgium  58,66 
Canada  2.14 
Cyprus  OSS 
Denmark  10,68 
Finland  8.82 


Italy  2,787 
Malta  0.62 . 
Netherlands  3.1850 
New  Zealand  2^3 
Norway  11,75 
Portugal  288.78 
Saudi  Arabia  5.87 


Singapore  2.38 
South  AMea  7.27 
Spain  237.75 
Sweden  12-36 
Swfeertand  233 
Turkey  260,110 
USA  1.5560 


Suppfletf  ty  NaflftMf  Sam  excluding  Indian  rvpoo  an a Israoft  atmait. 
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Golf 


putting  hell 


David  Davies  finds 
the  greens  browned 
in  Crans-sur-Sierre 

Golf  as  Nick  Faldo 
knows  it  win  not  be 
played  in  the  Canon 
European  Masters 

starting  here  today.  TnHa^ 
golf  as  the  remainder  of  the 
PGA  European  Tour  knows  it 
will  be  impossible  this  week, 
for  this  has  become  the 
course  with  no  greens. 

Not  literally,'  of  course. 
There  are  still  areas  that  are 
mown,  shorter  than  the  rest  of 
the  course,  and  these  areas 
reside  where  formerly  there 
were  putting  surfaces.  But 
now,  owing  to  that  deadliest 
of  combinations,  altitude  and 
ineptitude,  the  greens  are 
more  brown  than  green,  and 
unfit  for  public  consumption. 

Yesterday  Faldo,  who  is  6b- 
sessed  with  greens,  they 
were  the  worst  he  had  g«»n 
He  admitted  he  had  not  seen 
those  last  year  at  CoHingtree, 
near  Northampton,  which  for 
many  remain  the  all-time 
nadir  in  European  Tour  his- 
tory, blit  he  claimed  he  had 
never  attempted  to  putt  on  a 
worse  surface. 

*1  want  to  play,"  he  said. 
“But  these  are  not  greens. 
There  is  no  chance  of  hitting 
two  putts  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. Some  Of  them  go  lofl- 
some  right  and  if  one  should 
go  forward,  great” 

On  some  of  the  greens  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  the  tour- 
nament directors  can  find 
four  different  pin  positions. 
The  altitude  is  partly  respon- 
sible because,  last  autumn. 
Ice  formed  on  the  greens  be- 


fore snow  fell,  so  that,  when 
the  snow  nutted,  the  ice 
remained  and  the  sun  shining 
through  it  scorched  parts  of 
the  greens. 

And,  abnormal  rainfall  inf» 
month  raised  the  water  table 
to  tmheard-of  heights;  that  is 
where  the  ineptitude  set  In. 
The  water  was  allowed  to  lie, 
the  grass  underneath  it  rfiod 
and  marshland  was  rwatcd 
This  was  compounded  wheat, 
despite  being  warned  against 
It  by  the  Tour,  the  green- 
keepers  used  a little  fertiliser. 
They  spread  a mixture  over 
the  greens  and.  might  have  got 
away  with  it;  but  it  was  the 
wrong  mixture.  In  days, 
much  of  what  grass  was  left 
had  been  burned  off 

So  one  of  the  richest  and, 
normally,  best-organised 
events  on  the  Tour  has  hag^ 
reduced  to  a farce.  The  win- 
ner this  week  will  not  he  the 
man  who  putts  the  best,  but 
the  man  with  most  luck. 

Faldo  added:  “The  trouble 
with  the  Tour  is  that  the  qual- 
ity of  the  courses  has  never 
been  a priority.  I played  at  a 
course  called  Whistler  in  the 
Canadian  Rockies  recently 
and  they  are  under  snow  for 
seven  rnnnthg  of  the  year.  The 
course  was  immaculate. 
of  these  old  courses  over  here 
have  to  bite  the  bullet  gr|d 
completely  redo  their  greens. 

“They  should  do  that  here 
{at  Crass],  do  the  work,  miss  a 
year  with  the  tournament  *»wd 
come  back  when  all  Is  welL 
There  is  a serious  debate  as  to 
whether  we  should  be  playing 
this  tournament;  it's  not  mak- 
ing the  Tour  look  good. 

“Much  more  of  this  and  lots 
of  the  best  young  players  will 
see  that  carrot  dangling 
across  the  p»nd . . 


Vaulting  ambition . . . hntSamuel  Dumont  went  in  vainfor  France,  who  lie  seventh  and  out  of  contention  TowsanKovewi 


China’s  men 
leave  the 
rest  standing 
in  the  bars 


going  for  a men’s 
'team  hat-trick  at  the 
.world  gymnastics  champi- 
onships in  Lausanne,  led  at 
the  halfway  stage  of  quali- 
fying yesterday.  A sweep  of 
the  top  three  spots  in  the 
parallel  bars,  followed  by  a 
brilliant  performance  on 
the  vault  by  Xiao  Janfeng, 
took  them  more  than  five 


points  clear  of  Belarus.  The 
United  States  are  third  but 
Russia,  the  Olympic  cham- 
pions, have  yet  to  compete- 
The  final  is  today. 

All  the  Chinese  scored  9.3 
or  better  on  the  bars,  de- 
spite a tough  new  scoring 
system.  Zhang  Jtnjing  and 
Shen  Jian,  the  only  two  left 
from  last  year's  Olympic 


silver  medal  team,  along 
with  LI  XXaopeng.  topped 
9.560.  Xiao’s  vault  earned 
9.887.  the  day's  best  score. 

Without  Vitaly  Scherbo, 
who  left  amateur  competi- 
tion after  Atlanta,  Belarus 
relied  heavily  on  the  Euro- 
pean overall  champion  Ivan 
Ivankov,  whose  scores  ail 
lay  between  9.437  and  9.525. 
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Bookmakers 
to  shut  shops 
on  Saturday 


Graham  Rock 


THE  major  bookmaking 
chains  have  bowed  to 
public  pressure  and  will 
dose  their  belting  shops  on 
Saturday.  As  soon  as  the  date 
of  Princess  Diana’s  funeral 
was  announced,  the  Tote 
stated  that  its  shops  would  be 
dosed,  but  on  Tuesday  Lad- 
brokes, Hill’s  and  Coral  con- 
firmed that  their  premises 
would  open  on  Saturday  after- 
noon. Yesterday  that  decision 
was  reversed. 

Staff  and  customers  of  the 
three  leading  bookmakers 
complained  at  the  lack  of  sen- 
sitivity in  opening  on  a day  of 
national  mourning,  ?nH  man- 
agement has  capitulated.  “We 
are  respecting  the  tide  of  deep 
feeling  that  has  affected  the 
nation."  said  Roger  Withers, 
managing  director  of  Coral. 

The  planned  programme  of 
afternoon  greyhound  racing 
has  been  abandoned.  Channel 
4’s  Morning  Line  has  been 
cancelled  and  racing's  two 
trade  papers,  the  Racing  Post 
and  The  Sporting  Life,  will 
not  be  published. 

The  busiest  betting  day  of 
the  year  is  Grand  National 
Saturday,  and  the  race 
received  a significant  vote  of 
confidence  from  its  sponsor, 
Martel!  who  announced  a 
deal  with  Ain  tree  to  support 
the  National  until  2004.  At  a 
cost  of  at  least  £-L5  million  to 
the  cognac  company,  the  new 
contract  is  the  most  valuable 
sponsorship  In  racing 
history. 

The  racecourse  executive 
will  rebuild  the  Ain  tree  stand 
to  give  more  elevated  view- 
ing, and  more  room  for 
crowds  to  move  around  at 


ground  level  Work  will  begin 
on  a visitors’  centre,  in  which 
the  principal  attraction  win 
be  a virtual  reality  ride 
around  the  Grand  National 
course;  the  new  facility 
should  be  completed  by  next 
summer,  and  Aintree  hopes 
the  centre  will  attract  40,000 
visitors  a year. 

Tony  McCoy,  the  champ***” 
Jockey  over  Jumps,  reached 
the  fastest  so  winners  in  a 
season  at  Newton  Abbot  yes- 
terday. He  completed  a treble 
on  Marsayas,  Running  De 
Cerisy  and  Shikaree  to  heat 
his  own  record,  set  last  year, 
by  more  than  a month.  “It's 
been  a lot  easier  this  time,  be- 
cause now  1 am  riding  for 
Martin  Pipe,”  he  said. 

The  Pertemps  St  Leger 
ante-post  market  was  mildly 
shaken  by  the  news  that  the 
Irish  challenger.  Dr  Johnson, 
will  not  run  in  the  final  Clas- 
sic. "It  is  just  a knock,  noth- 
ing major,  but  It  will  put  him 
out  of  the  race,”  said  Charles 
O’Brien.  Silver  Patriarch  and 
Stowaway  remain  11-4  Joint 
favourites  with  Corals. 

The  same  firm  promoted 
Double  Action  to  12-1  Joint 
favouritism  for  the  iAdnroke 
Ayr  Gold  Cup  after  Tim  Eas- 
terby’s  sprinter  had  won  at 
York  yesterday.  Ladbrokes 
were  more  impressed  and  cut 
Double  Action  to  clear  favour- 
ite at  10-1. 

The  weights  for  the  Tote  Ce- 
sarewitch  were  published  yes- 
terday with  last  year’s  third. 
Canon  Can.  and  Juyu&h  given 
joint  top-weight  of  9st  101b. 
The  sponsors  have  made 
Media  Star  favourite  at  12-1 
whereas  Corals  and  Hills  are 
10-1  about  the  Ebor  second. 
Ladbrokes  prefer  John  Dun- 
lop’s Ma  wared,  at  6-1. 


York  with  form  guide  and  ratings 
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figures  tn  (rotate  after  horn's  name  denote  days  shoe  tost  cuflng. 
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Football:  Hoddle  calls  on  an  old  hand  to  raise  the  spirits  of  his  dropped  youngster  before  the  World  Cup  qualifier 


Ferdinand  sips 

Adams  advice 


David  Lacey  on  a 

defender’s  chance  to 
learn  from  experience 

RIO  FERDINAND,  tbe 
18-year-old  West 
Ham  defender  who 
has  been  dropped 
from  the  England  squad  for 
the  World  Cup  qualifier 
against  Moldova  after  receiv- 
ing: a drink-drive  ban,  is  being 
advised  on  the  dangers  of 
alcohol  by  Tony  Adams,  who 
can  speak  from  first-hand 
experience. 

Adams  served  a prison  sen- 
tence after  a drink-drive  con- 
viction and  later  admitted  he 
was  an  alcoholic.  Since  then 
the  31-year-old  Arsenal  cap- 
tain has  led  England  with  dis- 
tinction in  the  1996  European 
Championship,  and  he  would 
be  in  Glenn  Hoddle's  squad 
now  but  for  injury. 

In  fact  both  Adams  and 


Paul  Ince,  who  is  suspended 
for  next  Wednesday's  match 
at  Wembley,  have  been 
brought  in  by  Hoddie  this 
week  to  study  videos  and  help 
with  the  preparations. 
Clearly  the  England  coach  Kit 
that,  since  Ferdinand  has 
been  allowed  to  stay  and.  train 

with  the  squad,  here  was  an 
opportunity  too  good  to  miq^ 

"Tony’s  having  a chat  wife 
Rio  and  rightly  so,"  the  Eng- 
land coach  explained.  "It  took 
Tony  until  SO  to  find  out  the 

lessons.  With  Rio,  at  18,  it  has 

to  be  nipped  in  the  bud  now. 

“Perhaps  if  Tony  had  been 
dealt  with  in  a diqfcpprit  way 
when  he  was  18,  who  knows9 
He  might  not  have  had  the 
problems  later  on." 

Hoddle  hopes  that  Ferdi- 
nand will  respond  to  the 
short,  sharp  shock  of  being 
dropped.  “It  needs  to  be 
bard,"  he  said,  “it  needs  to  go 
into  him  personally  and  he 
needs  to  learn  from  it  I wunv 
this  is  the  best  way  of  making 


England  coach  looks  to  his  team 
to  ride  on  the  nation’s  emotion 


GLENN  HODDLE  Is  an- 
ticipating an  emotional 
upsurge  at  Wembley  when 
England  meet  Moldova  in 
their  World  Cup  qualifier 
four  days  after  the  ftineral 
of  Princess  Diana,  writes 
David  Lacey.  Although 
there  is  no  controversy 
about  the  game  going 
ahead.  Hoddle  feels  the  oc- 
casion is  bound  to  be  af- 
fected by  the  nation’s 
mood. 

“The  nation's  been  in 
mourning  and  maybe  It’s 
an  opportunity  for  us  to 
start  to  lift  the  mood 
again,”  the  England  coach 
said  yesterday.  “Yes.  it’s 
only  a game  of  football  but 
there’s  going  to  be  a lot  of 
emotion  at  Wembley  and  it 
would  be  lovely  for  us 


really  to  turn  it  on,  play  ex- 
tremely well  and  get  the 
three  points.” 

Hoddle  also  revealed  that 
discussions  had  already 
taken  place  about  arrang- 
ing a special  fixture  for 
Christian  Aid,  one  of  Di- 
ana's charities. 

The  fitness  situation  for 
the  Moldova  game  is  encour- 
aging, although  Teddy  Sher- 
ingham,  David  Beckham 
and  Sol  Campbell  missed 
training  yesterday.  The 
Manchester  United  players 
were  resting  mfaur  knocks 
and,  though  Campbell's 
knee  injury  is  more  serious, 
the  Tottenham  defender  dis- 
tinguished himself  over  90 
minutes  in  Saturday’s  goal- 
less draw  at  Arsenal  and 
should  be  fit  for  Wembley. 


the  lad  understand  he's  made 
a mistake." 

The  England  coach  feels 
that  keeping  Ferdinand  with 
the  squad  will  help  to  bring 
home  to  tbe  youngster  what 

he  COUld  be  missing.  “I  tbinV 
the  lesson  will  go  home  to  him 
a little  hit  deeper  that  way," 
he  said.  “It  makes  him  under- 
stand what  he  could  possibly 
throw  away  if  he'  makes  simi- 
lar mistakes  In  future. 

“We’ve  had  a long  chat 
He’s  very  disappointed  with 
what  he’s  done.  He  feels  he’s 
let  himself  down,  his  club  and 
his  family  down.  It’s  a hard 
lesson  for  him  to  learn  but  it’s 
one  that  sends  a signal  out  to 
other  youngsters. 

“Jody  Morris  of  Chelsea 
had  a similar  situation  a tew 
months  back.  We  pulled  him 
out  of  the  Under-21s  because 
at  that  age  we  feel  it  is  only 
right  and  young  players  need 
to  learn  the  lesson.”  In  feet 
the  18-year-old  Morris  was 
one  of  England's  better  play- 
ers In  the  recent  World  Youth 
Cup  in  Malaysia. 

‘Tm  not  saying  Rio  win 
never  kick  a ball  for  Eng- 
land." Hoddle  stressed.  “We 
don’t  want  to  crucify  the  lad. 
He  hasn’t  killed  anyone  or 
shot  anybody  or  robbed  a 
granny.  But  what  he's  done 
needs  to  be  dealt  with." 

The  England  coach  dis- 
missed suggestions  that  drop- 
ping Ferdinand,  having  kept 
Paul  Gascoigne  in  the  squad 
last  November  after  news- 
paper allegations  of  wife-beat- 
ing, amounted  to  double 
standards. 

“Was  Paul  Gascoigne  taken 
to  court?"  Hoddle  demanded. 
“Was  there  an  assault  charge 
against  Paul  Gascoigne? 

“I  felt  at  that  time  that  Paul 
needed  help,  needed  to  be 
kept  in  the  squad  and  needed 
to  understand  what  he'd  done 
in  order  to  try  to  change  his 
ways-  I didn't  think  It  would 
be  beneficial  for  a long-term 
change  of  ways  if  we'd  just 
chucked  him  out" 


Keep  on  running . . . the  inexhaustible  Stuart  Ripley  stretches  out  in  England  training  at  Bisham  Abbey  yesterday 


PHOTOGRAPH:  FRANK  BARON 


Right- 


Martin  Thorpe  finds  Stuart  Ripley  winging 
back  after  four  years  out  of  the  national  scene 


IT  OFFERS  impressive  tes- 
timony to  Glenn  Hoddle's 
all-seeing  eye  that  after 
four  years  in  the  wilderness 
Stuart  Ripley’s  name  mice 
again  sits  among  the  chosen 
22  of  an  England  squad.  Over- 
looked footballers  nationwide 
can  savour  the  knowledge 
that  someone,  somewhere  Is 
watching  you. 

After  18  months  of  Injury 
compounded  by  an  uneasy 
relationship  with  Black- 
burn's wing-back  system,  this 
natural  right-winger’s  main 
concern  was  getting  back  into 
the  Rovers  side,  not  Eng- 
land’s. But  after  managing 
only  five  first-team  starts  last 
season,  he  has  shown  himself 
in  the  same  number  this  term 


to  be  such  a rejuvenated  pro- 
vider of  crosses  and  penetra- 
tion that  a second  cap 
beckons  against  Moldova  on 
Wednesday. 

The  29- year-old  puts  his 
personal  renaissance  down  to 
his  improved  fitness  under 
Blackburn's  new  manager 
Roy  Hodgson  and  to  the  cur- 
rent regime's  ditching  of 
wing-backs  in  favour  of  wing- 
ers. But  most  of  all  he  cites 
that  old  cliche,  confidence. 

Cliches  are  cliches  because 
they  are  repeated  so  often; 
they  are  repeated  so  often  be- 
cause they  tend  to  contain  a 
truth.  Confidence  makes  a dif- 
ference, and  Ripley  can  pro- 
vide personal  evidence. 

His  first  cap  came  in  a' 


World  Cup  qualifier  in  No- 
vember 1993.  Not  any  old 
qualifier  though,  because  it 
was  that  dreaded  game  in  San 
Marino,  Graham  Taylor’s  last 
in  charge.  And,  coming  into 
the  squad,  Ripley  was 
shocked  by  what  he  found. 

“Playing  for  England  is  a 

rat  honour,”  he  says.  “But 
you  could  choose  your 
times  you  certainly  wouldn't 
have  picked  that  game.  The 
press  were  giving  die  man- 
ager a really  tough  time  and  I 
could  not  believe  the  negative 
vibes  in  the  camp. 

"Football's  all  about  confi- 
dence and  the  players  there 
were  absolutely  rock-bottom. 
They  were  terrified  of  play- 
ing. They  knew  that.  If  they 
didn't  perform,  the  criticism 
was  going  to  he  extremely  cut- 
ting in  the  papers.  It  makes 
for  a very  difficult  environ- 
ment to  come  into." 


Four  years  later  he  finds 
the  atmosphere  In  the  Eng- 
land camp  “100  times  better”, 
with  players  willing  to  try 
“the  unexpected  things  you 
need  at  international  level, 
the  sort  of  thing;  that  are  go- 
ing to  change  a game.  And 
you  are  only  able  to  do  that  if 
you  have  confidence”. 

His  confidence  has  been 
boosted  by  Hodgson's  insis- 
tence on  pushing . his  full- 
backs 10  yards  forward, 
which  in  turn  has  thrust  Rip- 
ley and  Jason  Wilcox  on  the 
other  wing  up  the  pitch  Into 
“the  one-on-one  situations 
that  are  our  strength". 

Ripley  insists  be  Is  a 
winger,  not  a wing-back.  And 
Hoddle's  admission  that,  the 
player's  talents  .as  a provider 
earned  him  a recall  points  to 
England  dropping  the  wing- 
hack  system  for  at  least  part 
of  the  Moldova  game. 


This  is  okay  by  Ripley,  an 
Intelligent  student  of  life  on 
the  wide  side  and  the  confi- 
dence it  takes  to  do  well 
“You've  got  to  go  out  with  a 
positive  manner.  As- soon  as 
you  hesitate  and  your  feet 
stop  moving  you  lose  the  ad- 
vantage to  the  defender. 

“If  you  keep  on  the  move 
and  you  make  the  initial 
move,  he  cant  read  your 
-mind- so  you've  just  got  that 
split  second. 

'You’ve  also  got  to  see  what 
the  full-back's  doing  and  then 
do  the  opposite,  really.  If  he 
backs  off  you’ve  got  to  cross  it 
in.  if  he  gets  tight  you've  got 
to  knock  it  past  him.  I feel  1 
can  go  past  anyone  at  the 
numtent" 

During  all  the  dark  days 
Ripley  says  he  never  de- 
spaired. But  if  a Moldovan 
full-hack  does  so  on  Wednes- 
day he  will  not  mind  at  all. 


First  Division:  Noff  m Forest  1 , ManCity  3 

*• 

Brannan  double 
eases  Clark  woe 


John  Lawson 


Frank  clark  found 
comfort  last  night  at  the 
scene  of  his  most  trau- 
matic time  in  football.  The 
Manchester  City  manager, 
who  resigned  from  the  City 
Ground  last  December  as  they 
headed  for  relegation,  saw  his 
side  secure  their  first  league 
win  of  the  season. 

Ged  Brannan  scored  either 
side  of  half-time  to  reward  a 
vibrant  City  display.  And 
they  showed  resilience  after 
Kevin  Campbell  struck  for 
Forest  In  the  81st- minute. 

City's  determination  was 
clear  from  the  start  as  they 
worked  overtime  to  starve 
Forest  of  the  space  they  have 
enjoyed  this  season. 

Tbe  £3  million  Bradbury, 
looking  for  his  first  goal,  had 
an  early  effort  saved  by 
Marco  Pascolo.  The  striker 
then  turned  turned  creator  in 
the  20th  minute  as  City's  ris- 
ing confidence  put  them 
ahead. 

Bradbury  moved  on  to  a 
through  ball  from  Edghill  and 
with  City  breaking  at  speed 
and  Forest  momentarily  out- 
numbered In  defence.  Bran- 


nan had  a simple  task. 

Dean  Saunders  turned 
sharply  on  to  a Chris  Bart- 
WinJams  pass  and  shot  just 
past  the  angle  as  Forest 
searched  for  an  instant  reply. 

Georgi  glnkladze  hovered 
menacingly  on  the  fringe  of 
the  gamg  until  tbe  35th  min- 
ute when  he  exploded  a 30- 
yard  effort  that  completely  de- 
ceived Pascolo  and  dipped 
the  bar. 

Hjelde  looked  as  though  he 
had  snatched  an  equaliser  but 
his  header  flashed  just  past  a 
post 

Forest  stepped  up  the  pres- 
sure after  the  interval  but 
City  always  looked  capable  on 
the  break. 

City  moved  further  ahead 
with  a bizarre  goal  after  71 
minutes.  Pascolo  was  forced 
out  of  his  area  to  challenge 
Brannan  and  although  the 
goalkeeper  appeared  to  have 
gained  possession,  Brannan 
reacted  quickly  to  hook  the 
loose  ball  just  under  the  bar. 

NatUaahaan  taraat  (4-4-3]  P«*COlo; 
LytUa,  Room*.  Hfekte.  Ornate;  Tnomaa. 
Bonalalr.  Oammill.  Bart-Wllllama; 
Saundqra.  CamoMIL 

WnnliHfr  CRy  (4-4-3):  Marpotson; 
Brlgdtwafl.  Van  Blatfc.  Sytnona.  EdgtaUI: 
Whikana.  Brannan.  Horioct  Nnktedea; 
Summorbea,  Bradbury. 

C Finch  (Bury  SI  Edanurutsl. 


Wolverhampton  Wanderers  1 , Port  Vale  1 


Port  Vale  find  the  perfect  Foyle 


Peter  White 


A FINE  opportunist  goal 
by  Steve  Bull  appeared 
to  have  given  Wolves 
three  points  from  a disap- 
pointing encounter  at  Molin- 
eux  last  night  But  the  Port 
Vale  substitute  Martin  Foyle 
scored  an  equaliser  in  the 
83rd  minute,  curling  a shot 
over  Mike  Stowell  after  good 
work  by  Stewart  Talbot 
Bull,  a loyal  servant  to 
Wolves  for  11  years,  showed 
he  had  lost  none  of  his  preda- 


tory instincts  when  in  the 
74th  minute  he  hastened  on  to 
a free-kick  from  Mark  Atkins 
and  eluded  challenges  from 
Neil  Asp  in  and  Dean  Glover 
before  scoring  with  a low  shot 
from  the  edge  of  the  area. 

At  least  the  Wolves  man- 
ager Mark  McGhee  had  the 
consolation  of  reassurances 
from  the  club  chairman  Jona- 
than Hayward  that  his  job 
was  safe.  Hayward  said  the 
club  must  concentrate  on 
long-term  success,  suggesting 
McGhee  would  be  given  sev- 
eral seasons  to  establish 


Wolves  as  a Premiership 
outfit 

But  even  allowing  for  a de- 
fensive injury  crisis,  which 
forced  McGhee  to  take  Simon 
Coleman  on  a month's  loan 
from  Bolton,  the  team  con- 
tinue to  struggle  to  maintain 
a consistent  leveL 

The  Vale  pair  Talbot  and 
John  McCarthy  were  booked 
for  reckless  tackles,  but  at 
least  in  the  opening  minutes 
of  the  second  half  the  visitors 
showed  more  determination. 

Andy  Porter  chested  the 
ball  down  on  the  edge  of  the 


area  for  Tony  Naylor  to  try 
his  luck,  but  the  valley  went 
well  over  the  bar.  Vale  contin- 
ued to  apply  pressure  and, 
after  a shot  from  Allen  Tan- 
kard just  eluded  StoweU's 
right-hand  post.  Porter  rose 
unmarked  at  the  for  post  but 
his  header  was  not  good 
enough  to  trouble  the  home 
keeper. 


Wohrattamptaa  Wandararo  (5-3-2): 
Sttwall;  Smith.  Cotoman.  AUdna,  Kubicfcl. 
Froggatt;  Kaana.  Ferguson.  Robinson; 
Bull.  Goodman  (Crowe.  Shniny 
port  Val*  (4-4-2):  Mussdwhlla;  Hill. 
Aflpia.  Gtovsr,  Tankard:  McCarthy.  Talbot. 
Porter,  Cordon;  Mills.  Naylor. 

IMfcw  A Buber  (3uBOivla-AaW1«W). 


Stoke  City  0,  West  Bromwich  Albion  0 

Britannia  ruled  by  saves  that  are  suite  to  the  master  Banks 


Derek  Potter 


OTOKE  CITY  tightened  a 
^^throttle-hold  on  the  Thros- 
tles last  night  by  extending  an 
unbeaten  run  against  their 
Midlands  rivals  to  17  games. 
At  least  West  Brom  ended 
Stake's  streak  of  six  succes- 
sive wins  in  a game  domi- 
nated by  goalkeepers  and 
defences. 

When  Stoke  invested  in  a 
new  stand  at  the  old  Victoria 
Ground  it  was  described  as 
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“the  biggest  white  elephant  In 
the  Black  Country”.  That  was 
a big  mistake ...  Sir  Stanley 
Matthews  and  all  that  It  is  a 
different  setting  now  in  the 
new  Britannia  Stadium,  cost- 
ing almost  £15  million  on  the 
site  of  a disused  colliery 
within  sight  of  the  old 
ground. 

Before  the  kick-off  Gordon 
Banks,  the  former  Stoke  and 
England  goalkeeper,  opened  a 
new  suite  in  the  stand  named 
in  his  honour.  He  would  have 
applauded  the  save  by  Carl 


Moggleton  after  21  minutes.  A 
25-yard  right-foot  shot  by 
David  Smith  was  curling  into 
the  top  corner  until  the  goal- 
keeper,  at  full  stretch, 
whipped  the  ball  away  for  a 
corner. 

Alan  Miller  was  equally 
vigilant  twice  cutting  bat 
dangerous  threats  by  Paul 
Stewart  on  a greasy  pitch.  His 
reflexes  then  kept  out  a 
stabbed  shot  by  Justin  Whit- 
tle In  a barrage  of  comers  by 
Kevin  Keen,  and  the  goal- 
keeper added  to  Stake's  frus- 


trations with  another  clean 
catch  as  Stewart  tried  the  air- 
borne route  to  a packed  target 
zone. 

Richard  Sneekes  foiled  to 
punish  Stake's  failure  to  capi- 
talise on  these  chances.  The 
Dutchman  turned  inside 
Whittle,  only  to  power  his 
shot  Into  Muggleton’s  arms. 

Stok*  atr  44-4-2):  MuggMon:  Pickering. 
Whittle,  Tweed.  Griflln:  Kean.  Wallace. 
Kavanagft,  Forsyth;  Thame.  Stewart 

WMt  Bn— fan  AJbfcre  (444):  Miner: 

Holmes,  Burgess,  Raven.  Nicholson; 
Flynn.  Snoakss.  Butler.  Smith:  Taylor. 
Hum. 

E Lomas  (Manchester), 


Liverpool  make 
£4.3m  offer 
forPaganin 


Ian  Rosa. 


I IVEKPOOL  hope  to  sign 
I— Massimo  Pagan  in  ftomln- 
teraazionale.  having  stepped 
up  their  pursuit  of  the  central 
defender.  Roy  Evans  is  be- 
lieved to  have  offered 
£43  million. 

Although  Inter  value  Pa- 
ganin  at  £5  million,  they  will 
probably  give  him  permission 
to  meet  Liverpool  officials 
and  formally  discuss  a move: 

Several  European  clubs,  no- 
tably Borussia  Dortmund  and 
Roma,  are  known  to  covet  Pa- 
gan in  but  only  Newcastle 
until  now  have  lodged  a for- 
mal bid,  Kenny  Dalglish  offer- 
ing £3.75  million  last  month. 

Evans  sees  Pagan  in  as  the 
long-term  replacement  for 
Mark  Wright,  now  34  If  the 
Italian  does  join,  Liverpool's 
Republic  of  Ireland  defender 
Kill  Babb  is  likely  to  be  sold. 

Tony  Yeboah's  proposed 
£1  million  move  from.  Leeds  to 
Hamburg  is  unlikely  to  be 
concluded  until  next  week 
after  what  Leeds  officials 
called  “unexpected  farther 
developments”  yesterday. 

Barnsley  have-  signed 
Derby’s  striker. Ashley  Ward 
in  a deal  which  may  eventu- 
ally cost  the  Yorkshire  club 
more  than  £13  million.  Ward 
joined  Derby  from  Norwich  18 
months  ago  for  £1  million. 


Scots  opt  for 
Sunday  after 
players  revolt 

SCOTLAND  bowed  to  pub- 
lic pressure  late  last  night 
and  agreed  with  Belarus  to 
switch  their  World  Cup  quali- 
fier to  two  o'clock  on  Sunday 
afternoon:  The  governing 
body  Fife  is  expected  to  agree 
to  the  proposal  today. 

The  pressure  on  the  Scots 
to  switch  the  game  from  the 
day  of  the  Princess  of  Wales’s 
ftineral  became  almost  intol- 
erable yesterday,  when  the 
Rangers  players  In  the  squad 
— Ally  McCoist,  Gordon 
Durie  and  Andy  Goram  — de- 
cided that  they  would  not 
take  part  if  the  game  were  to 
be  played  on  Saturday. 

South  of  the  Border  a crowd 
of  more  than  10,000  turned  up 
last  night  to  watch  Ian  Rush 
and  John  Barnes  play  for 
Newcastle  reserves  against 
Doncaster  reserves  at  St 
James'  Park. 

Rush  scored  twice  in  the 
opening  19  minutes.  ,his  first 
made  by  his  former  Liverpool 
team-mate  Barnes.  in  the  3^0 
victory. 

Dick  Knight  finally  took 
over  as  chairman  of  Brighton 
yesterday.  At  the  same  time 
the  unpopular  chief  executive 
David  Bellotti  parted  com- 
pany with  the  club. 

Knight,  69.  promised  the 
supporters  they  “would  never 
have  to  go  through  the  trau- 
mas' of  the  last  two  years 
again”.  . 


Results 


Football 

NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE 
firs*  Division 


Campbell  81 
23.007 


(0)0 


Bull  74 
21AM 


(0)1 


1(0)1 


■Mem* 
Brennan  20.  71 

Dfcksv  88 

WMBNm(0|O 
IVri»(8|1 

PoyW82 


(1)  2 Peterborough  (1)  2 
Mayo  14  Camuhera  SO.  Payne  as 

MattaflSS  1,215 

SCOTTISH  LEAGUE 
CHALLENGE  CUP 
Third  round 


Third  Division 


(Dja 

GTOlS  72.  MoGrHten  77 
Hagan  90 

Or  —arena  10]  i 

McArthur  6G 


(0)O 

1.485 


(0)0 
IflOO 

PA  CUPI  Prelim  to  roqnt  risanar  Tn 

i,  saiforo  c a 

a*  vAinauu.  eoMmmcfc  f*n*- 
Doraugft  i.  Dover  0;  Gates  hand  0,  South- 
port  S 

PONTBn  lUCUIa  IMlHitr  MvMen 

Birmingham  o.  Derby  1;  BbKKburn  W*- 
wbool  ft  Leeste  5,  Preston  ft  Evarton  0, 
Tranmera  0.  nrat  DMaim:  Middles, 
breufib  Z OMham  Z Notts  Co  Z Bolton  ft 
tooMd  iMiritioni  Banal  ay  0.  Stockport  1: 
Bladipool  Z Uncoin  i;  Rotherham  0.  Bum- 
lev  0:  Shrewsbury  i.  Rochdale  1;  Yoric  1. 
Carlisle  2:  Shetf  DU  a Bradford  C 2.  IBM 
PMelam  Bury  4.  Wigan  1:  Newcastle  3, 
Doncaster  0. 

AVON  IMfURAMCO  COmtlUTlON; 
Hrst  BMstouj  Oaten)  UM  0,  Portsmouth 
0:  Southampton  3,  Ipswich  ft  waUord  0, 
Tottenham  1. 

wnxmsoN  swan  iuqw  cun 

' dontoran  1.  Glanavwi  0. 


Rugby  League 

oumoNAt,  nmmswp 


- (18)  Creflaie  (0)  O. 
WUNbaviw  Tries*  Kiddie  3,  Crain 
Chain  bars,  Joe.  KHchln.  Lew  tn  waite, 
Seed*,  Wilson.  Quaint  Hatbartngton  4 
(830). 


(10)  82,  Wfdnee  (6) 

Triw  PactmkJk  3.  Bradbury.  Hol- 
land. Goaty  Garfland  3.  Wfcfaren  Trie* 
Bloom  2.  Campbell.  P Smith.  Ooate 
Bloom  3 (TBS). 

ALUAMCWi  Caauafoi-d  28,  Warrington  22; 
Wigan  64.  Hull  KR  4. 

Tennis 

US  om  (New  Yore):  Pou«ti 

raaadi  M laraaon  (Swe)  bt  W FOrrelre 
(SA)  8-3.  7-8.  8-ft  U Ctap  (US)  M C 
P10UW  (Flj  6-ft  0-8,  5-7.  7-S.  6-1;  P 
Ratter  (Aim)  M A Agassi  (US)  6-3.  7-4 
4-6,  6-3. 

Wyem  Quarter  niiatsi  I Spirlea  (Rom) 
tt  M Seles  (U8)  6-7, 7-ft  6-ft  V “ 

(US)  bt  E Tested  (FrJ  7-6.  7-Jfc  L 
port  (US)  M J Nonutoa  ICz)  6-8,  4-6,  7-8. 
SCOTTISH  CHAMPIONSHIPS  (Edin- 
burgh): nre  ' “ 

L Milligan  (GB)  8-1.  7-ftJH ! 
bt  R Scftuttfer  (Oar)  38,  6-4.  6-2; 


(Arg)  bt  O Sopteord  (OS)  8-3,  8-4; 
O StMqrtadimr  (Bid)  br  F Maggi  (It)  6-7, 

6- 1. 8-4:  T OuanBola  (Fr)  MN  Eacude  (Frt 
8-8. 8-1;  P tan  (Sp)  tx  M Rodriguez  (Arg) 
8-3. 6-ft  c AhM ray  (Fr)  M O Deialtre  (Fr) 

7- fl.  6-4  R Qttbart  (Fr)  bt  T Ketoia  (Fin) 

6-7,  7-6,  6-3.  ' . 1 

Athletics 

■NmaWATKMAL  MU  IINO  (Alad.  nj: 
MWem  Maoi  IOObm  O Ednwo  (Nig) 
10.1BMC.  CDta  O AUu  (Mg)  BUB. 
SOCtarM  Eaeraa(US)  1.44  R.  a^OOm  V 
Myongabo  (Burundi)  4.49  00.  One  tata  D 
Kotnan  (Kan)  3 47.86.  iboorp  n mdkHI 
(Alga)  -ZJ31S0  lOOre  bordtai  E PIZZOII 
(ID  lias.  a^OOm  at— rdgoliaaa.  U Kip- 
tanul  (Ken)  AOOA4.  Fobs  «aoltr1=.S  Hull. 
man  (OS);  D Eckar  (Gar)  fi.70m.  Triple 
jrenpi  Y Outweda  (Cuba)  1*72.  aanWre  J 
LotMnnen  (fin)  83.40. 

Woman:  IOOim  E Thanau  (Or)  1156, 
SOtac  Tradankovi  2163  lOOOauO  Na- 
tyubora  (Rub)  4.06.44.  Mgfataapr  M fagar 
(Rom)  1.64m.  Stair  I KotxharankD  (Rub) 
19.7ft  1 

Baseball 


£MUe  Florida  3 Baltimore  a 

(la  lOf.  Philadelphia  5.  NY  Yankees  ft 
Pittsburgh  ft  Cleveland  4;  dwell  matt  4. 
Kensts  CHy  ft  Mortirnal  8.  Bosun  ft  AN 
‘ants  ft  DatroR  ft  NY  Mala  ft  Toronto  ft 
Chloago  CuM  ft  MtonaaoM  ft  Houston  ft 
J«i"to*aa  4;  St  Louis  ft  ctueego  WW*e 
8m  1;  Taxes  1ft  Lns  Angel ee  «:  Anaheim 
2.  Colorado  7. 

Rowing 

WORLD  CHAMPIOMBMIPS  (Alnuob*- 
Ifltte);  M*ct*di  tasetogm  Hear 
ijftiit—iaiu  "eids—  pata  (tirst  three  to 
MtnMinato.  Where  to  C semHInal):  Hw 
Jr  1.  Germany  34336:  a.  Austinite  8.48,38; 
ft  OS  (M  TuctarfM  LouzadaySStwa:  4. 


TUKnumlsan  7.04.1ft  ft  Japan  7.14,09. 
Uftatipt  eastern  fates  (11m  two  to  A 
a Wit.  rest  U B Ural):  Meet  to  1,-Germany 
8.04JKJ;  Z Russia  30322;  3.  GB  (A  Butt/I 
Watson/N  StrangWJ  Wtolamson)  8.1328; 
' ftigjyi. 


4,  japan  8.135B;  S.  Poland 
wtotoM  doubta  ecstos  (test  two  to  A and  B 
semMtnais.  others  to  C and  O semi-firms): 
Heel  Si  1.  Franca  33083  ft  US  08052: 
Ireland  040.01: 4.  Canada  048^8rB.  Hong 
Kong  7.0063  Hast  » 1.  Sweden  8.32.03 
2.  Otwnarfc  88UV.  ft  GS  (T  BedlngflahUM 
Baechoy)  04396;  4.  Brad  04453  dread 
tew  (Drat  few  to  final}:  1.  GB  (M  John- 
son/E  Cooda/G  MeAdama/8  Trapmtra) 
8.144ft  2.  Czech  Rap  31340;  ft  US 
01055:  4.  Croatia  3 1333  5.  Germany 
8.1371.  Cawed  stght  (first  two  to  A final, 
rat  to  B fliMUt  Heat  ti  l,  GB  03328;  ft 
RUSSta  39376;  8.  ” 

Ukraine  64038. 

Wl 


Holland  &3TJKt  *■ 


(first  tour  to  final):  1.  GB  (N  CMpM 
Nltsch/R  Morrle/S  wans)  843:  ft  Sweden 
B 4050;  ft  Holland  34062;  4,  US  64334;  5. 
Spain  05034.  Cored  atnH  mrw  tour  to  A 
finer,  rest  to  B final):  Heet  it  1.  Canada 
01440  Z OH  8.1547;  3.  Belarus  ftlftfift  4. 
Germany  0.1034;  ft  Holland  3214ft  ft 
Rusal*  02750. 


Hockey 


*6«M'|  WORLD  JUNIOR  CUP 
(SealilE  taooad  Pan  Qraire  Ai  CWnaft 
Spain  ft  England  4.  Canada  ft  Ore  up  A 
Argentina  5.  Ukraine  i:  Nemartands  1ft  US 
ft 


Fixtures 


Football 

FORTH**  (JBUUB 
Aston  VBia  v Nottm  Forael  (TO). 

AVON  IMSURAHCe  COmURATfOKr 
PhaiWshlieaOPR  v Chartton 
v Swindon  (m 


i (7.0);  Luton 


• isron  Serehw,  lira  ShefflaU  anti  Eng- 
land basketball  guard,  has  Joined  toe 
Chester  Jets.  One  of  aw  ban  tong-range 
shooters  In  Britain.  He  will  reinforce  a 
Chapter  team  that  shot  the  Iowan  percent- 
age of  three-pointers  to  the  Budwelato 
League  Ian  season. 

* Britain’s  Trim  Johnson  tus  matte  a 
late-minute  decision  to.  defend  her  me  in 
the  £180000  French  Open  at  toe  Paris  in- 
ternational course  today.  But  toe'Soihelm 
Cup  player  will  have  to  taaue  the  Jecft 
Mcfttsus-detegned  course  without  » prac- 
tice round  anar.arnvmg  tetaat  om  course 
yeaterdey.  “I  have  to  play  two  more  tour- 
namanta  to  raaeti  toe  mandatory  15 1 need 
on  0>e  LPGA  Tour."  she  said. 


O’Neill  break 
adds  to  Ireland 
injury  crisis 

AN  X-RAY  revealing  a 
cracked  bone  in  the 
Norwich  forward 
Keith  O’Neill's  foot  com- 
pleted a shattering  World 
Cap  build-up  for  the  Repub- 
lic of  Ireland's  manager 
Mick  McCarthy,  taily  hours 
before  today’s  dawn  depar- 
ture for  qualifying  matches 
in  Iceland  and  Lithuania. 

' McCarthy,  having  learned 
that  Sunderland's  striker 
David  Kelly  had  entered 
hospital  for  a cartilage  op- 
eration, was  then  told  that 
Kelly’s  club-mate.  Niall 
Quinn  and  Reading’s  Ray 
Houghton  were  out. 

Later  Middlesbrough's 
foil-back  Curtis  Fleming,  a 
likely  substitute,  was  sent 
home  after  failing  a t est  on 
a groin  injury.  Finally 
O'Neill  was  ruled  out. 

McCarthy's  squad  has 
bean  reduced  to  19,  and  nine 
of  them,  including  the  cap- 
tain Andy  Townsend  and  his 
fellow  midfielder  Roy 
Keane,  go  Into  Saturday’s 
game  with  Iceland  on  a yel- 
low card  apiece  and  aware 
that  another  booking  will 
put  them  out  of  the  Lithua- 
nia match  four  days  later. 

The  manager,  having  al- 
ready promoted  West 
Bromwich’s  winger  Kevin 
Kllbane  to  the  senior 
squad,  may  now  have  to  dip 
into  the  Under-21  party  for 
more  recruits.  1 
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Cricket  ~ 

Championship;  SurreyvGi^'organ"""' 

Leaders 

on  song 
intherain 


Mike  Sdwey  art  The  Oval  quick  runs  this  morning 

when  he  blasted  Ian  Salisbury 

irnpp-R1  «««  ^ overlong-off  for  six. 

Earlier.  Matthew  Maynard 
hud-ups  here  yester-  had  been  mortified  to  eet  out 
40  for  76  when  playing  sublimely, 

a 3Xui  Adrian  Dale,  {ton Knot 

^ort;5^me  out  overnight  reacted  72  with 
five  ^op'  aid  of  seven  more  bound- 


T 


HERE  were,  enough 
hold-ups  here  yester- 


Thdma  and  Louise.  Forty-one 
overs  were  lost  in  five  stop- 


SPORTS  NEWS  IS 

Rugby  League 

Lindsay  is 
cleared  but 
clubs  to  pay 


tmtywn^  Lindsay  launched  the  meet- 

tag  by  tackling  the  expenses 

. . allegations  head-on.  “I  was 

AURICE  LINDSAY  very  disappointed  th»*  some- 
further  justified  one  would  uy  to  take  some- 
his  reputation  as  a thing  like  that  completely  out 
great  survivor  as  of  context,”  be  said.  “1  was 
he  emerged  from  yesterday's  happy  to  assure  the  council 
"^gue  council  meet-  that  through  the  two-year 
y Salford  with  Sir  Rodney  period,  a traumatic  and  dtra- 
Walker  to  present  a united  matlc  period,  I was  indeed  fly- 
front  to  take  the  game  ing  constantly  to  Australia 
ft}E^a™-  . and  going  down  to  London.  I 


doned  shortly  after  five  fours  in  a breezy  58  and  Ttaiv 
misteti  Cottey  Played  busily  tor  at* 
™ Untfl  Adrian  Stew  was  leg- 

By  that  tame  Glamorgan,  before  attempting  to  sweet) 

SSrSf0????  ^ S^^tryVSfte^rickets ^S- 

S311,  of^_the  day  hy  a point  terday  had  fopen  to  Reamers. 
SSS3  the  most  successful  betagBen 

pomts  earned  on  Tuesday,  HoIIioake,  whose  16  overs 
“J^Hdabed  their  posl-  brought  him  three  for  56. 
fion  with  the  fall  hand  of  bat-  Glamorgan  began  on  133  for 
ting  points.  Barring  undue  in-  two  and  advanced  to  172  in- 
terfere* from  the  weather  side  eight  overs  before  May- 
over  the  next  two  days  they  nard  drove  a sharp  return 
should  go  on  to  win  this  catch  to  Martin  Bicknell. 
match  and  end  Surrey's  hopes  Dale  and  Cottey  gave  GJamor- 

<rf5iatei£,?^tlI?titie-  8811  ^ iSdwSi  foSS- 

The  Welsh  side  resume  wicket  stand  of  57  before  Ben 
today  on  363  Cor  seven,  a lead  HoIIioake  partially  checked 
of  159,  which  on  a pitch  that  the  advance  with  the  wickets 
has  helped  seamen  and  spin-  of  Dale  and  Cottee. 
ners  alike  may  prove  By  then,  however,  Croft  was 
decisive.  in  fan  flow,  cracking 


ftagby  LMgue  council  meet-  that  through  the  two-year 
y Salford  with  Sir  Rodney  period,  a traumatic  and  dtra- 
Walker  to  present  a united  matlc  period,  I was  indeed  fly- 
front  to  take  the  game  ing  constantly  to  Australia 
““Trent  and  going  down  to  London.  I 

The  proposals  of  Sir  Rod-  make  no  apologies  for  that.  1 
ney  s working  party  to  like  driving  a Jaguar  and  i 
restructure  the  board  of  di-  don’t  think  the  chief  executive 
rectors  to  balance  the  power  should  catch  the  No.  33  bus.” 
of  the  chief  executive  were  The  council,  therefore,  ac- 
supported  by  29  votes  to  five,  cepted  the  RFL’s  accounts  for 
In  addition,  Lindsay  was  the  past  16  months,  which 
forced  to  answer  allegations  show  a record  loss  of  £40W»0. 
that  he  had  run  up  a lavish  which  will  be  redeemed  by  a 


expenses  bill  or  £100.000  in  the 
I past  two  years. 

But  he  was  still  able  to  in- 
sist: “This  meeting  has 


levy  on  each  club’s  share  of  the 
Murdoch  money.  They  then 
agreed  on  a number  of  deci- 
sions potentially  significant 


brought  about  the  propress  I for  the  future  of  the  game, 
was  seeking.  I have  long  felt  A salary  cap  will  be  Intro- 
that  the  game  has  needed  to  duced  for  next  season  only, 
take  this  sort  of  hard  look  at  with  chibs  allowed  to  spend  no 
itself  The  position  of  the  more  than  SO  per  cent  of  their 
chief  executive  will  not  alter  gross  income.  The  RFL  has 


much  at  alL” 

Sir  Rodney,  who  had  threat- 


also  conceded  responsibility 
for  negotiating  sponsorships 


The  early  finish  denied  da-  neat  shots  through  the  on  gife 
morgan  the  chance  to  unleash  He  was  eventually  leg-befhre  to 
Waqar  Younis  at  his  former  Ben  HoIIioake  but,  after  his 
county  in  the  closing  overs,  poor  batting  in  the  Ashes 
although  he  still  has  unfin-  series,  his  third  half-century  of 
ished  business  with  the  bat  the  season  served  to  .highlight 
He  is  unbeaten  on  12  and  the  gulf  between  county 
showed  his  potential  for  cricket  and  the  big  time. 

Counties  seek 
future  tweaks 

CHANGES  to  Lord  Mac-  lingworth,  then  chairman  of 
Laurin’s  Raising  the  selectors,  first  concluded  that 
Standard  blueprint  for  he  was  England  calibre,  and 
the  domestic  game  are  in  the  on  his  home  turf  at  least  his 
pipeline  after  yesterday's  success  continues, 
meeting  at  Lord’s  of  the  First  Yorkshire’s  title  challenge 
Class  Forum,  the  body  that  was  frustrated  by  rain  yester- 


ened  to  resign  as  chairman  of  for  Super  League  to  Rugby 
the  League  but  win  now  stand  League  {Europe),  and  for  the 
for  the  position  of  chairman  of  other  competitions  to  Fasda, 
the  new  board  at  the  council's  although  it  will  still  seek 


next  meeting  on  October  1, 
said:  “Today  was  not  a power 
struggle  between  Rodney 
Walker  and  Maurice  Lindsay, 
and  it  was  refreshing  to  spend 


sponsorships  for  the  national 
team  and  the  game  as  a whole. 

Perhaps  most  slgnflcantly,  a 
franchise  system  will  be  intro- 
duced for  Super  League  mem- 


nine  hours  dealing  with  what  bership  from  the  1999  season, 
is  best  for  the  game.”  with  the  league  targeting  five 

But  the  chairman  will  now  areas  for  dubs  to  be  set  up: 
be  a much  more  authoritative  Glasgow,  Dublin.  Birmingham, 
figure  having  been  voted  in  the  North-east,  and  the  South- 
by  the  dubs  themselves:  and  west  or  Wales. 


brings  together  the  .18  elite 
counties  plus  the  MCC. 

Asa  result  of  their  talks,  and 


day  and  only  10.4  overs  were 
possible  against  Worcester- 
shire, bnt  that  was  long 


a subsequent  meeting,  of  the  enough  for  White  to.  reglster- 
Rngland  and  Wales  Cricket  bis  first  century  of  a largely 
Board  management  board,  a unproductive -season,  from 
four-man  ECB  team  headed  hy  130  deliveries  with  14  fours 


the  chief  executive  Tim  Lamb 
has  been  asked  to  amend  the 
blueprint  by  the  weekend. 

This  should  give  the  18 


and  two  sixes,  as  the  county 
advanced  to  414  for  six.  Hie 
resumes  today  cm  114. 

Four  of  White’s  seven  first- 


county  clubs  a week  of  class  centuries  have  come  at 
renewed  soul-searching  be-  Headingley,  and  only  one  of 
fore  voting  on  how  to  reshape  them  outside  the  county, 
the  game  on  September  15.  A • Hampshire’s  captain  John 
shift  towards  a two-division  Stephenson  made  the  most  of 
Championship  does  seem  to  the  15L3  overs  possible  In  the 
be  gathering  support  around  rain  and  gloom  yesterday  at 
the  country,  though  at  the  Trent  Bridge,  taking  three 
moment  an  amended  version  flutter  wickets  with  his  occa- 
of  the  plan's  three^onference  sional  seamers  for  county- 


On  the  front  foot . . . Croft  hits  out  on  his  way  to  53  for  Glamorgan  at  The  Oval 

Kent  v Gloucestershire 

Dawson  without  doubt 


■■  is  best  for  the  game.” 

H But  the  chairman  will  now 
H be  a much  more  authoritative 
■ figure  having  been  voted  in 
||  by  the  clubs  themselves;  and 
■ the  other  directors,  including 
H a full-time  financial  control- 
H ler  and  two  from  outside  the 
jfl  game,  will  also  exert  more 
H control 

■ Bob  McDermott,  of  the 
H Association  of  First  and 

_ 7 Second  Division  Clubs 

(Fasda),  said:  “He  [the  chief 
executive]  will  be  more  ac- 
L countable,  he  said  that  today. 

Ifs  a great  relief  tons  alL” 

chairman  of  Bradford  Bulls 
JSi and  also  of  Rugby  League 
3L  Vij^  • (Europe),  the  marketing  com- 

- I '"idfi/L  pany  set  up  by  the  Super 
'r'~i  League  clubs,  said:  “The 

restructuring  will  enable 

Ptace,  and  will  see  people  of 
high  quality  at  the  League 
photograph:  qranam  Chadwick  given  greater  controL" 


Lindsay . . . survivor 


Paul  Weaver  at 

the  St  Lawronco  around 


system  looks  the  more  likely 
way  forward. 


best  figures  of  six  fin-  54  as 
Nottinghamshire  were  dis- 


Dcwid  Hopps  writes  from  missed  for  291  in  their  first 
Headingley:  Craig  White  has  innings. 


■■■BE 

■ skn 

■ dan 


cricket  was  mostly  seven  matches. 


into,  the  side  in  midsummer,  batted  as  well  as  this  summer.  I ery  scandal  was 

He  first  played  for  Gloucester-  Surprisingly  he  has  never  reopened  yesterday  when 
shire  In  1992  but  at  the  start  of  scored  1,000  runs  in  a season,  Shane  Warne  launched  a 
this  season  had  played  only  but  he  now  has  a great  book  in  Melbourne  in. 


Pakistan  ‘bribe’ 
facts  will  come 
out  says  Wame 

THE  1894  Pakistan  brib- 
I ery  scandal  was 
reopened  yesterday  when 
Shane  Warne  launched  a 


Motor  Racing 


Now  Prost  find 
Hill  too  steep 


chance.  His  55  from  154  balls. 


slow  and  the  weather  as  I He  was  given  another  I including  five  eccentric  fours, 


an  enviable  record  here.  It 


nings.  ■ damp  and  grey  as  a fist-  chance  a few  weeks  ago  when  took  his  total  to  919  and  be 

Five  ofbls  victims  were  fow  Ail  cf  putty,  but  this  was  a Monte  lynch  ran  out  of  runs  still  has  five  innings  to  go.  He 


which  he  says  Ms  claims  of 

foul  play  will  be  vindicated.  

Warne  and  his  Australia  aim  Henry 
team-mates  Tim  May  and 


was  on  this  ground  three  I and  all  of  them  given  out  by  compelling  day’s  cricket  in  and  a fortnight  ago  be  made  was  sixth  out  at  177,  Ibw  as  he  Mark  Waugh  alleged  they 


years  ago  that  Raymond  II- 1 umpire  Ray  Julian. 


Canterbury,  played  with  vig-  98  against  Sussex  at  Hove.  He  attempted  to  work  Mark  Eal-  were  offered  bribes  to  bowl 


was  betrayed  on  that  occasion  ham  to  leg. 


and  bat  badly  during  the 


Scoreboard 

Britannic  Awaanca 
Championship 

| Second  day  ert  lour  KUO  unto*  anted) 


two  of  the  best  sites  in  the  by  his  nerve,  looking  edgy  in  Strang  was  disappointing  first  Test  in  Karachi  on 


DURHAM  w WMWMMI— 
Ch»Hir  hi  gfrin  Dtjmam  (3prt)  traH 
Wamttotfiira  (3)  by  400  na«  as  fli-rt- 
innings  wicMt  standing-  (Today:  10.15) 


Championship.  - 
Kent  ended  it  as  they  had 


u Benetton  disclaim  any  in- 

aim  nmmy terest  in  Hill  for  1998,  the  Ital- 

ian team's  director  Flavio 

DAMON  HILL  may  be  Brlatore  saying:  “I  don’t 
pricing  himself  out  of  think  there  Is  any  possibility 
the  Formula  One  mar-  to  have  Damon  next  year;  we 
ket,  in  the  light  of  tbe  Prost  have  other  plans.  Sure,  Da- 


every  sense,  and  was  caught  on  a responsive  pitch,  bowl-  their  tour  of  Pakistan  three  team’s  decision  this  week  to  man  is  a very’  good  driver  but 


at  slip  pushing  forward  to  the  ing  too  short  and  with  too  lit-  years  ago. 


Ctetetem  Kant  (7pta)  Mad  GBoucMtar- 
flhlre  (6)  by  70  runs  wWi  «D  aacond-lrmbig* 
written  standing. 

Knm  Rr«  bHifngs  3QS  (A  p wens  77;  Bai< 
3-43.  Smith  3-45)- 


nret  inaCnge  (owerrtght  338-5) 
NHK Smith  Ibw  b Walker 

■tKJNpernoieut . 

D R Brcron  b Brown  . 

G Welch  Ibw  b Brown  — 

A F (Hie#  c Bolling  b WWtoi- 

A A Donald  b Brown 

Extras  (M,  IbSa,  w2,  msj) 


begun,  in  a postttan  of  slender  leg-spin  of  Amer  Khan.  He  tie  variety.  Phillips,  though.  In  My  Own  Story  the  leg-  tag  at  the  British  driver's  fi- 
ad vantage,  70  runs  ahead  was  out  in  an  Identical  man-  could  do  little  wrong:  He  dls-  spinner,  who  will  decide  in  naacial  aspirations  for  1998. 


follow  McLaren's  lead  In  shy-  at  the  moment  we  are  close  to 


with  all  their  second-innings  ner  yesterday,  jabbing  for-  missed  Matthew  Windows 


wickets  standing. 


next  three  weeks  Hill  and  Prost,  who  were 


ward  to  Paul  Strang  for  Dean  and  Dominic  Hewson  with  whether  to  join  one  of  four  Williams  team-mates  in  1993, 


But  earlier  Gloucestershire  Headley  to  take  a right-hand  the  16th  and  17th  deliveries  of  English  counties  next  sea-  are  thought  to  have  met  last 


showed  exactly  what  they  are  catch  low  down  at  slip. 


the  day  and  would  have  had  a I son,  writes:  “Inventing  weekend  in  France  only  for 


made  of  They  ted  slid  to  61  I This  time  he  ted  a century  hat-trick  if  his  confident  Ibw  | something  like  that  would  the  talks  to  collapse  when  Hill 


doing  a deal  with  somebody 
else.  I think  Damon  is  doing  a 
very  good  job  with  Tom  [Wal- 
kinshaw].  So  why  not  stay 
there?” 

However,  even  the  Arrows 
owner  Walkinshaw  has 


M I for  five  after  an  impressive  to  his  name,  100  exactly.  He  appeal  against  Dawson  ted  cause  more  trouble  for  us  sought  a retainer  at  least  hinted  that  the  former  world 


Wnrt  hwte—  (owitigW:  1M|  . 

D RHma<»o  Moran  b PfflUpa ■ 

MGN  Windows  c Wad  la  b PtilHpa 
THCHaircottc  Marsh  bMUtpa — - » 

R I DmooncHudteyb  Strang  too 

3 Young  b Phillips  — —u..-.. ^i.  S 

•M  W AHoyno  to  EaJhmn  O 

TR  C Rusaon  Ibw  b Eaiham — Off 

UCJ Ban c Wslkor b HaotHey M 

RFDnvtec  Fulten  b Strang S 

A m Snum  run  om  - • 

OVLaarrencanwoU 

Extras  (fb5.  wa  nt«0) _*T 

Total  |B5  Jews) *•* 

PM  at  wtakstti ».  20. 58. 50,51. 177. 
aaa.a4e.ssi-  __  „ 

■owlbv  Hoaisay  as-3-T»-1;  Strang 
25^-6-50-2:  Ptlllllpa  14-5-44-4;  Eadlwm 
1B-4-43-a  Fleming  13-3-42-0. 

KENT  Hamad  taotega 

D P Futton  not  ad “ 

ET  Smith  not  out : — ® 

Extra  (b4.1M)-.-. — ... *. 

Total  (tor  0, --.rrrrrr. 

To  MTR  Wd.  A P waiifcM  J WsHjr. 

M A Eslham.  M V Ftemlng,  *tS  A Marah.  P 
A Stntfig,  D W Haadloy.  B J PMlllps. 

- fliigii  SnSttt  2-v-ivo;  Liwranee 

ij-e-s-tt 


ToW  (1402  owars) 41* 

M4m»,Wa- 0.338.  34&34Z.  367. 
■owOaot  Brown  402-3-135-4:  Batts 
an-6-«a-i;  walkar  32-1  T-52-e:  BoUng 
CT-T-HM:  Poster  31-4-05-e. 


burst  of  bowling  from  Ben  batted  for  five  hours  and  20  been  upheld. 


than  for  the  accused. 


matching  the  £4£  million  that 


Phillips,  who  took  four  wick- 1 minutes  and  was  out  three  • Derbyshire  hope  to  com-  “The  whole  betting  scene  Arrows  now  pay  him. 


ets  for  nine  runs  in  22  deliver-  balls  after  reaching  three  fig-  plete  by  the  weekend,  the  sign-  in  India  and  Pakistan  is  fi- 
les, but  Bobby  Dawson  and  ures.  Perhaps  his  concentre-  ing  cf  the  Pakistan  Test  opener  legal,  so  the  people  running 


champion  may  be  too  expen- 
sive to  keep  If  he  persists  in 


Prost  had  already  indicated  his  multi-million  pound  de- 
that  he  would  probably  not  be  mauds.  Arrows  are  believed 


JJB  Law's  not  oul : ; - 

S Huttbn  not  out 

Extras  (w2)_ 

Tots!  (tor  0,  3l4  »»ar») . ■ 1 

To  batiJE  Morris,  T>C  Boon,  tMP 
SprtaM,RMSWsBtoB.MJ  Foster.  MM 
Bsba,  J BoUbig.  S a E Brown,  A Wsttar. 
I«*S  Donald  3-IWHfc  Brown 
1 >-0-7-0. 


Jadk  Russell  revived  them  [ tion  had  been  broken;  he  was  Saeed  Anwar  as  their  overseas  the  betting  are  basically  able  to  afford  more  than  £2-5  to  have  targeted,  as  a possible 


♦ wlfha  partnership  of  116  in  48  out  for  101  when  he  mate  his  professional  for  next  season,  gangsters.  The  facts  will  million  for  Hill's  services, 

£ overs.  only  previous  Championship  Saeed  recently  broke  Vlv  Rl-  emerge  one  day  and  every-  warning:  "There  is  a price  we 

— Dawson’s  career  was  in  hundred  two  years  ago.  charda’s  one-day  international  one  will  know  we  were  tell-  cannot  go  beyond  because  we 


replacement,  the  Finn  Mika 
Salo.  whose  three-year  con- 


same  doubt  when  he  came)  - Russell  has.  probably  never 


chards’s  one-day  international  one  will  know  we  were  tell-  cannot  go  beyond  because  we  tract  with  Tyrrell  expires  at 
individual  scoring  record.  ing  the  troth .**  are  a new  team  and  don't  the  end  of  this  season. 


have  an  unlimited  budget." 


Dale  Earnhardt,  the  vet- 


Despite  speculation  that  eran  American  stock-car 


Tin  CM  Qlamcagax  (Bpa)  tead  Surroy 
(4)  by  X3B  runs  sdtfi  Cww  nrsMrminga 
witten  standing. 

HBRfft  Hret  lrmli»fl&204  (A  O Brown  at 
TnontSB  3-36K  - 


Rowing 


Olympic  Games 


Brm  might  eventuafly  forge  a 
deal  with  tbe  Silvers  tone- 


driver  whose  Chevrolet 
Monte  Carlo  slammed  off  the 


1 (overntaM:  j»a 
b B CHoWoska 


Trout  J BtMgM  NottjnghamsWre  (3>&) 
liava  mtu  2S1  In  thotr  flret  tmings 
against  HampsMra  (4). 
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Eights  double  delight  as  Britons  Candidate  cities  cleared  of 

makea  bigger  and  bigger  splash  malpractice  on  eve  of  vote 


CMtepharDodtl 

In  Afgmbotatte 


after  500  metres  — they  had 
THE  outlook  is  golden  at.  not  heard  the  “Attention** 
I foe  halfway  stage  of  the  before  the  "Go*1  — and 
world  rhampinnaliijg  here  relaxation  had  eased  them 


Suzie  Bills  had  told  the  ^LAPE  TOWN  and  Stock-  Ikea  but  ted  not  offered  to  despite  a ruling  in  Jordan’s  Earnhardt,  dubbed  "The  In- 

crew  to  “relax’'  when  they  whdlm  have  been  cleared  of  pay  for  the  goods  or  tbe  trans-  favour  from  tbe  governing  timidator”  and  with  seven 

found  themselves  in  fifth  any  serious  malpractice  in  port.  “The  last  thing  we  body’s  contract-recognition  Winston  Cup  titles  to  bis 

their  campaigns  to  win  tbe  would  do  is  try  to  bribe  them  board,  FlsicheHa  is  snatched  name,  is  undergoing  hospital 

2004  Games  by  the  Interna-  in  a thing  like  this,’’ he  said,  back  by  Benetton  next  season,  tests. 


based  Jordan  team,  their  ooncrete  retaining  wall  at  the 
spokesman  said  yesterday:  first  two  turns  in  Sunday’s 
“It  is  our  intention  to  keep  Southern  500  In  North  Caro- 
our  current  line-up  of  Gian-  ltaa,  ted  twice  dozed  off  at 
carlo  Fisichella  and  Ralf  tbe  wheel  before  tbe  race,  it 
Schumacher.’*  But  a vacancy  has  emerged, 
may  open  up  for  Hfil  there  if  The  famously  laid-back 
despite  a ruling  in  Jordan’s  Earnhardt,  dubbed  "The  In- 


In'SftTOie,  France.  The 
Severn  British  boats  that 


through  file  field. 

The  crew  have  Lisa  Eyre 


tional  Olympic  Committee’s 
director  general  Francois 
Garrard. 


Tbe  IOC  Is  also  investigat- 
ing its  Paris  drug-testing  lab- 
oratory after  it  foiled  to  in- 


name,  is  undergoing  hospital 
tests. 


His  comments  In  Switzer-  form  the  committee  of  four 


sssstsssMaswr-'  -s1 


have  reached  the  week-  and  Sue  Walker  from  the  land  yesterday  came  after  al-  positive  results  on  a cyclist 
end’s  flnalw  Include  the  Atlanta  eight  in  the  stern  to  legations  from  a senior  IOC  who  subsequently  tested  posi- 
meri*$  and  women’s  eights  lead  the  newcomers  such  as  member  that  the  committee  five  again  during  this  year’s 


Brtth-teg>(ownnghc36M»  ■ magnificently 

G M HamDUn  net  out .— * ™e  StTOKe  OI  1 


all  of  whom  performed  the  how  seat  who  said: 
magnificently  in  repe-  “There  was  ah  incredible 


chages  yesterday.  amount  of  noise  with  all 

I t : The  stroke  of  the  meat's  the  coxes  shouting  and  the 
- ” eight  Ricky  Dunn,  had  to  oars  chomping  the  water. 


lead  the  newcomers  such  as  member  that  the  committee  five  again  during  this  year’s 
Elizabeth  Hetehilwood  in  ted  warned  the  cities  not  to  Tour  de  France, 
the  bow  seat  who  said:  abuse  Olympic  rules  concern-  The  IOC  medical  officials 
“There  was  ah  incredible  ing  gifts  to^ voting  members.  did  not  name  tbe  rider  but 
amount  of  noise  with  all  "We  have  never  doubted  said  there  ted  been  only  one 


Sport  in  brief 

Boxing 


The  IOC  medical  officials  Lennox’  Lewis's  WBC  beavy- 
did  not  name  tbe  rider  but  weight  title  defence  apaiiw 


“We  have  never  doubted  said  there  ted  been  only  one  Andrew  Golota  on  October  4 in 
the  good  felth  and  intentions  doping  case  during  the  Tour.  Atlantic  City  will  be  televised, 
of  Stockholm  and  Cape  Uzbekistan’s  Djamolidine  Ab-  after  Sky  finally  reached  an 


Counties  update 


Tmam  MlddtoMx  (40(a)  trail  Somaraat  !^-  aain, 

(D  by  Ifrl  runo.wttti  smn  rtrartmfogs 

wuhats  atandlng. — . kaxi_i'  nunow 

SOMRSan  Rmt  ktnlnga  8*1  (R'J  Tumar 

71. 0 D Rom  S«neq  TiSnoU 4-53). 


«M  can  for  a substitute  oar  an  I’ve  never  experienced  that  Town,  mid  Canard.  “Stock-  domaparov  was  evened  from  agreement  yesterday  with  his 

the  way  to  the  start  but  the  before.”  holm  had  nothing  to  answer,  the  competition  when  he  promoter  Panes 

r*i^noswTi(>.cew^4iwiod.PM  -nrwe  myver  pmE  to  TTm  women’s  lightweight  while  the  National  Olympic  foiled  a drug  test  at  the  end  of  „ 

SESi^snerbaras-a-iPvi;  mi™  wiicn  one  rfthe  two  qnaHfV-  quadruple  scullerB  won  Committee  for  South  Africa  the  second  stage.  Hockey 

3B-3-S5-1:  Ung»w  fajK  ptaces  at  stake  and  over-  their  repechage  and  the  hasapologised-”  “We  have  to  put  our  house  Emdand  took  their  lallv  to  10 

Mil  iy Mil VI  *. 


Britons  were  never  going  to'  TTm  women’s  lightweight 
wrfgg  one  of  the  two  <yualifr-  quadruple  scullers  won 
tng  places  at  stake  and  over-  their  repechage  and  the 


Mrol  l—lngM  (PMPUght  50^.-  . fTT? 

J H KaBla nonwH-,.- >7  5 

Q A am  not  Dig  — B gJ}L^ 

ExHM(wl0.nb4). H »i™. 

Tottipw"a.22^ww»)- ; — bo  SW 

T»  IwBOCMa^TKR  Brawn.  JPHawtt. 
r L jomson,  ARC  Fracar.  pcr  TiAwti.  ijpr 
■MABECadoia&ft-i-es-a:  smn*-  - 

Mo  pbv.  n**  ■'  . 2S£ 

Partin  Pwbyv-1H.  3^_- .t*9rsr  II3« 
mb  104-1  (A  fbnfliam  9m).  oh  t»p- 
^EWWBOU*ldfURon{M  4-20)  1 
60no:  K secy  4-asj  y Lantn,  (Todqr.  10.15) 


Moody.  G A Wtt.  K B 

a a i +a  j wnodM.  S R Lam- 

MHZB. 

SocoodXICbMiptowMp 


jmnled  Rnarta,  the  early  men’s  lightweight  double 
wi»cw«tpn.*TM  leaders,  after  halfway.  also  qualified  for  a semi- 


committee  for  South  Africa  the  second  stage.  Hockey 

as  apologised.”  “We  have  to  put  our  house  RnpianH  took  their  tally  to  10 

Tbe  South  Afrl^m  Commit-  in  order,”  said  the  IOC’s  med-  goals  without  reply  when  they 


leaders,  after  halfway.  also  qualified  for  a semi-  tee  earlier  admitted  it  had  ical  delegate  Prince  Alex-  defeated  Canada  4-0  in  their 

The  coxed  four  struck  final  tomorrow,  bringing  paid  first-class  air  fores  for  andredeMerode.**Wewfllin-  second  match  at  the  women’s 

earlier  in  their  race  and  the  total  of  semi-finalists  to  “three  or  four”  wives  of  Afri-  vestigata  Positive  tests  have  World  Junior  Cup  in  Korea 
crossed  the  line  2aec  clear  nine.  Today's  include  the  can  IOC  members  to  travel  to  to  be  reported  to  foe  IOC.  and  yesterday,  writes  Pat  Rowley. 

of  four  crews  inseparable  Cracknell-Redgra v e-Foster-  Lausanne,  where  foe  2004  the  laboratory  could  be  - 


DerDystvra 

Durtnm 

Essex 

Glamorgan 

Gtoucs. 

HamwMra 

Kart 

Lancs 

U**. 


31  MkfcfanK  40 

32  Northante.  41 

33  Nottingham  42 

34  Somers*  43 

35  Sunny  44 

3G  Suatax  45 

37  wantftt*.  46 

38  Worcester  47 

38  Yorkshire  48 


by  the . eye  for  the  three  Finsent  four,  the  scuBers  i Olympics  venue  wffl.  be  de-  struck  off.  They  have  some 
— i-v man  Awwa  MiaAM  Otwp  ftwH*  *ud  Coin  Hat-  I elded  tflunonYiw-  explaining  to  do.” 


mart  aay  rt  ftrae):  c*anrt«»«h  Yorta  other  qualifying  places.  Grag  Searie  and  Gain  Bat- 
rt kSffrtSS'mSiS5!  . The  women’s  eight  had  ten,  the  women’s  pair  Dot 

non.  c»iufc— tan  swMtti  iso  powau  OTnflhw.  fine-  result*  going  BlacMa  and  Calk  Bishop, 

from  fifth  to  second  In  the  foe  double.  Mlriam  Batten 
Sw«r^H0»i-8uB0«»Z7i  wcFtiB-  second  quarter  of  their  race  and  Gillian  Lindsay  and  the 


Athletics 

dded  tomorrow.  explaining  to  do."  Daniel  Komen  and  Moses  Kip- 

rnm  Persson,  a spokesman  It  is  unclear  how  a rider  in  the  mile  and  3,000 

for  tte  Stockholm  committee,  was  allowed  to  continue  com-  metres  steeplechase  respec- 
said  they  had  offered  to  help  peting  after  foiling  so  many  tivdy,  both  failed  to  break 
IOC  members  arrange  trans-  tests.  Under  standard  rules  an  world  records  last  night  at  a 


Motmattptoy-  «tow  fluaattWI  £ 
UpartLa  Hnaparirt Bb Mg, 
1034,  Waraaafn  WaWjt 
4 -am  v L*"tt-  Mn  Mflrt 


It  is  unclear  how  a rider  tanui,  in  the  mile  and  3,000 
was  allowed  to  continue  com-  metres  steeplechase  respec- 


ts finish  lsec  behind  Can-  men’s  pair  Bobbie  Thatcher  portatlon  of  furniture  from  athlete  is  suspended  after  foe 


ada  and  dosing.  The  cox  [ and  Ben  Eton  t-Davis. 


the  Swedish  manufacturer  | first  offence. 


world  records  last  night  at  a 
meeting  in  Rieti,  writes  Dm * 

Cuti  Mockay. 


Complete  county  scores 

0891  22  88  30 
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Ripley  steps  out  of  Hie  wilderness,  page  1 4 
Scots  players  scotch  Saturday,  page  1 4 
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Hill’s  price  tbo  steep  for  Prost,  page  15 

V/)or/\<3uardian 


David  Davies  reports  that  the  Spaniard  will  take  court  action  to  gain  reinstatement,  as  the  captain  Seve  Ballesteros  denies  any  part  in  the  decision-making 


eng 


Miguel  Angel 
Martin,  hold- 
ing on.  to  bis 

rights  and  rec- 
ognising no  res- 
ponsibilities. has  appealed 
to  the  committee  that 
removed  him  to  reinstate 
him  in  the  Ryder  Cap  team. 

Hie  Spaniard  hay  engaged 
lawyers  and  daring  a press 
conference  In  Madrid  yes- 
terday he  alleged  that  there 
was  a “plot”  to  replace 
and  that  the  captain  Sever- 
iano Ballesteros  was  res- 
ponsible for  his  removal  be- 
cause “for  publicity.  Tiger 
Woods  playing  Nick  Faldo 
Is  more  attractive  than  Mi- 
guel Angel  Martin  playing 
Tiger  Woods”. 


Martin  . . . will  not  bach  off 


Martin  went  on:  *1  am 
not  going  to  back  off  on 
this.  1 will  ploy  on  the 
Ryder  Cup  team  and  use  all 
measures  to  do  so.”  Those 
measures  will  start,  says 
his  lawyer  Alberto  Fer- 
relro.  with  the  appeal  to  the 
committee.  “If  that  doesn’t 
work,”  said  Ferre iro,  “we 
will  go  to  the  courts.” 

Once  the  dogs  of  law  are 
nniwwiiwi  there  Is  no  know- 
ing where  this  saga  will 
stop.  Ignacio  Garrldo.  a deb- 
utant thin  year,  said:  “If  Mi- 
guel Angel  Martin  takes 
this  to  law  he  could  stop  the 
Ryder  Cop  being  played.” 
He  added:  “Ton  don't  have 
to  play  golf  to  know  what  Is 
right  in  this  matter.  If  Seve 


asks  me  I will  say:  *Tou  are 
crazy  and  .what  you  are 
doing  is  wrong.’ 

“If  Severiano  Ballesteros. 
If  Colin  Montgomerie,  if 
Nick  Faldo  were  In  Mi- 
guel’s position  this  would 
not  have  happened.  My  so- 
lution would  be  that  a test 
must  be  done  by  himself 
and,  if  he  is  not  fit,  to  stand 
down.  He  Is  not  a silly  man. 
he  knows  if  he  is  fit.  This  is 
probably  the  only  chance  of 
his  life  and  he  has  earned 
the  toll  right  to  play.” 

Ballesteros  gave  this 
short  shrift  “Garrido  is 
Martin’s  best  friend;  you 
need  a comment  from  a neu- 
tral pMA  Garrldo  is  a phe- 
nomenal player  but  it  is  pre- 


mature on  his  part  to  make 
such  strong  statements.” 

Ballesteros  added  that  he 

had  tafcmi  no  part  in  the 
committee’s  decision  to  drop 
Martin  from  the  team.  A 
statement  anwrenuntig  that 
decision  had  said:  “Fol- 
lowing close  consultation 
between  the  Ryder  Cup  com- 
mittee and  Severiano  Balles- 
teros . . . Martin  has  been  in- 
formed that  he  will  be 
replaced.”  Bnt  yesterday 
Ballesteros  said:  “That  was 
a mistake.  I was  not  at  fbe 
wuxrfhigi  and  I do  not  make 
the  rules.  It  was  a committee 
decision  and  I took  no  part.” 

Garrldo  and  some  other 
•Spaniards  on  the  Tour  feel 
that  Martin  has  been  mis- 


treated, and  many  people 
feel  that  he  has  not  been 
given  long  enough  to  prove 

hia  fitness.  In  1995  Jose 
Marla  Qhyyhal  was  allowed 

two  . weeks  to  decide 
whether  he  could  play,  and 
some  say  Martin  should 
have  been  allowed  this 
week  and  next  to  decide. 

The  problem,  however, 
haa  been  Martin's  attitude. 
He  basmadeit  clear  that  he 
wants  to  be  the  sole  judge, 
of  whether  he  Is  physically 
and  mpntallv  fit,  and  that 
he  will  tell  the  committee, 
as  and  when  he  feels  like  it, 
whether  he  will  play. 

. Yesterday  he  added:  "Se- 
veriano Ballesteros  is  res- 
ponsible for  this.  If  Olaza- 


bal  had  been  No.  17  this 
wouldn't  have  happened. 

This  Is  a plot  to  remove  mt 
wad  replace  me  with  a bet- 
ter-known player.” 

Olaz&bal,  who  at  No.  11  In 
the  order  is  In  pole  position 
to  replace  Martin  among 
the  automatic  picks,  is  sym- 
pathetic but,  says  his  man- 
ager Sergio  Gomez,  “he  re- 
fuses to  be  the  judge.  Jose 
Maria  rang  Martin  on  Tues- 
day night  and  told  him, 
*You  deserve  the  place,  yon 
own  that  place,  you  won  It. 
You  have  all  my  sympathy 
and  all  my  supportV’  That 
support,  though,  stops 
short  of  withdrawing  from 
the  team.  Gomez  said:  “He 
believes  that  if  better  quali- 


fied people  than  he  are 
Tnftirtwg  decisions,  he  is  not 
going  to  argue.” 

Martin  Is  fully  aware  of 
bis  -rights  as  the  10th  auto- 
matic qualifier  but  seems 
Oblivions  of  his  responsibil- 
ities to  the  team.  The  Ameri- 
can side  was  announced  two 
weeks  ago  and  their  captain. 
Tom  Site,  has  been  able  to 
discuss  with  them  the  possi- 
bilities for  foursomes  and 
four  ball  partnerships.  They 
are  a settled  unit  and.  In  a 
gam»  as  Individualistic  as 
golf;  as  much  time  as  poss- 
ible should  be  devoted  to 
that  mysterious  but  neces- 
sary process  called  bonding. 

Comae  course,  page  “1 3 


US  Open  Championships 


to  Williams 


Stephen  Biefley 
at  Flushing  Mew 


Andre  agassi 

may  have  been 
dressed  in  pink  but 
he  was  never  In  the 
pink  of  condition  to 
go  all  the  way  in  the  US  Open, 
and  bis  lack  of  match  practice 
this  year  finally  caught  up 
with  him  in  the  fourth  round 
and  the  early  hours. 

Just  before  one  o’clock  here 
yesterday  morning  Agassi 
lost  to  Australia's  Pat  Rafter 
6-3,  7-6,  4r-6,  6-3  and  America 
was  left  with  Michael  Chang 
to  cheer.  It  was  a case  of  no 
Sampras,  no  Agassi,  no  televi- 
sion audience. 

Not  everything  is  gloom  on 
this  side  of  the  pond,  though. 
Venus  Williams,  making  her 
debut  at  Flushing  Meadow, 
was  on  court  just  before 
Agassi  and  readied  her  first 
Grand  Slam  semi-final  at  only 
the  third  attempt  with  a 7-6,. 
7-5  victory  over  France’s  San- 
drine  Testud. 

Pam  Shriver,  now  a televi- 
sion pundit,  achieved  the 
same  feat  in  1978.  The  only 
other  woman  in  the  open  era 
to  reach  the  US  Open  semi- 
final at  her  first  attempt  was 
Chris  Evert  in  1971.  Williams 
next  meets  Romania’s  Irina 
Spirlea,  who  knocked  out 
Monica  Seles,  the  No.  2 seed. 

It  is  difficult  to  know  what 
to  make  of  Williams,  largely 
because  she  has  played  so  few  : 
senior  tournaments  and  vir- 
tually no  junior  tennis.  Her  1 
biggest  win  this  year,  prior  to  , 
this  event  came  in  Indian 
Wells  in  March  when  she  de- 
feated Iva  Mkjoli  of  Croatia, 
subsequently  the  French 
Open  champion.  Otherwise 
her  victories  have  been  few 
and  far  between. 


She  played  Martina  Hingis, 
the  world’s  No.  1,  during  the 
Lipton  Championships  and 
lost  6-4, 6-2,  and  then  again  In 
San  Diego  last  month  when 
the  Swiss  teenager,  a few 
months  younger  than  Wil- 
liams but  years  wiser,  won 
even  more  eas3y,  fr-2, 6-1. 

Not  that  this.  dimin- 
ished the  self-belief  of  Wil- 
liams one  jot.  Sto  remains 
convinced  she  will  be  the 
world's  No.l  in  due  course, 
where  she  will  be  challenged 
by  her  younger  sister  Serena. 

Steffi  Graf  currraitly  recov- 
ering from  a serious  knee  in- 
jury, Is  not  so  sure,  believing  j 
that  both  Anna  Kdumikova  of 


Promises  of  a 
new  dawn  have 
to  be  viewed 
in  the  context 
of  Agassi’s  past 


Russia  and  the  Croatian  Mlr- 
jana  Lucic  are  more  gifted. 

There  is  no  doubt  that 
many  of  the  players  do  not 
find  Williams  particularly 
easy  to  get  on  with  off  court 
some  complaining  that  she 
even  refuses  to  acknowledge 
the  most  simple  social  greet- 
ing. Her  mother.  Oracene,  de- 
nies this.  “Venus  is  nice  to 
everyone.” 

In  her  two  previous  Grand 
Slam  events  Williams  lost  in 
the  second  round  at  Roland 
Garros  and  in  her  opening 
match  at  Wimbledon.  Under- 
standably she  appeared  a 
little  lost  on  her  first  venture 
into  Europe,  and  it  was  al- 
ways likely  She  would  make 


her  first  mark  in  New  York. 

When  she  lost  the  first  set 
of  her  first-round  match 

a gains*  fho  AwiMai  spariaHrf 

Larisa  Nefland  of  Latvia  it 
seemed  her  appearance  here 
might  also  be  brief  but  sheer 
power  saw  her  through  and  a 
third-round  victory  over  Ger- 
many's Alike  Huber,  the  No.  8 
seed,  made  everybody  sit  up.  j 

Spirlea,  who  earlier  de- 1 
feated  Koumikova,  played 
some  wonderful  tennis 
against  Seles  and  is  more 
than  capable  of  trading  pow- 
erful blows  with  Williams. 
However,  there  were  signs 
against  iWud  that  the  Amer- 
ican is  beginning  to  leam 
how  to  mix  things,  to  take  the 
pace  off  the  ball  and  not  to  try 
to  belt  the  cover  off  it  with 
every  shot. 

"When  I began  on  the 
senior  tour,”  Williams  said 
after  beating  the  French- 
woman. ‘T  was  not  quite  able 
to  understand  that  I didn't 
have  to  go  tor  winners,  or  ex- 
pect to  hit  a winner,  with 
every  shot  H takes  a lot  of 
players  years  to  learn  this.  I 
have  been  able  to  understand 
It  quicker  than  meet,  so  I'm 
pretty  happy  about  that” 

Agassi,  in  stark  contrast, 
was  far  from  happy  with  his 
defeat  by  Rafter,  but  vowed  he 
would  be  back  to  his  best  for 
next  year.  “It's  clear  my  game 
is  together.” 

It  may  be  dear  to  Agassi, 
perhaps,  but  it  is  difficult  to 
see  him  regularly  putting  in 
the  amount  of  weak  and  dedi- 
cation, which,  took  him  to  the 
No.  l spot  in  1995.  It  was  good 
to  see  him  reasonably  fit 
again  but  promises  of  a new 
dawn  have  to  be  viewed  in  the 
context  of  bis  past,  when  the 
relationship  between  words 
and  deeds  has  often  been 
approximate. 


Set  fen:  oihlt.  ..Venus  williams  celebrates  the  7—5,  7t5  victory  over  Sandrine  Testud  which  took  her  to  the  PS  Open  wmmnab  at  twr  firs*  atfpmpt  albbxo 
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Jim  White 

Yet,  thantre  to  the  captain's 


Golfs  big  row 
offers  answer 
to  the  annual 
Lord’s  lottery 

SOME  time  today,  steady- 
ing his  nerve  as  if  for  a 
15-footer  on  the  18th  in  a 
major.  Seve  Ballesteros  will 
name  his  team  for  the  Ryder 
Cup.  If  all  goes  as  expected  it 

will  Include  Jose  Maria  Olaza- 
bal,  JesperPamevtk  and  Nick 
Faldo.  It  will  thus  be  the  team 
everyone  wants;  everyone, 
that  Is,  except  Miguel  Angel 
Martin,  Miguel  Angel  Martin's 
legal  representatives,  and  the 
entire  United  States  team 
What  has  been  odd  about 
the  shenanigans  surrounding 
Ballesteros’s  announcement 
is  that  picking  the  Ryder  Cup 
team  should  be  the  most  bru- 
tally simple  selection  exercise 
in  sport  those  who  have  won 
the  most  dosh  in  the  year  get 
in.  (It  must  have  been  an  as- 


At  the  last  we  have  had  the 
twist  of  Martin — who  was  in 
10th  and  last  place  in  the  list  of 

automatic  choices — being 

bounced  out  because  he  was 

injured,  then  seeking  redress 
in  a legal  process  which  may 
last  until  the  tee-off  time  in 
Valderrama. 

One  man  watching  aUthe 
legal  toings  and  finings  in- 
volving Martin  over  the  nw 
few  days  will  be  Rio  Ferdi- 
nand. Say  the  lawyers  argue 
successfully  that  Martin 
should  play,  that  though  he  Is 
injured  now  there  is  nothing 
to  suggest  he  wont  be  raring 
to  go  In  three  weeks’ time. 
Then  Ferdinand  would  have  a 
precedent  by  which  to  chal- 
lenge Hoddle’s  decision  to 
kick  him  out  of  the  England 
squad.  After  afl.  Ferdinand 
could  argue,  he  might  have 
been  drunk  last  Monday 
morning  but  he  probably 
won’t  be  next  Wednesday 
night- 

It  is  not  hard  to  sympathise 
with  Martin,  however.  What, 
after  all.  is  the  point  of  having 
hard  and  test  selection  rules  if 


you  abandon  them  the  mo- 
ment they  come  np  with  incon- 
venient results? 

Golfs  little  legal  difficulty 
win  not  have  gone  unnoticed 
in  the  corridors  of  power  of 
several  other  sports,  each  with 
its  own  idiosyncratic  ways  of 

picking  a national  team 
In  England  rngfiy 
for  instance,  the  unwritten 
rule  In  recent  years  has  been 
this:  pick  as  captain  the  player 
with  the  smoothest  public 
relations  skills,  renter  min^ 
that  he  win  occupy  the  place 
that  would  otherwise  be  taken 
by  demonstrably  the  most  tal- 
ented individual  in  the  same. 

England  football  managers, 
like  Ryder  Cup  captains,  have 
been  circumscribed  by  selec- 
tion conditions  imposed  on 
them  since  time  immemorial 
“Always  find  room  in  your 
1 squad  tor  the  press’s  current 
fevonrite”  is  just  one. 

IT  IS  cricket,  however, 
which  seems  to  have  the 
most  perverse  way  of  pick- 
ing its  representatives.  Some 
time  next  week  the  squad  win 
be  announced  tor  the  winter 
, tour  ofthe  West  Indies.  And, 
as  usual,  no  final  decision  will  ■. 
be  made  until  after  the 
NalWest  Trophy  final  on  Sun- 
day. It  has  always  been  the 

case:  a whole  summer  nf  fa  n. 
ure  in  County  Championship 
games  can  be  dismissed  as 
nothing  so  long  as  you  get  a 
quick  50  in  the  last  one-day 
thrash  ofthe  season. 

GeaffCook  managed  it  back 
in  1976,  stealing  a place  In  the 


party  to  tour  India  on  the 
strength  of  a ton  in  the  then 
Gillette  final.  More  preposter- 
ously, Rcdand  Batcher  was 
selected  for  a Caribbean  trip 
after  helping  Middlesex  win 
the  thing  in  1988,  and  Phil  De- 
Freitas  once  secured  his  berth 
tn  a touring  party  by  picking 
up  five  cheap  wickets  In  a 
final-  As  if  skittling  through  a 
few  in  the  dew  ofa  September 
morning  at  Lord’s  was  evi- 
dence afhow  well  he  could 
bowl  in  Pakistan 
According  to  a preview  in  a 
Sunday  paper , the  man  to  look 
out  tor  in  this  year’s  final  Is 
Warwickshire's  Nick  Knight 
Apparently  he  could  remind 
the  selectors  ofhis  presence 
and  sneak  into  the  tour  with  a 
good  showing. 

Knight  has  scored  Test  and 
county  centuries  ami  yet,  it 

would  seem,  his  proficiency 
for  a winter  meeting  with 
Messrs  Walsh  and  Ambrose 
will  be  measured  on  how  well 
he  performs  over  GO  overs 
against  Essex's  Ashley  Cowan 
this  weekend. 

How  Steve  James  must  be 
suffering.  There  he  Is,  easily 
the  nwstprblfflc  English-qual- 
ified batanen  this  season, 
about  to  take  Glamorgan  to  the 

lip  erf the  County  Champion. 

ship,  yet  his  chances  of  touring 
appear  minimal  because  his 
team  didn’t  get  to  Lord’s. 

Than  again,  if  Knight 
snatches  his  place  In  Mike 
Atherton’s  party,  James  ran 
always  follow  Miguel  Martin's 
thoroughly  modem  line  and 
just  sue. 


Guardian  Crossword  No  21,060 


1 Panting  in  watercolours 

W 

S Animal  with  firm  back 
bearing  a great  deal  (6) 

9 Owner  distracted  after 
vehicle  gets  crushed  (8) 

10  How  marching  men 
proceed— on  foot  (6) 

11  The  cartoonist  is  a Roman, 
it  turned  out  (8) 

12  Prepares  for  take-off  (6) 

14  Pernickety  Individual  (10) 


18  Malaise  causing  soma 
resentment  (3-7) 

22  Giving  the  little  page  an 
increase  in  pay  to  express 

appreciation  (6) 

23  Practically  of  the  same 

value  (2,4,2) 

24  Country  lovers  (6) 

25  Help  backward  ethnic 
group  and  there's  much 
criticism  (8) 

26  Elegant  flat  without 

character  (6) 

27  None  left  unharmed?  (3J5) 


1 Gathering  coal'ts  being 
ordered  (6) 

2 Expert — as  French  drivers 
90(6) 

3 Ranch  hand  who’s  cold  with 
devious  woman  (6) 

4 Written  by  the  boy  Wend 
himself  (ip) 

6 Undertaking  to  cut  down  (8) 

7 Person  refusing  drink — 
reaBy  resolved  about  this  of 
late  (8) 

8 FintiBng  records  are  Irksome 
Is  material  <8) 

18  Good  then  holding  with 
damaging  stoppage  (10)  . 

IB  The  underworld  boss  struck 
an  attitude  whan  so  ineffned 

(8) 

16  Prison  in  which  curtailed 
ffberty  has  caused  deep 
division® 

17  Farming  folk  supplying 
vegetables  to  the  workers  - 

19  Tinker,  a writer  of  stories  for 
children© 

20  Tacking  onto  a minister — 
popular  German  loader  (6) 

21  Face  coppers  in  a body  (6) 
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IT  Stuck?  "nun  cal  out  gofuffom  One 
on  08*1  338  238.  Cafe  cost  50p 
per  minute  at  ait  times,  Sorvico  sup- 
pled by  ATS 
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